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Lesson

What Is the TOEFL?

The letters T—O—E—F—L stand for Test of English as a Foreign Language. The
test is a measure of general English proficiency in listening comprehension, read-
ing comprehension, and structure. It is given on Fridays and Saturdays approxi-
mately every month in many locations around the world, and it includes three
sections: listening comprehension, structure and written expression, and reading
comprehension.

What Institutions Require the TOEFL?

More than 2,300 colleges and universities in the United States and Canada
require their applicants who are not native speakers of English to take the TOEFL.
In addition, many other institutions, government agencies, and scholarship pro-
grams use TOEFL scores. In some countries the TOEFL is used to assess a person’s
knowledge of English for job purposes within that country. You must contact the
institution or program you are interested in to see if it requires the TOEFL for your
purposes.

What Is a Passing Score?

There is no single answer to this question. in general a score of 600 or more is
considered excellent and a score of 400 or less is weak. The highest possible
score anyone can get is 677. Some universities require a score of 550 or higher for
entrance. Other schools may allow you in with a score of 450 or 500. In some
schools you are required to take classes in English if your score is below a certain
point. You must contact the schools or institutions that interest you to find out if
they require a particular score.

How Many Times Can I Take the TOEFL?

There is no limit to the number of times you can take the TOEFL. You can sign up
to take it as often as you want.




GETTING STARTED

What Is the TWE?

The letters T—W-—F stand for Test of Written English. This is an essay test that is
given several times a year with the TOEFL. It is not given on every test date. The
purpose of the TWE is to give you a chance to demonstrate your ability to write
academic English. The TWE score is not added to your TOEFL score; it is a sepa-
rate score that you receive with your TOEFL score report. Some universities
require that applicants take the TWE; others do not. You can choose whether or
not to take the TWE according to the date that you take the TOEFL. However, if
you take the TOEFL on a day when the TWE is given, you must take the TWE. The
Bulletin of Information for TOEFL tells you on which dates the TWE will be given.

How Do I Register for the TOEFL?

To register for the TOEFL, you must fill out the registration form in the Bulletin of
Information for TOEFL. The Bulletin is free and is given out at many colleges, uni-
versities, and public libraries. If you cannot find a Bulletin of Information, you
may write to either office in the USA or Canada to request one.

TOEFL/TSE Services TOEFL/TSE

P.O. Box 6151 Trans-Canada Educational Services

Princeton, New Jersey 08541-6151 P.O. Box 54502

USA North York, ON M5M 4N5
Canada

You may also telephone the TOEFL office to request a Bulletin of information. In
the USA the number is 609-771-7100. In Canada the number is 416-789-2331.
The New Jersey office is open between 8:30 A.M. and 9:30 pP.m. Eastern tlme The
fax number is 609-771-7500. :

How Do I Pay for the TOEFL?

The TOEFL fee must be paid in U.S. dollars by check or money order. It costs
more to take the test on Friday than on Saturday. if you are in a country where it
is difficult to get U.S. dollars, you can have a friend in another country purchase
a certificate of payment for you. The certificate of payment costs more than the
regular fee. For more information, look for the explanation about TOEFL
Registration Fee Certificates in the TOEFL Bulletin of Information, or write:
TOEFL Registration Fee Certificate Service, P.O. Box 6155, Princeton, NJ
08541-6155.



