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1 Schoolhouse-on-wheels
LR R N

riving a large truck over mountain roads is not the usual way
Dthat a schoolteacher begins her day—especially if she is a
preschool' teacher. But Mrs. Beth Miller does this five days every
week. Her unusual schoolhouse-on-wheels is really a large truck.
The back of the truck has been made into a classroom in order to
carry the advantages of modern education to remote areas of the
state of West Virginia. In many rural® areas of this state it is impos-
sible for small children to go to regular schools because of the isola-
tion caused by the many hills and valleys of Appalachians®.

The purpose of the schoolhouse-on-wheels project is to develop
basic skills and social behavior in children three to five years of age.
This is accomplished* throught games, exercises, toys, and simple
handicrafts. The schoolhouse-on-wheels concept also teaches the
young children to recognize 300 to 400 words on the printed page.
This is a great advantage in helping the pupils to learn to read when
they begin regular school. In its three-year history the project has
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helped about 350 children in an area composed of five counties. an
area of 20,000 square kilometers'.

The schoolhouse-on-wheels is part of the Appalachian Educa-
tional Laboratory, a research effort paid for by the federal govern-
ment. Besides the mobile classroom, other parts of the program in-
clude lessons by television and visits to the homes of the students.
The technique is very effective, and one teacher can do the work of
seven in a traditional educational system. As a result the program
costs about 50% less than the regular kindergarten®.

All these advantages of the schoolhouse-on-wheels have made
both parents and school officials happy. West Virginia plans to in-
crease the program and to include it in the public school system so
that more than 4, 500 preschool children can have this valuable

learning experience.
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Comprehension Questions

How does Mrs. Beth Miller begin her day?

What is her unusual schoolhouse-on-wheels?

Why is it impossible for small children in many places of West
Virginia to go to regular schools?

‘What is the purpose of the schoolhouse-on-wheels?

How to fulfill the purpose?

Why do they teach children to recognize 300 to 400 words?
How long has this project practised?

What are the other parts of the program?

How do we know this technique is very effective?

10. What does West Virginia plan to do?
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Why Do We Celebrate the
New Year?

Mt 2 BB BAE 2

ne of the oldest customs’ of mankind is the celebration of the
() new year. Some people say the Chinese were the first to start
it, others believe it was the ancient? Germans, and still others claim®
it was the Romans. We know that the Chinese have always had a
great festival® at the time of their new year which comes later than
ours. The Chinese new year festival last several days. The ancient
Germans established® a new year festival because of the changing
seasons. The German winter began about the middle of November.
This was the time when they gathered the harvest, because every-
body came together at this time for the happy occasion®, and be-
cause it meant they would have a period of rest from work after-
wards. They would make merry and have a great holiday. Even
though it was November, they considered it the beginning of the
new year! When the Romans conquered’ Europe, they changed this
time of celebration to the first of January. From then the coming of
the new year was a symbol of a new life with new hope for the
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