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Abstract of Views

After the Second World War, the development of the Eu-
ropean economic integration, which represented the formation
and expansion of the European Economic Community (EEC),
has raised many considerable theoretical and practical ques-
tions. On account of this, the academia at home and abroad ap-
proached the questions extensively and deeply and has achieved
alot. The purpoes of writing this essay is not to state wholy
and systematically the process of the formation and develop
ment of European economic integration, but to analyse again
and reflect theoretically about the important facts and prob-
lems in accordance with the general sequence of the European
Economic integration development and give an impetus to the
theoretical rescarch of these problems.

European Economic integration is a new phenomenon
arisen in course of the capitalist economy development after
World War 1, thus it is a new problem which the Marxist
Classics hadn’t met with, studied or even expected. On account
of this, the analysis and study on the integration must be. on
one hand, based on the basic principles and historical material-
ism and on the other hand, mustn’t be constrained hy the spe-

cific inference or conclusion on imperialist theories made by
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Marxist Classics. We must insist on the ideological line “to be
practical and realistic” proposed by Deng Xiaoping.

The essay is divided into five chapters. The main content
and opinions are as follows.

Chapter 1, The Historical process and prospect of Euro-
pean Economic Integration. The writer isn’t in line with the do-
mestic academia who limit the intcgration to the process of the
EEC. After the war, European economic integration showed to
be an obvious gradual and multi-level process. Firstly,in terms
of the gradualness, it was originated from the cconomic inte-
gration in some west European countries-—the formation and
development of EEC and European Free Trade Association
(EFTA), which led to the dual existence of the two integrative
organizations in west Europe. With the expansion and intensi-
fication of the EEC, especially the shift of world political and
economic pattern since 1990s, the two organizations began to
unite. The signing of the “European Economic Zone” treaty in
1991 and the intensifying of the economic co-operation of [or-
mer Soviet Union and east European countries indicated the
formation of European economic integration and the passage to
the European economic integration, and the initial formation of
”

frame work of the “Cx European ic organiza-

tions. Secondly, as a result of that, the formation and develop-
ment of the integration appeared to have multilevels, that is,
having gone through the stage of tax union and common mar-
ket, EEC is striding forward towards the complete economic
union and political union. Basically, EFTA and European eco-
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nomic zone arc on the level of free trade zone, but some east
European countries are closing up EEC, EFTA or the Euro-
pean economic zone, These multilevels are caused completely
by the imbalance of the political and economic development in
the European countries, The basic point of view in the essay on
such a multi-level integrative development prospect is that
such a multi-level economic integration, the European econom-
ic zone is of vital importance. In another word, the expansion
of EEC would not interfere with its intensification and the EF-
TA would not be replaced by EEC, It is most likely that the
east European countries will join the European economic zone,
then join the process of European economic integration by way
of joining the EFTA. Thus European economic zone would not
be an interim integrative pattern. European economic integra-
tion would experience a long, dynamic evolutionary process.
Chapter 2, European Economic Integration and Interna-
tional Economic Adjustment. The essential point of view in
this chapter is that the supranational decision and management
in course of the integration is naturally a sort of international
economic adjustment, It is essentially different from the gener-
ally existing international economic co-operation in present day
international economic relations. This is because, from the
point of view of the essence, international economic adjustment
is that the countries concerned, with the sovereign state as the
main body , negotiate, open a dialogue or coordinate about their
economic relations, conflicts, contradictions or their common

problems without diminishing any national sovereignty under
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no intervention of any supranational decision making or admin-
istrative setups. As a result, the countries concerned reached
tacit agreement or promise but they would not nesessarily
comply with it; the international economic adjustment condi-
tions the diminution of part or all their economic sovereignty
and forms an supranational adjustment and control setup.
makes some unified international economic policies, regula-
tions, unitarily adjusts the economic activities of the countries
concerned in some fields. So the countries concerned must
strictly comply with these policies and regulations in order to
obtain their common benifit and reach their common objec-
tives. On the basis of analysing typically the common agricul-
tural policies and financial institutions, the writer thinks that
the formation and development of EEC international economic
adjustment is built on the basis of the sound and perfect social
functions of its member states. In the past, the main reason
why the Marxist Classics didn't estimate the vitality of the
capitalism acurately and predicted a shorter existence of it is
that the limit of historical epoch made them pay excessive at-
tention to the class functions and neglected the analysis of the
country’s social functions, though they had realized that a
country has social functions. The practice of EEC international
economic adjustment indicates that the social functions of the
developed capitalist countries after the war not only developed
extensively under the internal state monopolied capitalism con-
ditions but also went beyond national boundaries and gradually
tended to the intensification of supranational socical functions.
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Chapter 3, The Formation, Development and Trend of the
European political Union. A united Europe is an ideal that the
Europeans have been struggling for since the Middle Ages , but
only after World War I did it really become a process to turn
the ideal into reality. In fact, as the first step to form and de-
velop EEC, the Furopean Coal and Steel Community had a de-
finite political aim at its very beginning. Only due to the com-
plicated political economic actuality did the EEC choose a way
of political economy, that is, to focus on the realization of the
economic integration. With the enlargement and intensification
of the EEC economic integration, especially with the building
of the large common market, the member statesare required to
give up more sovereign rights and head for a new politicalized
economy stage, otherwise the constantly intensified economic
integration would lose its guarantee. In terms of this fact and
the great change in Europe since the end of 1980s, the leaders
of EEC member states at last signed in December 1991 the Eu-
ropean union treaty—Maastricht Treaty, which indicated that
the European union went into a new stage. At present, the set
up of the EEC political union is confronted with lots of contra-
dictions and difficulties but the writer thinks that they are
temporary and rare obstacles in course of the European inte-
gration process, and they would not fundamentally prevent the
set up of the European political union. This is because the Fed-
eral Europe idea has become a solid ideological fundation of the
European political union set up after a long time; peace and de-
velopment is the subject of present epoch. Under this circum-




