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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO “THE
BIOGRAPHY OF YUAN LONG-PING”
“THE FATHER OF HYBRID RICE”

Yuan Longping was born in peking, 1930, He
experienced a turbulent childhood and a unforgetl-
able youth stage, He graduated from the Southwest
Agricultural College in 1953, then wes assigned to
work in a remote place—Anjiang Agriculture School
in Hunan province, It was there Yuan served for
19 years as a teacher of crop genetics and breeding,
In 1971 he was transferred to the Hunan Academy
of Agricultural Sciences, In 1978 Yuan was promo-
ted to the highest academic rank in China—senior
researcher, Since 1984 to date,he has been the dire-
ctor of Hunan Hybrid Rice Research Center,

Yuan was enlightened and encouraged by a
natural F,; hybrid rice plant showing very signific-
ant heterosis that he watched in an experimental paddy
field in 1960, Facing the severe famine in the ear-
ly 1960’s in China, with a strong will to fight
against hunger for his country and people he devo-
ted himself to the cause of development of hybrid
rice, He smashed the trammels of traditional "gene-




tic theory that “rice belongs to self-pollinated
plant, there is no harm in selfing so there is no
heterosis in cross” , exploring a new way im rice
breeding, Since the first study on rice male steril-
ity in 1964, Yuan persisted in continuing his resea-
rch work, clambing steadly from the realm of
neccessity to the nealm of freedom im hybrid rice
breeding, Eventually, Yuan picked a splendid gem
in the realm of green,and won a honorable name
“the father of hybrid rice” |,

The upper section of the biography put much
emphasis on describing the rough and twist path
Yuan had undergone,and how he avoided ingeniously
the adverse current of Culture Revolution, how he
was strongly-welled by “little strokes fell great
rockes” ,and kept faith of being bound to succeed,
Under the leadership of the Communist party, rely-
ing on the spirits of socialisit cooperation, leading
his asisstants through hard and intelligent work and
keeping a firm grasp on chance Yuan become the
first scientist in the world who achieved the explo-
itation of rice heterosis commercially,

After that, Yuan did not rest content with his
achievements,For further raising the yield potential
of hybrid rice to meet the food requirement of the
whole world, he proposed his idea about the
stradegy of hybrid rice breeding development which
called “Yuan Long-ping’s thinkings” by some
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people, According to this stradegy a breakthrough
of the inter-subspecific hybrid rice by two line
system has been made,which showed that the hybrid
rice technology in China will continue its leading
position in the world,

Followed by wining the first special invention
prize in China, Yuan has been awarded by three
international Rcience prizes, It is a world wide

spectacular miracle]




