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Preface

Mr. Chang Zengshu

Existed even before the establishment of modern
post service, Overseas Chinese Reminittances and Mail
Agencies were private commercial service organizations
delivering mails, money ords and their relatives at
home. The money and letters delivered were normally
called "Overseas Letters” or "Qiao Pi” in Chinese.

The phrase " Qiao Pi” originated from Minnan
(South of Fujian Province) Dialect, ”"Pi” literally means
letter. Besides Minnan, Chao—Shan District of Guang-
dong Province, Taiwan Province and part of Hainan
Province where Minnan dialect is spoken, money orders
and letters from Overseas Chinese which were delivered
by "Qiao Pi” Agencies were also called "Pi”. Beginning
from late Ming Dynasty to early Qing Dynasty, quite a
number of people of the above mentioned areas went
abroad seeking a livelihood, so ”Qiao Pi” Agencies once
settled in these areas; Similarly the "Qiao Pi” Agencies
abroad were distributed over South eastern where Min-

nan Dialect is spoken among the Overseas Chinese.
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"Qiao Pi” came into being under the specific social
and historical conditions, the study of ”"Qiaoc Pi” covers
such a wide range of subjects and fields, like history of
Overseas Chinese, history of Correspondence, history of
Communication, history of post, history of banking re-
mittance, history of foreign trade, history of cultural
exchange, history of stamp collection, and the like, and
it has very substantial contents. Therefore, the study of
"Qiao Pi” has its active and realistic significance.

Bank of China incorporated in the domestic ” Qiao
Pi” business in the late 1970’s. Those people who were
engaged in ” Qiao Pi” business are now at their 70 —
80’s. They went through all kinds of hardships and dif-
ficulties, and are familiar with the course of the develop-
ment of "Qiao Pi” Agencies. They are the social wealth
and precious ”live material”. For the past few years, the
Editorial Board of the History of Bank of China
Quanzhou Branch has made great efforts in collecting,
shifting and studying, especially in saving the vanishing
"Qiao Pi” historical data. Following the publishment of

Historical Materials of ”Qiao Pi” Business in Quanzhou,

now The Record of the History of Remittance and Mail

Service in South Fujian is published. It will give further

impetus to the study of "Qiao Pi” history.
The study of history must be based on genuine and

reliable historical data and material objects. Unfortu-
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nately, due to some historical reasons, systematic and
complete works or archives on "Qiao Pi” are scare. The
Record of the History of Remittance and Mail Service in
South Fujian edited by the Editorial Board of the History

of Bank of China Quanzhou Branch contains wide —rang-

ing material including investigation reports by some
managing staff once in charge of ”Qiao Pi” Business of
the cities or countries branches of the people’s Bank of
China and Bank of China; and some are extracted from

local Financial Annals, also Reminiscences of some el-

derly people originally engaged in the " Qiao Pi” busi-

ness, which greatly adds reliability and historical value
to this book. A book on the ”"Qiao Pi” history will serve
as a vivid text book of patriotism, as well as good his-
torical material on banking. The study of "Qiao Pi” his-
tory with the historical materialism standpoint con-
tributes a lot to the prosperity of the trades such as
banking, communication, and the Chinese philatelic
course and it will undoubtedly prompt a further study on
the history of Overseas Chinese.

Since 1985, the academic study of ” Qiao Pi” has
been attracting more and more attention. After hard-
work of over ten years, the study of "Qiao Pi” in South
Fujian has resulted in gratifying achievements. More
and more people are joining in collecting and studying ”

Qiao Pi” . Quite a number of thesis and works with aca-




