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CONCERNING THE TWIN PAGODAS OF QUANZHOU

The twin pagodas of Kaiyuan Temple rise ma-
jestically in the cityscape of Quanzhou. an ancient
city in southern China’s Fujian Province.

These pagodas constitute two important archi-
tectural wonders worthy of study. Zhen Guo Ta.
standing to the east , is 48. 27 meters high and Ren
Shou Ta to the west, is 45. 066 meters in height.
The two towers rise as if in stunning confrontation
and are important landmarks in Quanzhou. They are
a sturdy pair, having survived both earthquakes and
hurricanes in the 740 years since they were built in
the Southern Scng Dynasty.

Built entirely of granite following the model cit-
ed in “Construction Methods and Styles, * authored
by LI Jie during the Norhtern Song Dynasty, the
twin pagodas are of octagonal, five-storey pavilion-
like construction imitating ancient wooden building.
The entire five-story structures are supported by fly-
ing buttresses that are interjointed. From the ornate
ornamentation to the planning and precise construc-

tion of these two pagodas. these ancient structures
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are evidence of the superior technical level of southern Fujian archi-
tecture in 13th century of China.

Within the octagonal pillars , each pagoda is decorated with six-
teen carved Buddhist figures arra nged carefully at each storey, to-
taling sixty figures. Depicted are Buddha's warrior, attendants,
four major heavenly kings, high priests and ‘subbuddhas. ” Arround
each pagoda’s base are depictions of religious stories, forty-eight
pictures of flowers, animals and birds. Sixteen dwatfs are assigned
to bear the immense weight of the pillars and are carved in what
constitutes a miniature Buddha's kingdom. This is a wonderful
chance to trace the development of the Buddhist religion and its
principles, rarely seen in ancient pagoda structures.

The intricate and expressive stone-carving on each pagoda re-
veals the particular craft of Buddhist stone -carving in the Song Dy-
nasty. Free realistic brushwork with high technical skilland master-
ful composition, enrich the viewing of each pagoda. These stone
carvings emerged as a new development of Buddhist art as the cre-
ative arts of the stone caves were approaching the end of the South-
ern Song Dynasty.

These pagodas are not only important ancient examples of
pagodas recently re-discovered for further research by important ar-
chitectural scholars all over the world, but stand as endearing sym-

bols for overseas Chinese from Quanzhou.
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The book, entitled, THE TWIN PAGODAS OF QUAN-
ZHOU, eloquently deals with the architectural details and history of
these structures while giving a concrete study of Buddhism, its prin-
ciples and the art it has inspired.

Full of important research and information, it is a book that
deserves serious attention.

With the publication of this book, the twin towers that rise so
graciously above the rooftops of this ancient city can now be truly
valued for their history and architecture as well for their obvious
beauty: they are also a testment to the creativity and spirit of the

Chinese.
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