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Unit 1

KEY WORDS PREVIEW
thriving /‘Oraivig/ a. vigorous, prosperous
The city of Shanghai enjoys a thriving economy in recent
years.
merge /m3:d3/ v. join together
The board decided to merge the two companies inio one.
comprise /kom'praiz/ v. be composed of, consist of
Two small boys and a dog comprised the street entertainer’s
only audience.
explode /ik'spisud/ v. expand quickly
The population of that area has exploded in the past 20
years.
generate /'dzenoreit/ v. produce
Prejudice generates hatred.
scatter /'skaeta/ v. move in different directions

The crowd quickly scattered after the police arrived.

Vancouver: A Thriving City

Vancouver just happens to be the most flat-out gorgeous city on
the continent. Worldwide, only Rio de Janeiro and Hong Kong can
compete with Vancouver’s spectacular setting, in which mountains,
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city and ocean merge in an integrated form.

Walk in the streets and you’ll find a city that’s a complex brew
of oriental mystery, English traditions, native mythology, and Euro-
pean charm. Its relaxed lifestyle is spiced by a rich and varied cultural
scene that sees large ethnic communities augmented by native culture
and traditions.

Vancouver the city comprises only 114 square kilometers and has
a population of about 500000, compared to greater Vancouver’s 2 067
square kilometers and 1.9 million population. The city’ s relative
small size makes cultural activities — a symphony orchestra, a thri-
ving theater community, an opera company, art galleries, NHL (Ca-
nucks) and NBA (Grizzlies) franchises and two nearby universities —
easy to access. ‘

. And with a mild climate similar to Seattle’s, Vancouverites brag

that they can play golf or tennis in the morning, sail in the afternoon
and ski in the evening during the winter months. It seldom snows in
the city, and daffodils bloom in February while the rest of Canada is
buried under a blanket of snow,

The city’s symbol is the waterfront convention center, Canada
Place. An architectural jewel with towering white sails, it combines
convention sites with a cruise-ship facility plus the Pan Pacific Hotel.
The complex heralds what you can expect when you visit; a city that
combines physical pleasures with a high-powered business climate.

Certainly, Vancouver is not all fun and games. It is also a thri-
ving business hub whose traditional economic base of lumber and re-
lated industries is still the core money generator. Yet, that focus is
changing rapidly, with a vibrant and growing high-tech industry, an
international banking community, and a movie industry that has ex-
ploded to the point where it is the third behind Los Angeles and New
York in North America in the amount of film production.
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Greater Vancouver is headquarters for some 160 major corpora-
tions, accounting for more than $ 60 billion in revenue a year. A ma-
jority of the town’s biggest employers are headquartered within the
city boundaries, while others are in the nearby suburbs of Burnaby
and Richmond. The largest percentage of business is in forestry, fol-
lowed by food distribution, mining, construction, retail and financial
services.

Vancouver is also a hub of tourism, which brings a whopping
$ 3 billion yearly into the city. Each summer, for example, the port
sees more than 1 million passengers heading out on an Alaska cruise
aboard 27 ships making 300 trips.

By far, however, the most glamorous of Vancouver’s industries
is moviemaking, which brought more than $ 1 billion into the local
economy in 2000. Sit in any downtown restaurant and you are liable
to see a star across the way or at the next table. It happens. The rea-
son for Vancouver’s filmmaking success is three-fold, says Marie
Welman, spokesperson for Mainframe, one of the city’ s most. suc-
cessful animation companies. “The city has such a wide variety of cul-
tures, cultural areas and scenery that it can be any place in the world.
It has been Hong Kong, Italy, mid-America and the outer edges of
the wilderness,” she says. “We also have great work crews, and the
low value of the Canadian dollar gives U. S. companies who film here
about 40 per cent extra value on their dollar. ”

Vancouver’s high-tech industry is increasing at a spectacular 22
per cent annual rate. Throughout the province it employs 60000 peo-
ple and generates about $ 7 billion yearly in revenues. Most of the in-
dustry is scattered through greater Vancouver.

“Small-business high-tech has done very well here,” says Van-
couver Board of Trade Managing Director Darcy Rezac, who adds that
recent major cuts to provincial corporate taxes will mean increased
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growth in the high-tech industry.

“Vancouver has a lot of high-tech and telecommunications talent
and is relatively affordable when compared to many U. S. and interna-
tional cities,” says an executive of 360Networks, the city’s largest
high-tech company, with 1600 employees and yearly revenues of more
than $ 540 million. “Not to mention it is also a beautiful city with a
wonderful quality of life. ”

So, in addition to its beauty, Vancouver, as Canada’s gateway
to Asia, has business assets that are more formidable than simply

what meets the eye.

QUESTIONS

1. In which part of Canada is Vancouver located? What are its geo-
graphic features?

2. What are so special in Vancouver that the city becomes “a hub of
tourism”?

3. Apart from tourism, what other industries are thriving in Vancou-
ver? What factors contribute to their fast development?

4. Which Chinese city are you most familiar with? Give a 3-minute

presentation on that city.
WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

flat-out /'flee'tauvt/ ad. completely, to the greatest degree possible

gorgeous /'go:d3es/ a. wonderful

spectacular /spek'tzkjulo/ a. very impressive and exciting

merge /ma:d3/ v. combine or join together

integrated /intigreitid/ a. with various parts fitting well together 52
BH:5—1

brew /bru:/ n. mixture, blending

mythology /mi6nlad3i/ n. ancient myths in general #{%
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iconoclastic /a1 kono'klestik/ a. being against traditional beliefs and
customs JR X{&5E W

spice /spais/ v. add interest or excitement to

ethnic /'e0mik/ a. RIEN,FEH,HED

augment /ogment/ v. increase the value of

Canucks /konaks/ n. Canadian (American slang)

grizzly /'grizli/ n. (= grizzly bear) large grey or greyish bear K 88

franchise /freentfaiz/ n. (P BEHBKEES LA TR SRAMHAN

access /'=kses/ v. get, obtain

Vancouverite /venkuiverit/ n. a citizen of Vancouver

brag /braeg/ v. talk too proudly; boast

daffodil /'deefadil/ n. KAW1E

waterfront /'woitofrant/ n. a part of a town that is next to the sea, a
river etc

convention /kon'venfn/ n. a large formal meeting

architectural /akrtektforal/ a. of architecture B

towering /'tavoriy/ a. impressively tall

cruise-ship /'kru:z[ip/ n. a large ship with restaurants, bars etc. that
people have holidays on

complex /kompleks/ n. a large building containing small buildings £
aBR

herald /‘herald/ v. to be a sign of sth. that is going to happen

high-powered /haipaved/ a. very powerful

hub /hab/ v. the central part of an area, systems, etc. #X4l

lumber /'lamba/ n. timber A #f

core /ko:/ n. central part B.[»

vibrant /'vaibront/ a. exciting and full of activities

headquarters /hed'kwa:toz/ n. the main building or offices used by a
large organization

executive /igzekjutiv/ n. manager; administrative personnel



revenue /'revonjui;-nu:/ n. income YA

forestry /foristri/ n. #olk

whopping /'wopiy/ a. very large

cruise /kru:z/ n. a journey by boat for pleasure

glamorous /'gleemaras/ a. very attractive and exciting

liable /'laabl/ a. likely

animation /enrmeifn/ n. the making of animated films zhi® K (F4E)

wilderness /'wildenis/ n. wild uncultivated land; desert FE3b, FEE

crew /kru:/ n. a group of people working together with special skills
for a particular purpose

corporate /'ko:parat/ a. of a corporation /A &) #

talent /'tzelont/ n. person with a special ability or skill AF

affordable /afoirdobl/ a. that can be afforded

gateway /'geitwel/ n. opening; a place you can go through in order to
reach another much bigger place [P

asset /‘zset/ n. [usually plural] the things that a company owns ¥ =

formidable /'formidabl/ a. powerful and impressive

NOTES
1. spiced by: enhanced by
2. arich and varied cultural scene: T-% 8 A8 X4k
3. ...large ethnic communities augmented by native culture and tradi-
tion: REIMM KB XK i F4 £ X MEGEER RGO RH
. Vancouver the city. B84, B/l B4
greater Vancouver: kiR B4 |
NHL (Canucks) : National Hockey League (I K)4 EihEBRBEHE
NBA: National Basketball Association ((E) £ EHBERHS
Canada Place: & # 4% 2 H/E ML YUP.L
high-powered business climate: JFZIH LS E
10. a movie industry that has exploded to the point: a movie industry
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11.
12.

13.
14,
15.
16.
17.

developing so rapidly that it has reached the point. ..

hub of tourism: center of tourist activities Hg ¥ 9 0 s BRIF R

1 million passengers... 300 trips: 27 B ¥ %, iR 300 K, E X
100 2 75 By 43 BT r 57 o i) 3 2

... it can be any place in the world: & 7] LI &t i b /F {7
outer edges of the wilderness: 7t B i3l %

major cuts to provincial corporate taxes: b7 /\ & BT A8 &) AR BE HI
Not to mention. . . : It’s unnecessary to mention. .. B
more formidable than simply what meets the eye: L 2 & ff BRE

BENRE .

Section A Conversation

Directions: Listen to the following conversation and choose the best

COFPUOEPDOFE R

answer to each question you hear on the tape.
She held a party for her sister last night.
She’s typed her term paper for a long time.
She joined in her friend’s party last night.
She didn’t get much sleep last night.
. at her own house
at her aunt’s house
at her parents’ house
at her uncle’s house
. to call her brother
to go to bed
to talk with her friend

to visit her aunt



Section B Passage

Directions: Listen to the following passage carefully and choose the
best answer to each question you hear on the tape.

. The weather department

The sports report

The traffic department

A heavy thunder storm

6 p. m.

8 a.m,

8 p. m. .

12 a. m.

. warn the residents of heavy winds and rains

give the 6 o’clock sports report

let the residents know the correct time

COoORPPOERPDON >

return the residents to Bill Crown

Section C Compound Dictation

Directions: In this section you will hear a passage three times. When
the passage is read for the first time, you should listen
carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read
for the second time, you’re required to fill in the blanks
S1 to S7 with the exact words you have just heard. For
blanks S8 to S10 you are required to fill in the missing
information. You can either use the exact words you have
just heard or write the main points in your own words.
Finally when the passage is read for the third time,
check what you have written.

In these early times farmers did not (S1) why the river
over-flowed each year. But they knew that their crops and their lives
depended upon its magic floods, and they explained the (S2)
as the work of gods.

8



But sometimes the floods were not full and did not bring enough

soil; the crops were poor and the people (S3) . At other
times the waters were so great that they (S4) houses and
villages, and (S5) men and beasts. Many centuries later the
farmers learnt how to (S6) the Nile waters,

Wise men among them watching the position of stars year by
year, found that they could (S7) when the annual rising of
the Nile would come. Thus they began to learn about astronomy and

could make a calendar of the years. They also learnt

(S8) by digging -canals and dykes;
(59) so that it could be divided fairly again
(810>

Who am I?

In the box below you will find words and expression that de-

scribe personality traits. Use them to give a presentation of yourself
or someone you know. Then try to decide what kind of personality is
fit for being (1) the clerical person, (2) the business person, (3) the
scientific person, and (4) the artistic person. Give your presentation

either in a group or in class.

aggressive impractical philosophical
ambitious independent practical
analytical intellectual precise
confident introspective sensitive
conforming likes math sentimental
conscientious likes well-structured tasks shy
conservative logical sociable
conventional materialistic stable




creative nervous status-seeking
curious non-conforming submissive

daring orderly systematic

efficient organized timid

energetic outgoing uninhibited

enjoys office work persistent verbal
exhibitionistic personable ’ weak and unstable
imaginative persuasive willing to take risks

1 . Match words in Column A with those of similar meaning in Column
B. Write the answer by putting the letter of the appropriate word or

expression next to the word in Column A. . .

A B
1. liable a. very large
2. spectacular b. exciting
3. convention c. striking
4. whopping d. likely
5. vibrant e. meeting
6. formidable f. impressive
7. gateway g. income
8. revenue h. opening

. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form

where necessary.

1. The three small companies will into a large one.
2. The course books a text book, a practice book and an
10



audio tape. -

3. Fortunately no one was hurt when the gas

4, Water was used to electricity a long time ago.
5. The wind blew in and all around the room the papers
that she had left on her desk.
6. It is believed that the talks being held between the two countries
a new relationship.
7. Mrs. Smith constantly about how many important peo-
ple she has got to know.
8. It was a thrilling scene of peaks beyond peaks.
9. Unfortunately, the theatre is difficult to for wheel-chair
users.,
10. While he remained poor all his life, his two brothers were
I[. Fill in the blanks with an appropriate preposition or verb-comple-
ter.
. 1. 1 scattered the whole lawn grass seed.
2. We can merge our two businesses a large one.
3. The inspectors had complete access the company files,
4, Peter’s been bragging his birthday present— a brand-
new car given by his parents,
5. Students account the vast majority of the company’s
customers.
6. The port of Dover is England’s gateway Europe.
7. Of course there is some truth in all this, but only up a
point,
8. There’s been so little rain, the forest is liable g0 up in
flames.at any moment.
9. I was heading the room when she called me back.
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