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A Brief Introduction

Zhang Xuecheng (Chang Hsiieh-cheng) is a famous scholar and
thinker of the Qing dynasty. Although his life was {full of frustrations,
he achieved excellent successes in academic and cultural fields. He ad-
vanced a complete set of views on historiograpy, local historiography
and bibliography, really accomplished on epitomizing the ancient
thoughts and building his own individual genius. Zhang also raised
many original views on the subjects of social politics,philosophy ,litera-
tureseducation and genealogy.

This book is the first monograph in China that overall expound the
life and academic thoughts of Zhang Xuecheng in a systematic way. Be-
ing divided into 11 chapters, this book separately set forth the back-
ground of Zhang’s times, life, works, social and political views, philo-
sophical idea,theory of historical science, theory of local records, theo-
ry of bibliography,theory of genealogy,theory of literature, theory of
education and his relations to Eastern Zhejiang school ,etc. The book
also apprises Zhang Xuecheng’s status and influence in the ancient Chi-
nese acadmic and cultural history in a spirit of seeking truth from the
facts. The book is full of rich and accurate materials and arguments

based on facts,read smoothly. There are many splendid ideas in this

book.
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