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About the Author

It is not surprising that Mary Shelley
became a writer, since her parents were fa-
mous writers in 18th-century England.
What is surprising, however, is that when
Mary was barely nineteen, her imagination
created one of the greatest horror stories of
all time.

As a child, Mary loved to read and to
“scribble”—her description of her favorite
pastime of writing stories. Her childhood
was spent in the company of many famous
writers and poets, who were her father’s
friends. Among these poets was Percy
Bysshe Shelley, who later became Mary’s
husband.

Percy Shelley encouraged his wife to
write, but Mary was happy being a wife and

mother,and traveling with her husband. She
I



gave little thought to writing until the sum-
mer of 1816, when the Shelleys were on a
vacation at a lakeside villa in Switzerland.

The weather at Lake Geneva had
turned cold and rainy, and Mary and Percy
spent many days and nights in front of the
fire with their very good friend, the poet
Lord Byron.

To pass the time, the group began read-
ing ghost stories to each other, then decided
to make up their own. The men made up
their stories easily, but Mary spent days try-
ing to make up one that would be as exciting
and horrifying as those they had been
reading.

One night, Mary lay awake thinking
about a discussion the men had had earlier
that evening about the possibility of a corpse
being “reanimated” and “a creature manu-
factured.” When she finally fell asleep,
Mary’ s dreams were filled with a story of

just such a creature. She told the story to
|



Percy and Lord Byron the following day—
the day that Frankenstein was born.

Since its publication 175 years ago, this
immortal horror story, from the pen of a
nineteen-year-old girl, has been fascinating
millions of readers and movie audiences, in
hundreds of languages, all over the world!
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CHAPTER 1

Rescued! from the Frozen Sea
TBIRR

The floating® sheets® of Arctic® ice were slowly
freezing® together, threatening® to crush’ the small
sailing ship.

Robert Walton, its young English captain, stood
on deck®, wondering if he were wrong risking® the

11

lives of his brave crew!® for his own ambitions'!'—to

explore oceans ships had never sailed on and land
men had never walked on.

He dreamed of the benefits'? this discovery would
have for all mankind if he were to discover a sea route'®
near the North Pole from Europe to Asia.

1. ['reskju:] v. MR 2. ['floutin] a. %y

3.(fitl n. R, R —HK 4. ['aktik] a. b6

5. (friz] v. %% 6.['oreton] v. THEK L , Koo A3
7. [keaf] v. $E 8.[dek] n. Fi& 9. (risk] v. HAK 1K E
10. (krw] n. *F 11. [em'bifen] n. A, 38

12. ['venifit] n. 474, %)% 13. [rut] n. B



Walton had been born into wealth and could
have chosen to spend his life in ease and luxury. In-
stead, he had spent the last six years at sea, working
as a common sailor, enduring? cold, hunger, thirst>,
sleeplessness*, and often brutal® discipline®, just to
prepare his body and mind for this long and dange-
rous voyage .

But now, with the ice threatening his ship and
the lives of his crew, it was doubtful® whether or not
any of them would ever see their homes and families
in England again!

At about two o’clock in the afternoon, the
thick, heavy fog’ that had surrounded!® the ship all
morning began to lift*!. As it did, a strange sight ap-
peared on the ice.

“Look, Captain! ” called a crewman, pointing to a
dark spot!? a half-mile away. “It’s a sledge'?, sir. And
those dogs are pulling it as if their feet had wings!”

Walton lifted his telescope'* to his eye. “And
look at that driver!” he cried. “He has to be the

1.[lakfori] n. RE£FBHEERZKE 2. [in'dus] v. &%

3.[6ast] n. @B 4. ['slizplisnis] n. %8
5.['brutl] a. S@8 AL EE 6.['disiplin] n. &4, & H
7.['voiidz) n. ALH#,HLAF 8.['dautfull a. tREE, F R .AK

9.(fog] n. & 10.[so'raund] v. 3R%E, B 11.[1ift] . H¥K,H X
12.[spot] n. ®.% 13.[sleds] n. T%,5# 14.['teliskoup] n. B4k
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Sighting a Sledge
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most gigantic! man I’ ve ever laid eyes on! What on
earth’ is he doing here, out in the middle of the
frozen sea, hundreds of miles away from any land?”

Within minutes, though, the mysterious® tra-
veler had disappeared on the ice, leaving Walton and
his crew stunned* and speechless’!

The next morning at dawn®, Walton came up
on deck to find his sailors leaning’ over the rail®, ap-
parently’ talking to someone on the ice below.

“What’s happening, lads'®?” he asked as he
joined them at the rail.

“It’ s a sledge, sir, "said a sailor, “much like the
one we saw yesterday. ”

Walton looked out over the rail. There, frozen into
a block of ice drifting!! towards the ship was a sledge, a
dog team, and a driver. All the dogs were dead except
one,and its reins'? were being held limply'® by a frost-
covered man as he paddled™ the block of ice with a
piece of wood. He appeared to be barely® alive.

1. [dzai'gentic] a. EX#)

2.onearth F&K,XE(ERF 6 TREREAR)

3. [mis'tiorias] a. #H#4Y 4. [stan] v. HEWH, Kix

5. ['spitflis] a. —8 R BE8 6.[dom] n. £

7.01n] v. & 8.[rei] n. #4#F  9.[s'parentli] ad. Sri& L4
10.[1ed] n. [ @& 1R, k4 11 [drift] v. & 12.[rein] n. &%

13. [impli] ad. ##k 14. ['paedt] v. AR X(HB)
15.['veali] ad. JUFBAH, LFR
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