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ABSTRACT 1

ABSTRACT

Japan is a younger capitalist country in the development history
of the world economy. Up to the mid — 1800s, in which the
world capitalist economic system had taken shape, Japan was still a
small feudual country that located in the east — ocean alone. But,
through the Mingji Reformation, Japan’s capitalist economy devel-
oped rapidly, especially through more than 20 years of high speed
growth , Japan has become the No. 2 economic power that is sec-
ond only to the United States.

The rising of Japan is regarded as a miracle. The research into
Japanese economy has become a popular academic sphere. The
scholars have inquired into the history of the Japanese capitalist de-
velopment from different angles and they have published many aca-
demic works. I have been derived inspiration from studying them
and have realized that the research of Japanese economic cycle is a
new angle of probing into Japanese economic history deeply.

~ The purpose that I selected this topic is to inquire into the or-
bit and characteristics of the economic cycle of Japan, a Asian
country which is different from the countries in Europe and Ameri-

ca.
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I . The Meaning of the Topic.

I believe that the topic has three distinct meanings: First, the
research into the topic would help to know deeply the economic cy-
cle itself and its law and to understand the characteristics of mo
dern capitalism. Continuous fluctuation and undulation are the fig-
ures of the economic development when human reached the capital-
ist society. Marxist classic writers had studied the characteristics
and left us many \;aluable heritages. However , the capitalist econo-
my has changed greatly since Marx passed away, the change dur-
ing post- War-Two is especially greater than that of before. Japan
is a younger capitalist country, which has different national condi-
tions , historical characteristics and cultural background from those
of Eurorpean countries and America. What characteristics are the
Japanese economic cycle and what change has taken place being an
economic power in the world? It’s undoubtedly a meaningful work
to probe into them deeply. .

Second , the research into the topic would help to enhance our
vigilance and understanding of the defect of the market economy
system , and strengthen the ability and consciousness of the macro-
economic-control. The Japanese government of post- War-Two has
created an unique-style of rhacro-economic-control mode that is
suitable to Japanese condition. It would have some reference value
for us to research it deeply in order to build and perfect our socialist
market economy system and to strengthen the ability and Ievél of

our macro — economic control.
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Third, the research into this topic would help to strengthen
our judging ability to the tendency of the western countries’economy
in order to find our country in an advantag eous position when our
country takes part in the international labour division. The econom-
ic cycle fluctuation can transmit between countries under the condi-
tion of the international economic integration. If we want to judge
the tendency of the western countries’economy accurately, we
should study the topic of economic cycle. Therefore, it is meaning-

ful for us to study Japanese economic cycle deeply.
I . The Present Research Situation in the Academic Field

The scholars at home and abroad have payed great attention to
the Japanese economic cycle and have published many works. But
there are the following shortcomings and tendencies of the research
because of the limit of the historical condition and the difference of
the academic view: A. The research achievements about the eco-
nomic cycle scatter in some works of economics . economic develop-
ment history and general history , However, it is far from system-
atization. B. The period of the research is limited to the pre~- War-
Two time or the initial time of post- War-Two. Up to now there
is no systematical study to combine these two periods of time. C.
There is the research tendency that substitute crisis research for cy-

cle research. This is the reason why I choose this topic, too.
E . The Theoretical Basis and Way of the Research

I strive to take the Marxist economics theory as my research
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guide and use the view and way of the dialectical materialism and
historical materialism, I also draw lessons from the worthy views
and analyzing ways of western economics in order to study Japanese
capitalist economic cycle history.

Regarding the speéific research way, I’ 1l use the historical
way , the way of combining the economic factors with the non-eco-
nomic factors, and the way of combining the qualitative analysis
with the quantitative analysis. Today’s Japan evolves from
yesterday’s Japan. Today’s Japanese economic cycle linkes
vesterday’s organically. Every economic cycle is one of the sectors
of the whole economic chain. The reason links the résﬁlt , and the
result can change into another result’s reason. The research into the
past economic cycle is not my paper’s purpose, I take it as the
means that I’ Il use to study today’s economic cycle and prospect the
future.

The formation and the function of economic cycle are defined
by all kinds of factors such as profit margine . investment . consum-
ing . industrial structure, commerce , money and sc on. However,
we should not ignore the role of the non — economic factors such as
war . natural calamity. providing of primary production, the
progress of science and technology, the government’s intervention
and so on. I’ Il study the economic cycle by combining the econom-

ic factors with the non-economic factors.,
IV. The Content Structure

My paper is divided into five parts, that is, it includes the

preface . the first section. the second section . the third section and
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the finish writing. The contents of the preface include the research
meaning . the present research situation, etc. The first section’s
contents include mainly the analysis of the prerequisite condition of
Japanese cconomic cycle. In section two and section three, I study
the economic cycle from pre-War-Two to post-War-Two, and
analyse emphatically the influence of the economic factors and non-
economic factors that form every economic cycle.

The reason why 1 take the War-Two as the research bounds is
because that the capitalist reproduction’s internal and external condi-
tions have chanaed greatly and the function of economic cycle have
shown some new characteristics. The finish writing inquires into
the reasons of the cycle change theoretically and analyses emphati-
cally the ways and the characteristics of Japanese government’s in-

tervention in economy.
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