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ABSTRACT

The relationship between belief and morality, ZS

and for that matter, the relationship between belief
education and moral education, is a very sensitive,
realistic, and challenging issue. As a starting
point, this study explores the avoidance of core val-
ue or ultimate value in both practice and theory, a
widespread phenomenon in existence in current
school moral education in China today. Moral edu-
cation that losing ultimate value roots has led to in-
effectiveness in practice. If it is not modified, the
crisis of moral education in China will become more
and more severe. Based on some research achieve-
ments that have been gained in this field, the stud-



ies through the method of special theme focus on the following
three points:

1. Religion and moral education. Religion, if we criticize it
from the social point of view, is “the people’ s opium” indeed,
but if we consider it as a field of human life, we can easily find
out that it has its special values in the ultimate value care for
mankind. In religious systems, ultimate beliefs can give their dis-
ciples an inner dynamic and a sacred feeling when they are practic-
ing moralities. Religious organizations also help their disciples
build their faiths and character with the help of the whole human
culture. So moral education in religions has its sacred, spiritual,
and cultural nature. Therefore it is very important for us to im-
prove school moral education to study the patterns of religious be-
liefs and moral education, and find out some resources of moral e-
ducation in religions. In this book, H{F& < 12L& L’ s theory is
discussed as a case in order to find out and explore resources of
moral education in religions . B{X % <12 X L’ s open attitude
toward religions, his emphasis on life ideals , and his using such
religious concepts as “mission in life” “love” and “conscience” and
so on to explain and solve the problems in school moral education
are very constructive and inspiring to us.

2. Political belief and Moral education. Ancient Chinese
satisfied their desire for ultimate value in philosophical pattern
rather than in religious pattern. In ancient times, Chinese would
regard the virtues as a premise on which to seek their political ide-
al, and so moral standards became political criterions. In con-
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trast, modern Chinese during “the Culture Revolution”, substi-
tuted standards of morality for political criterions, This led to so-
cial and educational tragedies in the whole nation. To learn from
history, it is very necessary to study the mutual interactive rela-
tionship between political belief and moral life. A comparative
study of John Dewey and Suhomlingsky (B. A. CyxoMuHCKHi1)
leads us to the conclusion that effective aims of education must ex-
ist inside educational process; The interaction of political belief
and moral education is one of preconditions of effective moral edu-
cation; The formation of moral atmosphere in school is the basic
condition of effective moral education; Both belief education and
moral education depend on effective educational activities.

3. Life belief and moral education. Life belief, as a univer-
sal form of belief, is the medium between religious and political
beliefs. There are two key points in the relationship between life
belief and moral education. One is “the outlook of happiness”,
the other is “ideal or sacred character”. First, issues of life can
mean seeking happiness, and the key of seeking happiness is to
build the moral system. One of the educational aims should be in-
dividual happiness. But both creating and feeling of happiness is
individual ability that must be cultivated through education.
Whether feeling happiness or creating happiness, everybody needs
building his life belief system and moral system of standards for
his daily life. Second, mankind has the nature of non-accom-
plished and desire of transcending himself, so “learning to be a

saint (holy person)” is not only a value guidance but also an inner
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need of a human being. Ancient moral education in China af-
firmed necessity of “learning to be a saint”, created the layers of
educational objectives for learning from saints by displaying the
advantage of holy character, and tried to give a social and educa-
tional system support. This wisdom is a good resource that can be
analyzed and learned.

The ultimate belief have four functions (proving, concentrat-
ing, sacred feeling and upgrading) that affect moral personality
construction. Three suggestions are offered in these studies: 1.
Acknowledge the necessity of providing belief education in Chi-
nese education system; 2. improve the belief education according
to different patterns ( including religious belief, political belief,
life belief, and so on ) ; and 3. Find out and use different meth-

ods of belief education suitable for children of various ages.

KEY WORDS

Ultimate (Value) Care Belief Education Moral Education
Resembling Religion Happiness Education Saint Personality
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