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Unit One

Unit One English Usage
Tt 7

Pre-Reading Discussion

1. How did you understand the title when you first saw it?
2. Can you think of any other word that occurs in duplication?

Which Which

James Thurber’

James Thurber's advice on the use of "which" is far more practical than
what rigid grammars offer. The compact essay, crisp and humorous in tum
of phrase, is replete with impressive illustrations. The writer's rule of thumb

concerning “which which” is likely to take root in the reader's mind.

The relative pronoun “which” can cause more trouble than any other
word, if recklessly used. Foolhardy persons sometimes get lost in
which-clauses and are never heard of again. My distinguished
contemporary, Fowler?, cites several tragic cases, of which the following
@ is one: “It was rumored that Beaconsfield® intended opening the Conference
with a speech in French, his pronunciation of which language leaving
everything to be desired...” That's as much as Mr. Fowler quotes because,
at his age, he was afraid to go any farther. The young man who originally
got into that sentence was never found. His fate, however, was not as
terrible as that of another adventurer who became involved in a remarkable
which-mire. Fowler has followed his devious course as far as he safely
could on foot: “Surely what applies to games should aiso apply to racing,
the leaders of which being the very people from whom an example might
well be looked for...” Not even Henry James* would have successfully
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emerged from a sentence with “which,” “whom,” and “being” in it. The safest
way to avoid such things is to follow in the path of the American author,
Ernest Hemingway?®. In his youth he was trapped in a which-clause one
time and barely escaped with his mind. He was going along on solid ground
until he got into this: “It was the one thing of which, being very much
afraid—for whom has not been warned to fear such things—he..” Being a
young and powerfully built man, Hemingway was able to fight his way
back to where he had started, and begin again. This time he skirted the
treacherous morass in this way: “He was afraid of one thing. This was the
one thing. He had been warned to fear such things. Everybody has been
warned to fear such things.” Today Hemingway is alive and well, and many
happy writers are following along the trail he blazed.

2 What most people don't realize is that one “which” leads to another.
Trying to cross a paragraph by leaping from “which” to “which” is like Eliza
crossing the ice®. The danger is in missing a “which” and falling in. A case
in point is this: “He went up to a pew which was in the gallery, which
brought him under a colored window which he loved and always quieted
his spirit.” The writer, worn out, missed the last “which” — the one that
should come just before “always” in that sentence. But supposing he had
got it in! We would have: “He went up to a pew which was in the gallery,
which brought him under a colored window which he loved and which
always quieted his spirit.” Your inveterate whicher in this way gives the
effect of tweeting like a bird or walking with a crutch, and is not welcome
in the best company.

7 ltis well to remember that one “which” leads to two and that two
“whiches” multiply like rabbits. You should never start out with the idea
that you can get by with one “which.”

Suddenly they are all around you.

Take a sentence like this: “It imposes

a problem which we either solve, or

perish.” On a hot night, or after a hard
day’s work, a man often lets himself "= Q

get by with a monstrosity like that, &2 =3

2

@®
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but suppose he dictates that sentence bright and early in the morning. It
comes to him typed out by his stenographer and he instantly senses that
something is the matter with it. He tries to reconstruct the sentence, still
clinging to the “which,” and gets something like this: “It imposes a problem
which we either solve, or which, failing to solve, we must perish on account
of.” He goes to the water-cooler, gets a drink, sharpens his pencil, and
grimly tries again. “lIt imposes a problem which we either solve or which
we don't solve and ...” He begins once more: “It imposes a problem which
we either solve, or which we do not solve, and from which ..” The more
times he does it the more “whiches” he gets. The way out is simple: “We
must either solve this problem, or perish.” Never monkey with “which”.
Nothing except getting tangled up in a typewriter ribbon is worse.

Notes:

[.

James Thurber: US humorist and cartoonist (1894-1961). Since 1927, he published

many of his essays, stories, and sketches in the New Yorker magazine.

- Fowler: Henry Watson Fowler, British lexicographer (1858-1933), the compiler of

A Dictionary of Modern English Usage (1926).

- Beaconsfield: Benjamin Disraeli (1804-1881), 1st Earl of Beaconsfield, British

statesman, novelist, and prime minister (1868 and 1874-1880).

- Henry James: US novelist (1843-1916). American by birth, he became a naturalized

British citizen in 1915. His works are distinguished for the exploration of human
behavior. His important novels include The Portrait of a Lady (1881), The Wings of
the Dove (1902), and The Ambassadors (1903). James is particularly capable of

manipulating long sentences.

- Ernest Hemingway: US novelist (1898-1961), Nobel Prize winner for literature

(1954). His works include The Sun Also Rises (1926), A Farewell to Arms (1929),
and For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940). His terse style has a tremendous influence on
modern American canons of writing.

- Eliza crossing the ice: To escape from slavery, Eliza crossed the ice to get freedom

in Ohio. Worse than that, she also had blood-hounds pursuing her. These are thrilling
scenes from Jay Rial’s play, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, adapted from Harriet Stowe’s
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successful novel. In the late 19th century, many companies playing Uncle Tom's

Cabin were rivaled in popularity only by circus.

Understanding the Tert
I. Answer the foliowing questions:

I
. Can you disentangle the “whiches” in the examples?

)

e

What does Thurber want to say about “which” in the essay?

In what ways are Ernest Hemingway and Henry James relevant to the essay?
How seriously does Thurber want rcaders to take his advice?

In your opinion, is it good advice? Why/why not?

. What techniques contribute to the humor of the essay?

l. Explain the following underlined parts:

I

5

4,

6,

Foolhardy persons sometimes get lost in wh]ch clauses and are never heard of agam

. His fate, however, was not as terrlble as Ihdt of dnother adventurer who became

involved in a remarkable which-mire.

Not even Henry James would have successfully emerged from a sentence with

“which,” whom and ‘being™ in it.

In his youth he was trapped in a which-clause one time and barely escaped with hlS

mmd
Trymg to cross a paragraph by leaping from “which” to “which” is like Eliza crossing

the ice.

Your inveterate whicher in this way gives the effect of tweeting like a bird or walking

with a crutch, and is not welcome in the best company.

Vocabulary Development
| Examine the following suffixes, and then expand the lists as extensively as
possible:

9y

-ous: humorous, murderous, treacherous

-ity: clarity, continuity, monstrosity
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II. Fil in the blanks with the appropriate forms of the given words:

reckless foolhardy treacherous blaze
contemporary perish monstrosity
devious grimly idiosyncratic

The murderer who killed a dozen of kids in the neighborhood is stili at large. The

community feels there is no safety to talk about if the is around all the

time.
2. The investigation on the world’s worst act of cybervandalism, the “love
Bug,™ has resulted in identifying a possible suspect.
KR food like milk and fruit should be kept in the refrigerator.
4. Henry always gets up late and rushes _ to work.
5. It’s said in a local paper that a risk-taking man made a(n) attempt to go
over Niagara Falls in a barrel.
6. Elvis Presley _atrail in pop music.
7.The _________ reaperis a symbol for death in Western culture. The reaper is
thought as a skeleton in a hooded cloak who gathers his crop, the dead, with a sharp
scythe.
8. Is it possible to consider Descartes as a(n) . with Newton? If so, what is
the significance of the point?
9. We took a(n) route through side streets to avoid the traffic jam.
10. Keeping dried flowers is a(n) ' __of hers.
{Il. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of the given expressions:
leave everything to be desired  get lost emerge from  apply to
fight one’s way start out  get by monkey with
[. That student would always with sloppy typing. It's just unbelievable
to me.
2. Never ever the regulation. It is a no-nonsense regulation.
3. I'have to say your essay is not good. In fact, it
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How many schools haveyou ~_so far?
He _ . as ahigh school teacher, and wound up as a doorman.

. The patterns ___the research project were basically unpredictable.
. The writer _____ inhis discussion of English history, confusing the English

Revolution with the Glorious Revolution.
For years, the diplomats ~~~ to achieve the last-stitch settlement.

IV. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of farther or further, and then
tell the differences between them:

3

3
N

. It is pretty dark and rainy. We shan’t goany
. The authorities willgo ~__into the investigation of the incident.

Which of these citiesis _____ away from New York?
I’ll stay for 15 minutes more, but I can’t afford to go any _
After getting an AA (Associate in Arts) from the community college, Bill was

determinedto __ his education at the Graduate School of UCLA.
For _______ information, please go to our homepage.
- Onthe ~ side of the square there is a parking lot.
. People say “collegeof ~  education” in British English, and “college of

continuing education” in American English.

Expression & Structure
I. Place the given expressions in the appropriate blanks:

. They told nothing _

+. The store normally opens at 9:00, Saturdays and Sundays _
. He wondered why he was

except excepted excepting
except for except that exception

they would pick us up at seven.

. Everything in the apartment he rented was in a good shape the bathroom.
. You have to read every chapter of the book without

from the punishment.

. The youngest child sweet-talked her mother into ___him from sharing the
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7.
8.

household chores.
The essay reads nice and fresh _ the concluding remarks.

Withthe _ of Mary, all the students joined the party.

. Find out the central metaphor that gets extended in the following sentences.
Then write a brief sentence to sum up the conceptual gist of the extended
metaphor. You may start the sentence with Using which-clauses is (like) ....

= e —

Foolhardy persons sometimes get lost in which-clauses and are never heard of again.

The young man who originally got into that sentence was never found.

. Fowler has followed his devious course as far as he safely could on foot.
. The safest way to avoid such things is to follow in the path of the American author,

Ernest Hemingway. In his youth he was trapped in a which-clause one time and

barely escaped with his mind.

. This time he skirted the treacherous morass in this way.
0.

Today Hemingway is alive and well, and many happy writers are following along
the trail he blazed.

. The danger is in missing a “which” and falling in.

8. The writer, worn out, missed the last “which” — the one that should come just

before “always” in that sentence.

Ill. Examine the as ... as structure used in Fowler has followed his devious
course as far as he safely could on foot. Rewrite the following sentences
using the as + adverb + as structure to combine them. Employ elliptical
structures if possible.

|

5

~J

. Tony knew his brother’s whereabouts. Tony knew nothing else about his brother.

The images do not gleam in this recent poem. Images have gleamed in other poems
written by the poet.

. He cheated in the exam. He had always behaved scandalously.

- The sportsmen train themselves very hard. The amateurs’ training is also very hard.
. He sings beautifully. Even the pop singer can do no better than he.

6.

He did the job half-heartedly. He handled other things in the same manner.

- The CEO’s son uttered an excuse in a haughty way. Only his father would have

done it that way.
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8.

Dos 6.2 runs fast with an outdated computer. Windows 2000 runs fast with a P III

computer, too.

IV. Follow Hemingway’s example to rewrite the following sentences:
Example: [Irwas the one thing of which, being very much afraid — for whom has not

to

been warned to fear such things — he ...
— He was afraid of one thing. This was the one thing. He had been warned

to fear such things. Everybody has been warned to fear such things.

- It was rumored that Beaconsfield intended opening the Conference with a speech in

French, his pronunciation of which language leaving everything to be desired ...

. Surely what applies to games should also apply to racing, the leaders of which being

the very people from whom an example might well be looked for ...

. He went up to a pew which was in the gallery, which brought him under colored

window which he loved and which always quieted his spirit.

. It imposes a problem which we either solve, or which we do not solve, and from

which ...

- Lasked the usual questions, which got unusual answers, which set my head spin.
. The mobile phone which is lying on the coffee table belongs to Linda, which was

left here yesterday afternoon.

. His first impression of the town, which he visited ten years ago, a time which was

full of disorder, should be rounded out.

. Maggie preferred the color of powder blue, which reminded her of the wallpaper of

her childhood room, which felt silky and soft.

Discussion Forum
I. Questions

l.

By

Metaphor and simile are frequently used in writing. Could you tell their difference
and give some supporting examples?
Hyperbole (exaggeration) is another figurative device. How is it related to humor?

I1. Pair Work

Search for a sample passage written by Henry James to have a foretaste of his



