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On City Function Abstract

The theme of this dissertation is about the contempo-
rary science of city, especially a prominent problem of the
city economics, i.e. the city function. The distinguish,
definition, arrangement, location, movement and man-
agement of the city functions are the important questions
for the study in the macroeconomics. The special study of
the city function has a theoretical and practical signifi-
cance for the perfect city macroscopic economical manage-
ment, the advancing city function construction, and the
accelerating socialist urbanization of our country. This
dissertation is under the guide of Marxist economics and
the conception of city, and closely contacts the plentiful
practices of Chinese socialist urbanism process, draws on
the useful experience of the city function development in
the developed countries, in order to try hard to gain new
original ideas in many aspects. It gives priority to the city
economics, combined with the city geography, the city

programming and the city administration for the multiple
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study of the city function. The main train of thought is
applying the method of the unify of history and logic,
from abstract to concrete, from internal to external, to
the comprehensive study of the historical laws of the gen-
esis, development and evolution of the city function, the
system of the city function, the relation between the city
and the area outside the city, the influence on the city
function by the economic systems, the essential thinking
about the fineness of the city function, and the transform
of the function of the city government.

Based on the gaining numerous views, Introduction
analyzes the concepts of the city and city function, sum-
marizes the main contents of this dissertation, and ex-
pounds the theoretical and actual meanings of the special
studding city function.

Chapter 1 studies mainly Marxist classical authors’
discussions on the city genesis, the city function and the
future prospect, completely elaborates Marxist concep-
tion of city, analyzes and comments on domestic and
abroad scholars’ theories about the city function, and on
this base explores further, makes every effort to the new
progress in the study of city function.

Chapter 2 studies the inherent objective laws of the

development of the city function, and holds the move-
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ment structure of modern city function system. Firstly,
making a historical investigation on the genesis and devel-
opment of the city function, I am firstly bring to light the
essential law of the development of the city function, i.e.
the function additional development law. Secondly, mak-
ing a time investigation on the city function, I am going a
step further to reveal the three expressions of the function
additional development law, i.e. the function addition
double effect law, the leading function variation evolution
law, and the function escalation increment law. Finally,
making a present analysis on the modern city function
system, I am applying systematic science theory to re-
vealing the integration, structure, arrangement and open-
ness feature of the city function.

Chapter 3 studies the types of the city function.
Firstly, from the point of view of quality, from the angle
of the peculiarity of a city, I am putting forward the con-
cept Function Quality of the city, and on this base mak-
ing the taxonomy of Chinese cities. Secondly, from the
point of view of quantity, from the angle of the capabili-
ties of the city action on the area outside the city, I am
putting forward the concept Function Level, and on this
base making an practical analysis on the condition of

Chinese city function. Finally, from the point of view
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of the unify of quality and quantity, from the angle of the
space location difference between the cities, [ am putting
forward the concept Function Position, and on this base
making further exploration for the space distribution of
Chinese city system.

Chapter 4 studies the relation between the economic
systems a;ld the city function, emphatically studies the
different effects on the city function under the different
economic systems. It is under the guide of Deng Xiaoping
Theory, seriously reflects the harmful consequence on the
city function from the plan economic system, analyzes
the driving influence on the Chinese city function develop-
ment by the economic system reform which leading to the
market economy, and then makes an positive compara-
tive analysis on Hong Kong and Shanghai city function
evolution under the different economic systems, in order
to explain that Chinese city function development could
have a bright prospect, so long as we deepen firmly the
reform and enlarge the openness, build the socialist mar-
ket economic system.

Chapter 5 studies the fineness of the city function.
According to the objective laws of the city function devel-
opment and the systematic features of the city function

system, and on the base of the experience and lesson of
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the Chinese city function construction since 1949, and
drawing on the useful experience of the external developed
countries, it explores the basic train of thought of the city
function fineness in three aspects of the city function com-
position, the space distribution and the movement sys-
tem.

Chapter 6 studies finally the transform of the city
government function, because the government function is
an external element for the city function, but a most im-
portant restrictive element. In the light of the tendency
and demand of the city function development under the
socialist market economy, the city government function
must change radically from the microcosmic management
to the macroscopic control, from the singe administration
to the synthetic coordination, from the implement com-
mand to the supply service, from the tactics practice to
the strategy supervision. In the period of the economic
system transform, the focal points of the city government
function are the building infrastructure, the culture con-
struction, the market system complement and city —
country integration. The transform of the city govern-
ment function will provide vigorous guarantee for the city

function development.
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