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Directions & Examples A %;
-

Reading Comprehension
Time for Each Section: 55 minutes
Directions: In each section you will read several passages. Each passage is
followed by several questions about it. For questions 1-50, you are to
choose the one best answer, (A), (B), (C), or (D), to each question.
Then, on your answer sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the

space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have chosen.

Answer all questions following a passage on the basis of what is stated or

implied in that passage.

Read the following passage:

The railroad was not the first institation to impose regularity on society,
or to draw attention to the importance of precise timekeeping. For as
long as merchants have set out their wares at daybreak and communal
festivities have been celebrated, people have been in rough agreement
with their neighbors as to the time of day.

(5)The value of this tradition is today more apparent than ever. Were it not
for public acceptance of a single vardstick of time, social life would be
unbearably chaotic: the massive daily transfers of gocds, services, and
information would proceed in fits and starts; the very fabric of modern
society would begin to unravel.

Example [

What is the main idea of the passage?

(A) In modern society we must make more time for our neighbors.

(B) The traditions of society are timeless.

(C) An accepted way of measuring time is essential for the smooth
functioning of society.

(D) Society judges people by the times at which they conduct certain

(]



Directions & Examples

activities.

The main idea of the passage is that societies need to agree about how time
is to be measured in order to function smoothly. Therefore, you should
choose (C).
Example [l

In line 5, the phrase “this tradition” refers to

(A) the practice of starting the business day at dawn

(B) friendly relations between neighbors

{C) the railroad’s reliance on time schedules

(D) people’s agreement on the measurement of time
The phrase “this tradition” refers to the preceding clause, “people have been
in rough agreement with their neighbors as to the time of day.” Therefore,
you should choose (D). Now begin work on the questions.



Section One

Section One
Question (1—6)

Martin Luther King, Junior, is well
known for his work in civil rights and for his
many famous speeches, among them his mov-
ing “I Have A Dream” speech. But fewer peo-
ple know much about King's childhood. M.
L., as he was called, was born in 1929 in At-
lanta, Georgia, at the home of his maternal

grandfather. M. L."s grandfather, the Rev-

erend A. D. Williams, purchased their home

on Auburn Avenue in 1909, 20 years before
M.L. was born. The Reverend Williams, an
eloquent speaker, played an important role in
the community since so many people’s lives
centered around the church. He allowed his
church and his home to be used as a meeting
place for a number of organizations dedicated

to the education and social advancement of

blacks. M. L. grew up in this atmosphere,
with his home being used as a community
gathering place, and was no doubt influenced
T
by it.

M. L." s childhood was not especially

eventful. His father was a minister and his

(5]
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Section One

mother was a musician. He was the second of
and he attended all-black
The neigh-

borhood was not poor, however. Auburn Av-

three children,

schools in a black neighborhood.

enue was the main artery through a prosperous
neighborhood which had come to symbolize
achievement for Atlanta’ s black people. It
was an area of banks, insurance companies,
builders, jewelers, tailors, doctors, lawyers.
and other black-owned or black-operated busi-
nesses and services. Even in the face of At-
lanta’ s segregation, the district thrived. -Dr.
King nevtf\f(_}r/gol the community spirit he had
known as a child, nor did he forget the racial
prejudice that was a seemingly insurmountable
barrier that kept black Atlantans from min-
gling with whites.
1. What is this passage mainly about?

(A) The prejudice that cxisted in Atlanta

(B) Martin Luther King's childhood

(C) M.L."

(D) The neighborhood King grew up in
2. According to the author, blacks in King's

s grandfather

neighborhood were involved in all the fol-
lowing businesses EXCEPT

(A) dentistry

(B) medical practice

[+]

jewelers n. XK/

black-operated adj. | A%
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Section One

o

t

3.

(C) law firms
(D) banking
The word “gathering” in line 20 could best
be replaced by
(A) picking
(B) learning
.In line 30, the word “it”

(C) exciting
(D) meeting

the following?

(A) achievement

(B) Auburn Avenue

(C) segregation

(D) services
- According to the author, King was influ-
enced by __
{A) a community spirit
(B) black lawyers

(C) his mother

(D) his speeches

6. According to the author, M.L.

(A) had a difficult childhood
(B) was a good musician as a child
(C) loved to listen to his grandfather speak

(D) grew up in a relatively rich area of At-
lanta

refers to which of

. % (D). gathering ¥
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Section One

Question (7—12)

After two decades of growing student en-
rollments and economic prosperily, business
schools in the United States have started to
Only Harvard® s MBA

School showed a substantial increase in enroll-

face harder times.

ment in the 1993 school year. Both Princeton
and Stanford have seen decreases in their en-
rollments. Since 1990, the number of people
receiving Masters in Business Administration
(MBA) degrees, has dropped about 3 percent
to 75,000, and the trend of lower enroliment
rates is expected to continue.

There are two factors causing this de-
crease in students seeking an MBA degree.
The first one is that many zraduates of four-
year colleges are finding that an MBA degree
is not a guarantee for 4 £]ush J]oh on Wall
_Slre-el, or in other financial districts of major
American cities. Many of the entry-level man-
agement jobs are going to students graduating
with Master of Arts degrees in English and
the humanities as well as these holding MBA

degrees. Students have asked the question,

<]

enrollment n. A%
prosperity n. ¥
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Section One

“Is an MBA degree really what I need to be
best prepared for getting a good joh?” The

second major factor has been the cutting of

American payroll and the lower number of en-

try-level jobs being offered. Business needs are

changing, and MBA schools are struggling o

meet the new demands.

7.

What is the main focus of this passage?
{A) Jobs on Wall Street

(B) Types of graduate degrees

(C) Changes in enrollment for MBA schools
(D) How schools are changing to reflect the

economy

. Which of the following university’ s busi-

ness schools has not shown a decrease in en-
roliment?

(A) Princeton

{B) Harvard

(C) Stanford

(D) Yale

. Which of the following descriptions most

likely applies to Wall Street?

(A) A center for international affairs
(B) A major financial center

(C) A shopping district

(D) A neighborhood in New York

humanities: A X8

cutting n. HIM

payroll n. T%¥

struggle to do. .. F i1 £

meet the new demands 7§ 2
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Section One

According 1o the passage, what are two

causes of declining business school enroll-

ments?

(A) Lack of necessity for an MBA and an
economic recession

(B) Low salary and foreign competition

(C) Fewer MBA schools and fewer entry-
level jobs

(D) Declining population and economic

prosperity

. Which of the following might be the topic

of the next paragraph?

(A) MBA schools’ efforts to change

(B) Future economic predictions

(C) A history of the recent econo-
mic changes

(D) Descriptions of non-MBA gra-

duate programs

.The word “cutting” in line 13 could best

be replaced by which of the following?
(C) dividing
(D) carving

(A) wounding
{B) reducing

10.

2.
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Question (13—18)

Footracing is a popular activity in the U-
nited States. It is not only seen as a competi-
tive sport, but also as a way to exercise, to
enjoy lhe@er&dene of like-minded people,
and t%onate money to a good cause. Though
serious runners may S[K‘rld mcmlhs training to
compete, other runners and walkers might not
train at all. Those not competing to win might
run in an effort to beat their own time, or
simply to enjoy the fun and exercise. People of
all ages, from those less than one year old
(who may be pushed in strollers) to those in
their 80s, enter into this sport. The races are
held on city streets, on college campuses,
through parks, and in suburban areas, and are
commonly 5 to 10 kilometers in length.” .

The largest footrace in the world is the
12-kilometer Bay to Breakers race that is held
in San Francisco every spring. This race be-
gins on the east side of the city near San_ Fran-

_cisco Bay and ends on the west side at the Pa-

cific Ocean. In 1993 there were 80,000 peo-

ple running in this race through the streets

[s]
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Section One

and hills of San Francisco. In front are the se-
rious who compete to win, and who might
finish in as little as 34 minutes. Behind them
are the thousands who take several hours to
finish. In the back of the race are those who
wear costumes just for fun. In 1993 there was
a group of men all of whom dressed up like
Elvis Presley. There was a group of firefight-
ers who were all tied in a long line and were

carrying & firehose, One year there was a

bridal party in which the bride dressed in a :

long white gown and the groom wore a tuxe-
do. They threw flowers to bystanders, and
were actually married at some point along the

route.

13. The main purpose of this passage is to

(A) encourage people to exercise
(B) describe a popular activity

(C) make fun of runners in costume

(D) give reasons for the popularity of

footraces
14.The phrase “to a good cause” in line 5
could be best replaced by .
(A) because of a good reason
(B) in order to support a sound principle

(C) for a good purpose

(o]
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bridal adj. FRH

bride n. HiR
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(D) to protect a wise investment P15 MAW(D). fEEEIP
15. Which of the following are NOT implied f R EREREN
by the author? AL HBAEZMER
(A) Footraces appeal to a variety of people. T"10 win”, LR B H
(B} Walkers can compete for prizes. : TR, ANET LA
(C) Entering a race is a way to give sup- HOUERDENH
port to an organization. B wERAREE
(D) Running is a good way to strengthen AT AR,
the heart, P16 BE(A). XEMXM
16.1n what lines does the author give reasons MHEREABREA
that people enter footraces? fZzme A, T& R
(A) Lines 1-9 (C) Lines 19-31 |  #X.
(B) Lines 10- 18 (D) Lines 32-38 | 17. ®%(B). (B)MERX
17. Which of the following is NOT mentioned A HEAFHMN
in this passage? BiBA R eI S B, Wi
{A) Some runners looked like Elvis Pres- AREMK,
ley. C 18 (D). RRXER
{B) Some runners were ready to put out a 20T LR R R B R
fire, mel . BN
(C) Some runners were participating in a L X —ES T
wedding. R, TS W
(D) Some runners were serious about win- 1993 & IL ¥ 47
ning. — W MAENF T, 5
18. Which of the following best describes the | 781, HEHE(C).

I\M(}f this passage?
(A) Chrono ogical order

(B) Specific to general
(C) Cause and result
(D) Statement and example

(o]



Section One

Question (19—24)

Hi]_.ang;ﬁlcm Hughes-was one of the greatest
American writers of the twentieth century.
He was born in Jolin, Missouri, and moved to
Cleveland at the age of 14. From Cleveland he
spent one year in Mexico before attending
Columbia University in New York. For a few
years he roamed the world as a seaman, visit-
ing ports around the world and writing some
poetry. He returned 10 the United States and
attended Lincoln University, where he won
the Witter Bynner Prize for undergraduate po-
etry. After graduating in 1928, he traveled to

Spain and to Russia with the help of a :

Guggenheim fellowship. His novels include
Not Without Laughter (1930) and The Big
Sea (1940). He wrote an autobiography in

1956, and also published several collections of :

poetry. The collections include The Weary
Blues (1926). The Dream Keeper (1932);

Shakespeare in Harlem (1942), Fields of |

Wonder (1947), One Way Ticket (1947),
and Selected poems (1959). A man of many

talents, Hughes was also a lyricist, librettist,

12 |

From Cleveland he. .. M3
HMRZ X EBERHET
— RE L TAXM B
H¥RE,

seaman n. ¥ &
undergraduate adj. Z#} 4
]

fellowship n. ¥ %¥&
autobiography n. Bff
collections of poetry FE#
lyricist n. BinfE#
librettist n. ¥CEY EE 5K B &
BWAEER



Section One

.

-l

=

and a journalist. As an older man he spent

much of his time in the 1960s collecting poems

from Africa and from African-Americans to
popularize black writers. Hughes is one of the
most accomplished writers in American liter-
ary history and he is seen as one of the artistic
leaders of the Harlem Renaissance, the perioa
when a neighborhood that was predominantly
black produced a flood of great literature, mu-
sic, and other art forms depicting daily city
life for African-Americans.
19. What is the main topic of this passage?

(A) The life of Langston Hughes

(B) The Harlem Renaissance

(C) African-American writers

(D) American Lwentieth-century writers
20. Where was Langston Hughes horn?

(A) Spain

(B) New York

(C) Missouri

(D) North Carolina
21. Shakespaeare in Harlem might refer to

which of the following movements?

(A) The Civil War

(B) The Harlem Riots

(C) The Harlem Renaissance

(D) The Civil Rights Movement

popularize v. i # X
accomplished adj. F B ¥
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Section One

What provided Hughes with assistance for

his travel to Spain and Russia?
(A) His job as a reporter

(B) His career as a soldier
(C) A literary fellowship

(D) A college study program

According Lo the author, what did Hughes

do during the later years of his life?

(A) Write short stories

(B) Popularize African-American writers
(C) Advocate racial equality

(D) Write about life in Harlem

Langston Hughes was all of the following
EXCEPT
(A) novelist

(B) poet

(C) historian
(D) journalist
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