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Introduction to the Teacher

This book has been designed to help you develop your students’ reading skills. It follows the
new revised syllabus of English and covers the general objectives which have been detailed
by the Ministry of Education. The book also parallels the contents of Senior English for
China 1 (SEFC 1) unit by unit.

Organization of the book

The book is organized like the Students’ Book into 26 units that follow more or less the topics
of the coursebook. Students and classes can read these units in any order. You can choose
to read first the texts that are of special interest to your class.

Subjects

The subjects in this book are a little different from the ones in SEFC 1. There are more texts
on the lifestyles of young people, sport, outdoor activities, computers and new technology.
There are fewer texts about famous people from the past. We hope your students will find
the subjects interesting and useful. The best thing to do is to look at the Contents and get a
general idea. Then you can choose the texts that are of special interest to your class.

Text types

This book includes different kinds of text types, for example, dialogue, interview, diary,
narrative, description, biography, quiz, questionnaire, story, joke, factfile. The purpose is
not only to introduce variety, but also to show students the different ways language is used
in texts. In addition, the text type has an influence on reading speed. For example, a dialogue,
or narrative with dialogue is likely to have simpler sentence structures; this encourages a

faster reading speed.

Structures
The texts are more advanced than the ones in SEFC 1. Texts are longer. Sentences are longer
too and the whole book includes the new structures that are introduced in Senior 1.

Vocabulary
Throughout the English Support Series the wordlist is expanded in line with the new
requirements of the Ministry of Education. The purpose of this expansion is to allow the
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introduction of some very common words and phrases that did not appear in SEFC.
Some of the new words are syllabus-words for Senior 1~3, but others are non-syllabus
words. Students should recognize that they don’t have to learn non-syllabus words; it’s
enough to recognize them and understand their meaning. By introducing non-syllabus
words, we have been able to write texts about more interesting topics.

Formality

Teachers may notice that contractions (e.g. “aren’t”) are regularly used in many texts, not
only in dialogues. There is an increasing trend in current English to use informal forms in
written English.

Training students to read effectively
There are many different ways of reading, and there are different reading speeds too. That
is why this book is called “Developing reading skills”. (skills = plural)

We suggest the following method:

1  The first task is a fast reading to get the general idea of the text. Students shouldn’t stop
to look up new words. They may have to answer a general comprehension question, or
mark the text in some way (write numbers or symbols at the side, circle or underline),
just as we do in real life. Sometimes they will be asked to give their own response to
atext and to compare their response with a classmate. For many of these tasks, of course,
there is no Answer Key.

2 The next reading task is a slower, more careful reading to understand the main points
of the text or to find out more detailed information. Again, students shouldn’t look up
new words, unless they need them to complete the task.

3 Students do the remaining reading tasks, if there are any. These may include vocabulary
study, or the study of some phrases.

4  If you wish, get students to read the text again, perhaps for homework. At this stage, they
can look up some of the new words; encourage them to look up only those words that
they personally would like to understand better. In other words, they must choose!

There are some extra texts, like factfiles and jokes, which have no tasks (and no answers in
the Answer Key). Students can read these if they have time and if they are interested in the
subject. In other words, they can choose!
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Answer Key

To give students practice in reading and to develop their reading skills, nearly all the texts

have at least one task. These include:

— Reading to get the general idea.

— Reading to answer detailed questions.

— Reading and note writing (in a table at the bottom of the text).

— Other tasks related to understanding, e.g. putting pictures or sentences in order, True /
False exercises, MCQs (multiple choice questions), labelling pictures and so on.

— Vocabulary study.

There is an Answer Key at the back of the book.

Developing a repertoire of reading skills

From the above sections it can be seen that this book is designed to help students become
more effective readers, and to use the appropriate reading approach. In other words, during
the course of this book students will be required to:

~ Read fast to get the gist (& %) of a text (skimming).

— Search a text for specific information, e.g. dates, numbers, names (scanning).

— Read a text to understand detail.

— Read a text and make notes.

— Retrieve information from different parts of a text.

— Compare information from different parts of a text.

— Study phrases carefully in order to check understanding.

Classroom techniques
This is not the place to suggest to teachers further procedures for conducting a reading class.
However, two particular procedures should be emphasized:

1 Justifying the answer. Where students do a True / False exercise or a MCQ task, it is
not enough to give students the answers. Even if students have found the correct answer,
they should justify these by referring to the relevant part of the text. Some of these tasks
are titled “Finding the evidence”.

2 Inferring an answer to a question. Some answers to questions are inferred, i.e. these
answers are not explicitly contained in the text, but may be deduced by students.
Commonly these questions are phrased by “Why do you think ...?” Explore all the
plausible answers from students to these questions. Ask students to justify their
thinking. Possible answers are put in brackets (5%) in the Answer Key.
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In short, it is important to get students to interact with a text and to think the answers out for
themselves.

Cultural notes
For some of the texts, there are cultural notes in the Answer Key. These give extra
information about the background of the topic, or the writer and so on.

Using the Internet

If your students are interested in a certain topic and have access to the Internet, they can
follow up their reading by searching the Net for more information. For some texts we have
included World Wide Web references to help them to do this.
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Introduction to the Student

This book is designed to help you develop your reading skills while you are studying Senior
English for China 1 (SEFC 1).

Organization of the book
The book is organized like the Students’ Book into 26 units that follow more or less the topics
of the coursebook. You can read these units in ahy order at your own speed. You can choose

to read first the texts that are of special interest to you.

Subjects

The subjects in this book are a little different from the ones in SEFC 1. There are more texts
on the lifestyles of young people, sport, outdoor activities, computers and new technology.
There are fewer texts about famous people from the past. We hope you will find the subjects
interesting and useful. The best thing to do is to look at the Contents and get a general idea.

Then you can choose the texts that are of special interest to you.

Text types

This book includes different kinds of text types, for example, dialogue, interview, diary,
narrative, description, biography, quiz, questionnaire, story, joke, factfile. In this way, you
will see how language is used in different types of text.

Structures
The texts are more advanced than the ones in SEFC 1. Texts are longer. Sentences are longer
too and the whole book includes the new structures that are introduced in Senior 1.

Vocabulary

Throughout the English Support Series the wordlist is expanded in line with the new
requirements of the Ministry of Education. The purpose of this expansion is to allow the
introduction of some very common words and phrases that did not appear in SEFC.
Some of the new words are syllabus-words for Senior 1- 3, but others are non-syllabus
words. Don’t feel that you have to learn non-syllabus words; it’s enough to recognize them
and understand their meaning. By introducing non-syllabus words, we have been able to
write texts about more interesting topics.
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How to read

There are many different ways of reading, and there are different reading speeds too. That
is why this book is called “Developing reading skills”. (skills = plural)

We suggest the following method:

1  The first task is a fast reading to get the general idea of the text. Don’t stop to look up
new words. You may have to answer a general comprehension question, or mark the
text in some way (write numbers or symbols at the side, circle or underline), just as we
do in real life. Sometimes you will be asked to give your own response to a text and to
compare your response with a classmate. For many of these tasks, of course, there is no
Answer Key.

2 The next reading task is a slower, more careful reading to understand the main points
of the text or to find out more detailed information. Again, don’t look up new words,
unless you need them to complete the task.

3 Do the remaining reading tasks, if there are any. These may include vocabulary study,
or the study of some phrases.

4  If you wish, read the text again. At this stage, you can look up some of the new words;
only look up those words that you personally would like to understand better. In other

words, choose!

There are some extra texts, like factfiles and jokes, which have no tasks (and therefore no
answers in the Answer Key). Do read these if you have time and if you are interested in the

subject. In other words, choose!

Answer Key

To give you practice in reading and to develop your reading skills, nearly all the texts have

at least one task for you to do. These include:

— Reading to get the general idea.

— Reading to answer detailed questions.

- Reading and note writing (in a table at the bottom of the text).

— Other tasks related to understanding, e.g. putting pictures or sentences in order, True /
False exercises, MCQs (multiple choice questions), labelling pictures and so on.

— Vocabulary study.

There is an Answer Key at the back of the book.
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Cultural notes
For some of the texts, there are cultural notes in the Answer Key. These give extra
information about the background of the topic, or the writer and so on.

Using the Internet
If you are interested in a certain topic and have access to the Internet, you can follow up your
reading by searching the Net for more information. For some texts we have included World

Wide Web references in the Answer Key to help you to do this.

Enjoy your year in Senior 1, and happy reading!
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