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PREFACT

In recent years,with the further discovery of toxic and side ef-
fects of chemical drugs,people are becoming more and more inter-
ested in natural medicinal products. They have invested a large
amount of resources (manower ,material and funds)and develope(i
a series of natural pharmaceutical products, possessing unique thera-
peutic efficiency. Artemisinin (antimalaria drug) ,gossypol (contra-
ceptive ) , camptothrein (anticancer drug ) are some examples of

newly-developed pharmaceutical constituents from natural

sources. In addition,we have a quite rich resources of natural phar-

maceutical products and thus far totally more than 10, 000 vari-
eties of medicinal products originated from plants,animals and min-
erals have been found. Over ghe period of several thousand yeats,

Chinese people have accumulated aboundant practical experiences

in fighting with desease and made great contribution to the human

health servige and population multiplacation. All these facts have

indicated the great role and advantages of natural medicinal phar-
maceutical products.

At present time,the quantity of natural pharmacetﬁtical prod-
ucts required in China is increasingly going up from one million
tons in 1950s to several million tons in recent a few years. In spite
of the fact that we have developed up to 40 categories and over 4,

000 kinds of traditional patent medicines,the wide usage of these

‘medicines results in the deficiency and even exhausting of medici-




" nal resources. The collection of some plants such as Ginseng, Eu-
cummia, etc. at too eatly stage has caused the loss or decrease of
clinical therapeutic eeffects. The implantation ,demesticatio: and ar-
tificial feeding of medicinal plants and animals have sometimes
brought about the loss “genuine medicinal drugs” because of the
change of soil in new geographical environments. Therefore, we

must make a further deep study of geographic enviroments for the

growth of natural medicinal plants. On the basis of the data and in- -

formation collected as to the natural factors of soil and climate,the
relationship between natural drugs and temperature, the relation-
ship between natural drugs and exposure to sunligth, the relation-
ship between natural drugs and moisture (water ) have been investi-
gated and analysed for the rational and scietific implantation of nat-
ural medicinal plants and expansion of drug sources.

“Geography of Natural Drugs” is a branch of science deeling
with the impact of geographic envirnment on the‘ quality of natural
drugs. It widety involves with geography , pedology , meteorology ,e-
cology , material medicinal, etc. Readers are requested to give us
any suggestion and comments so that we may have a further revi-

sion of the text.

China Pharmaceutical University Huang Tai-kang
December 20,1990
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