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King: But now, my cousin Hamlet, and my son —

Hamlet £AsideJ: A little more than kin, and less, than
kind!

King: How is it that the clouds still hang on you?

Hamlet: Not so, my lord. I am too much i’the sun.
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THE CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY

KING FERDINAND OF NAVARRE
BEROWNE

LLONGAVILLE p lords attending the King
DUMAINE

DON ADRIANO DE ARMADO, a Spanish braggart
MOTE, his page

HOLOFERNES, a schoolmaster

NATHANIEL» @ curate

DuLL, a constable

COSTARD, a swain

JAQUENETTA, a dairymaid

A FORESTER

THE PRINCESS OF FRANCE

ROSALINE

MARIA ladies attending the Princess
KATHARINE

BOYET, a French lord

Two LLoRDS

MARCADE, @ messenger

Lords and attendants
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Berowne [ ba'raun]

Longaville [ 'longsvil]

The Princess of France, % ¥ 5% H /s F Margaret (Marguerite) of
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FESH.RERKMQE., 158ELBEHAETHIE . HRKFAH, F ot
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Dumaine [ dju'mein]

Don Adriano De Armado [ don 'eidrijenou di ai'ma:dou] : Armado &
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Mote [mout] (F X R“#d")

Holofernes [ holou'fa:nis]

Nathaniel [ na'6znjsl]

Costard ['kastad] (F X H“KER™)

Jaquenetta [ d3zekwi'nets]

Rosaline [ 'rozalin]

Maria [ moa'raia

Katharine [ 'kze0rin]

Boyet [ 'baiat]

Marcade [ 'ma:keid ]
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ACT I SCENE 1

ACT 1
SCENE 1

Enter Ferdinand, King of Navarre, Berowne, Lon-
gaville, and Dumaine

King

Let fame, that all hunt after in their lives,

Live registered upon our brazen tombs,

And then grace us in the disgrace of death;

When, spite of cormorant devouring Time,

Th’endeavour of this present breath may buy

That honour which shall bate his scythe's keen edge,

And make us heirs of all eternity.

Therefore, brave conquerors — for so you are,

That war against your own affections

And the huge army of the world's desires —

Odur late edict shall strongly stand in force:

Navarre shall be the wonder of the world;

Our court shall be a little academe,

Still and contemplative in living art.

You three, Berowne, Dumaine, and Longaville,

Have sworn for three years' term to live with me,

My fellow-scholars, and to keep those statutes

That are recorded in this schedule here.

Your oaths are passed; and now subscribe your names,

That his own hand may strike his honour down

That violates the smallest branch herein.

If you are armed to do as sworn to do,

Subscribe to your deep oaths, and keep it too.
Longaville
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2 brazen: brass.

3 grace (vt. ): honour. disgrace: disfigurement. decay.

4 spite of: despite. cormorant devouring Time: Time which de-
vours as greedily as a cormorant (f§#%). cormorant iX B {6 2 id], [
ravenous.

5 Th’endeavour. .. breath: that our endeavour while we arec alive,

6 bate: abate, blunt. his: its, i. e. , Time's, PH# Q2 EFEH X —
Rl FRK AW (scythe), XE—Y),

9 war (v.) fight. affections: passions, desires.

11 late: recent.

13 academe: academy, society of scholars.

14 Still; quiet. living art: the art of living a good life, ¥+ HIE
BHEHBEBEERITH “ars vivendi”, BT E AN EEIR
HBRBRBER AR ERREEPREEN— T3, B RAERE

17 keep: abide by, observe.

18 schedule: written paper.

19 passed; uttered, pronounced.

20 That; so that. hand: (1) F;(2) handwriting, signature,

21 That: whoever. branch: article.

22 armed; prepared. R 8—10 fT AL ER M.
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ACT I SCENE I

I am resolved. 'Tis but a three years™ fast.

The mind shall banquet though the body pine.

Fat paunches have lean pates, and dainty bits

Make rich the ribs but bankrupt quite the wits.
He signs

Dumaine

My loving lord, Dumaine is mortified.
The grosser manner of these world's delights
He throws upon the gross world’s baser slaves.
To love, to wealth, to pomp, I pine and die,
With all these living in philosophy.

He signs

Berowne

1 can but say their protestation over,

So much, dear liege, I have already sworn,
That is, to live and study here three years.
But there are other strict observances:

As not to see a woman in that term ——
Which T hope well is not enrolléd there;

And one day in a week to touch no food,
And but one meal on every day beside —
The which T hope is not enrolled there;

And then to sleep but three hours in the night,
And not be seen to wink of all the day,
When 1 was wont to think no harm all night,
And make a dark night too of half the day —
Which T hope well is not enrolled there.

O, these are barren tasks, too hard to keep,
Not to see ladies, study, fast, not sleep.

King

Your oath is passed, to pass away from these.

Berowne

Let me say no, my liege, an if you please.
T only swore to study with your grace,



