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A Brief Introduction

Lu Zhi was a well-known statesman, political essavist and
thinker. He spent his prime years with the ignorant, arrogant
and unmerciful Emperor Dezong and experienced the darkest
times of the dynasty when the couniry suffered from chaotic
social turmoll. As a statesman, he wrote numerous political
essays to call for peace for the populace. However, he was
unfortunately exiled for ten years and became a sacrifice for the
time. He died in exile.

The present book is divided into two parts. Part I, a brief
biography, attempts to restore history and carries out a detailed
textual research into Lu Zhi’ s genealogy, relations, official
services, works as well as the reviews on this historical figure.
Part I, on his political essays, categorizes and interprets sixty-
seven essays out of the one hundred and forty one essays in Lu
Zhi’ s only book Hanyuan Ji. Meanwhile this part also offers
excerpts and brief comments on these essays to acquaint readers
with different aspects related to Lu Zhi during Emperor
Dezong’s rein and to help readers appreciate and decode Lu

7Zhi’ s essay style and thoughts.
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