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PREFACE

- By Qu Geping

The book, Theory Base of 21th century sustainable develop-
ment — Theory and practice of ecological economies in China,
compiled the achievements of research and practice on ecological
economy in the nation wide in recent 20 years, Its rich content
showed us that the subject, ecological economy has already begun
to develop.

Ecological economic theory is the result of ecology expanding
to econcrmics. Its aim is to establish the ecological economy which
is based on regenerable Tesources and can keep resources being
used continuously.

When the Chinese Institute of Ecological Economics was
founded in 1984, Comrade Wang Li said in his speech, “Ecologi-
cal economy is a strategic matter in socialist construction”. To a
great extent, it was to solve the problem on cognition and arouse
people’ s attention on ecological economy. The ideas about eco-
Ingical economy are more and more known and the continued de-
velopable ideas in it are becoming more and more clear after over
ten years effort. Now, we could pronounce that ecolngical econo-
my is the system of economic theories and methods which is
formed on the continued developable concept and the kernel of
carrving out continued developable strategy is to develop ecologi-
cal economy.

" Once the ecological economy was started, its theory and
practice were developed simultaneously. The theory was continu-



ously deepened and widened with the development of research and
Practice. More and more people are joining in the research of eco-
logical economy in resent years, which not only enriches the eco-
logical economy but also lays a solid fundation for its theory.
‘There are various types of research, such as comprehensive; spe-
cialised and cross subject. From this book, we can learn the
comprehensive description on the basic law, - the category system,
the concept of nature, ecology, value, culture on ecological econ-
omy, -the ecological productive forces and also we can find the
professional research on resources, forestty, agriculture, cities,
industry, environment, water conservation, wet land, meteorolo-
&, fishery and animal husbandry. These. researches made the
base of ecological econamic theory wider and mare solid,

Ecological economy is subject of both theary and practice.
The ecological economists gave their sugestions actively on the
experimental and popularizational activities ok ecological economy
all over the country. The Ministry of Agricaltire established one
hundred ecological agricultural counties first:' The State Environ-
mental Protection Bureau established fifty etological model dis-
tricts. Seven ministries, - ommittes and bureaus under the State
Council founded the leading group of ecological agricultural coun-
ties in December, 1993, and connected fifty ecological agricaltur-
al counties directly, and made the constructioh of ecological econ-
omy a widespread  experimental activity, in which the government
led farmers to set up the continued developable agricnlture. Now,
there are lots of various kinds of model in ecological economy con-
struction all over the country.

Now, we are approaching the crosspoint of the centuries.
'The earthshaking twentieth century is Ppassing by. Humankind are
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Tooking forward to a the twenty — first century with the anticipation
of development; science and peace. It will be an ecological civi-
lizational time based on new science and technology. Judging by
the modern developing trends, there will be two markedcharac-
ters about the economic and social development at that time : “One
is the intemationalization of the modern market economy, or the
marketing of the world economic development. Another is the. in-
ternationalization of the modem ecological movement, or the eco-
logical transformation: of the world economy” . The: coordination of
these two trends would surely, improve the rebuilding-of the harmo-
ny between humankind and the nature, fulfill the coordinated
growth of economy and environment, and reach a higher level on
the whole. S :

Nowadays, we’ re catrying out a deepgoing reform., Accord-
ing to the policies made at the Fifth Plenum of the 14th Central
Cormmittee of the Ggmmunist Party of China, the . econamy- is
transforming towards, marketing rapidly, arid the economic growth
method is transforming from extensive to intensive. The reform is
historic responsibility; for our Chinese people given by the time,
and it will develop pur country” s transformation from a traditional
society to modern society, and then to a new stage of constructing
a continued developable society. -

Both the theoretical tesearches and practical experiences
summaries in the book have reached a certain deepth and width. [
hope it will help all the cadres,. scientists, teachers and. students
in institutions of higher education with their learning of ecological
economic theory and ecological econamic practice.

. August , 1996



Preface
Since human had economic activities, there have been eco-
logical — economic problems. After industry revolution in the
1830°s, especiyally‘ after the world war H , capability of interveri-
ing and changing nature by human i increasing than before the

capitalism was born, with the development of prodictivity and

promotion of science and technology. At the same time, the side
effeet is arising, and ecological crisis, such as population explo-
sion, food/energy shnrtage, resource éxhausted, and environment
pollution, came into being. Facing globle ecological crisis, for
the sake of himan living and developing, a new discipline — Eco-
logical Economics, with strategical meanings, ‘is bom.. Ecological
Econornics, researched by whole world, reflects, coordinative,
sustainable development of econdmic society and ecological envi-
ronment, symbols a coming of ecclogical age. In the 1st $ympo-
sium, sponsored by intemational ecological economics society,
which set up in May, 1990, ‘the core of ecological economics —
sustainable developmernit strategy is established and clarified, and
setting up a sustainable development society is appealed. This
strategy provides new concepts and ‘ways for breaking away from e-
cological crisis. UN environnient and development plenary session
takes sustainable development strategy as globle common strategy,
and every country’ s government makes the strategy as its own pol-
icy. Ecological economics is becoming a principle discipline to-
days and in 21th century.

In 1980, under the background that envu'onmental polluuon
and ecological destroy aggravated, and puzzled economic develop-



ment and living condition in China, Mr. Xu Dixin, a famous e-
conomist, firstly proposed researching on ecological economics.
Afterwards, more and more scientists in the whole country, espe-
cially working in the field of ecology, environment, economics,
devote resea.rch papers, findings and theory works, and commonly
cultlvate this young discipline fram different post and from various
view. In China, with enhancing the whole nation’s awareness of
ecological economy, many advanced models appear, which coor-
dmatxvely developed both in ecological environment and economic
society. These research findmgs and experiences light a way to
solve the pxoblem of environment and development This way is
that economy development coordinates with ecological environ-
ment, and it’s the only way by which sustainable strategy is re-
alised, ecological civilization is built.

To collect the essence of ecological economic . research find-
ing in China, and to give a short cut to briefly and wholely find
out situation of ecological econamics research, and to enhance the
exchange of information each other, in particular, to carry out
{China 21th century agenda) by governments at every level, we
compile this book — {The theory base of 21th century sustainable
development — theory and practice of ecological economics in Chi-
na), adhering to.the principles of respecting history, paying at-
tention to facts, and scientific research. There are five parts.in
the book. In part one, there are the papers from Mr. Xu Dixin, a
famous economist in China, in respect of the main academic view
in the symposium of ecological economics in 1984, and from M.
Liu Guoguang, chairman of China ecological economics society,
and from Mr. He Naiwei, who views generally the development of

ecological econamics in the past 15 years in China. In part two,
. 10 .




there are papers collected from more than 70 publishings. In part
three, advanced models, experiences and research fihdings: are
recorded. In part four, main academic views from 50 works are
introduced briefly and to the puint. Under the foundation of col-
lected materials and opinions, {The event record} with regard to
theoretical research and practice of ecological economics in China
is compiled. This book have important academic, practical value
and guiding meanings, to implement sustainable development
strategy, to build socialist modernization with Chinese characteris-
tics, to realize coordinative development of socialist market econo-
my and ecological civilization construction, to teach and research
on ecological economics. It is useful for the leaders at every lev-
el, teachers, researchers and technicians.

In the process of compiling this book, concrete guide is giv-
en by Mr. Liu Qiuquan, chairman of Shanxi ecological econamics
society, Mr. Shi Shan, deputy chairman of China ecological eco-
nomics society, Mr. Wang Songpei, vice chairman & general sec-
retary of China ecological economics. Active help is given by Mr.
Huang Zhengfu, vice secretary—general of China ecological eco-
nomics society, Mr. Xu Zhihui, chief editor of{ecological econo-
my) . The support and encouragement are received from state de-
partments, such as ministty of agriculture, ministry of forestry,
tministry of water conservancy, ministry of civil affairs, state envi-
ronment Protection bureau, and from scientific research institu-
tions, such as Chinese academy of sciences, Chinese academy of
social sciences, Chinese academy of environmental sciences, chi-
nese academy of forestry sciences, and from universities and col-
leges, and from experts, professors of 25 provinces. After finish-

ing campile, we listen to the opinions on the draft, and get Mr.
.11 -



He Naiwei to finalize the text: Here, we thanks all the people
who contribute to this book. For the sake of compiling principle
and limited pages, some papers provided by some authors. are not
compiled completely, some papers are revised. We eamestly re-
quest the experts and scholars understanding .

Ecological economics is a new,. comprehensive discipline. It
is hard to avoid having some oversights and defects because of a-
cademic level of compilor and the limitation of condition. We
hope propose amendments and addenda. -

- “June, 1996.
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