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The Second Conference on “China’s Economic Reform
and Social Development”
(Opening Address)

Prof. Herbert Tsang, Vice-President, HKBU

Colleagues, ladies, and gentlemen:

I am happy to declare the opening of the second conference on “China’s Economic
Reform and Social Development”jointly organized by Tsinghua University and the Bap-
tist University. On behalf of the Baptist University, 1 extend my warmest welcome to

you all and wish the very best success of the conference.

On June 12 and 13,1996, the first conference on “China’s Economic Reform and
Social Development”,also jointly organized by Tsinghua and the Baptist, was success-
tully held in Tsinghua University. A total of 27 high quality papers were presented at
the first conference, which were subsequently published as conference proceedings by
the Tsinghua University Press. In the two-day conference following this opening cere-
mony, a total of 40 papers will be presented. Participants of the conference will explore
the issues and problems confronting the current Chinese leadership in the various
aspects of economic, social, and political developments from a multidiscipline perspec-
tive. I believe,based on the valuable experience of the first conference,this conference

will be equally successful.

Since the adoption of economic reform and open door policy in the late 1970s, the
living standard and quality of life of the Chinese masses in the mainland have been great-
ly improved. But rapid economic and social development has also brought along many
economic and social problems such as, among others, (1) the arganizational structure
and economic scale of many state-owned-enterprises are no longer competitive in a mar-
ket economy; and (2) the income disparity among the regions as well as between the
rich and the poor is widening. Today we are very honored to have two distinguished
keynote speakers, Mr. Wu Jin-lian from the State Council’s Development Research

Center and Professor Li Qiang from the Chinese People’s University,to address the

e 3.



above two issues respectively.

In the mid-nineteenth century China was forced to open its doors to the West. Many
intellectuals in China finally recognized that a huge gap existed between China and the
West, and urged their government to do something about it. Since then, China has
mounted numerous efforts to modernize the country in the “Chinese way”. Despite all
the ups and downs in the modernization movement for over 150 years, China has pressed
on and made small,but steady.f}rogress. Great strides have been made in the short span
of 20 years since China adopted the open-door policy in 1978. In the Ninth National
People’s Congress held in March this year, the Chinese Government reiterated the
importance of “Developing Science and Education to Construct China” (kejiaoxingguo).
It is therefore very timely to hold an academic conference to address the issues and prob-

lems confronting China’s century-old efforts to seek wealth and prosperity.

1 would like to take this opportunity to congratulate colleagues from Tsinghua Uni-
versity and the Baptist University on the very fruitful collaboration and friendship.

My best wishes to the very success of this important conference on China!

May 11.1998.
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