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New English Course is a course in English as a second or foreign language , designed to
provide a comprehensive study program for beginning to advanced levels. It consists of a se-
ries of six student textbooks, correlated workbooks, tape recordings, progress tests, and anno-
tated teacher’ s books.

New English Course introduces a unique concept of “key features”which are presented
at the rate of five “features” in each teaching unit. These key features constitute a carefully
graded learning program for the student-basic structures, essential grammar points, sentence
word order, vocabulary, and important semantic distinctions (features of meaning) in Eng-
lish. The sentences which contain “key features” in each unit are specially marked([ * ])
to provide a convenient signal to the student that some new feature is being introduced for
the first time . The sentences themselves are presented in a situationally relevant dialog con-
text at the beginning of each unit.

The aim of the course is to provide a particular type of learning experience that will en-
able the student to use English for communicating with speakers of English. “ Communicat-
ing,” in this sense, means having the ability to express one’s own ideas, thoughts, feelings,
and views to others, as well as the ability to understand the utterances made by others.
Leamning to use a language for “communicating,” therefore , involves the leaming of a partic-
ular code-developing the ability to “encode” messages (speaking and writing) and to “de-
code” messages (understanding and reading) .

The approach to code-learning in this course is based on the view that learning involves
an intellectual process (cognition) , and that material to be learned must be presented, prac-
ticed, and experienced in all modes — through listening, speaking, reading, and writing. This
approach emphasizes the importance of making use of every available means to achieve the
aim of the course: oral - aural drills (repetition, substitution drills and intonation practice),
play — acting, writing practice, dictation, letter-writing, reading, games, puzzles, and class
discussions . Special listening practices (“live” recordings) are included in the taped materi-
al to provide listening-comprehension practice with natural language.

The syllabus of the course is somewhat unique in that the more traditional , grammar-

based activities used for early study units (Books 1 to 3) give way in later units of the:

\J



course {Books 3 to 6) to much newer communicative, function-based activities.

The author wishes to thank the many classroom teachers and students in different coun-
tries who have offered helpful comments and criticisms regarding previous courses developed
by the author and early manuscript forms of the present course. The insights gained from
suggestions and discussions in seminars and workshops have been of inestimable value and
assistance in preparing New English Course . The author also wishes to express appreciation
to Richard Evans, Willard D. Sheeler, Francisco Gomes de Matos, Peter Strevens, John Der-
mody, Elaine Kirn, and other colleagues for reading manuscripts at various stages and provid-
ing constructive criticisms . Special thanks are due Dr. Kenneth Croft for his valuable editori-

al assistance.
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Lesson 1

UNIT 1

Alone — Totally Alone

It’s easy to be brave with companions—to swaggerl and
keep cool in the most "perilousz" of situations. There’s
nothing to it. You’ve always got your buddies® around to
keep up4 the bravery.

But bravery can be a hard thing to find when you must go
home and be alone all night. Suddenly,*keeping a cool front
is not only unnecessary, it’s ridiculous.

Living in the city is not so bad. There, the buildings are
teemings with life. There is someone awake constantly in
the city. The traffic never stops. Sound and movement keep
the city alive. You don’t ever need to be alone. At any time
of the day or night you can seek out companionship in the
bright lights of cities.

But the country is another storyﬁ. When the sun goes down
in the country, the creatures of the day seek protection in
barns, stables, and well-lit homes. Silence falls over the
country as the stealthy predators’ of the night forage8 and
hunt in the dark. The nearest neighbor is more than a

*holler™ away. When night falls, he may as well be miles
away.

A dog barking in the city is nothing more than a noisy
immitation. OQut beyond the street lamps, though, it is a warning
that someone or something prow]slo the night. A cat
screech’! is rare and rather alarming out in the sticks'?.
*With so many other creatures as neighbors, it is often
difficult to be certain of just what is screeching. The only
way to find out is to go out and look. And in that case, a
stout, healthy dog is a reassuring companion.

Yet, somehow, once you have left the safety of artificial
light, locked doors, and adventured out into a country night,
it loses its ominous!? countenance!®. The air is sweet
amellingls.Teminthatmfamﬂianoeyesisnowcmssed
by well-versed'® feet. Fingers and shoulders remember
handrails'?, gate latches, and low branches. And the ears

.l.-—"~——':., -

~weapgay j-}l

i

-f
WA

Notes HE
I Words and Expressions
1. swagger vi.
walk or behave in a self-important of self satisfied
manner B KEIEL B WIATESR 2 1L, BEAEH, 2
®B¥
2. perilous adj.
dangerous,full of risk FEI /), R
3. buddy n. (pl.—dies)
[ sl ] very close friends,comrades [ # ] Z 5.
4. keep up
maintain or continue {5
5. teem vi.
~ with,have in great numbers 1B % , i, T
6. another story
a complete different matter—1452 £ R [6) (3] here
the writer wants to emphasize that the characteristics of
life in the country are completely different than those of
life in the city; ‘another story” or ‘a different story” is
often used to emphasize that what has been said about
one subject or situation does not hold true for some other
subject or situation 7EX B, YEZERIA % 8] Sk
B B R RIE SR AR B o another story Flla different
story &H BADRB AT R RO BEFHER, X TFH
EEFAEEA]
1. predator n.
predatory animal & P ah#)
8. forage vi.
~ for,search for food etc 1 F(E%)
9. holler v.
[ sl ] yell (to indicate excitement,etc) {H ] B M (%
RNEE)
more than a ‘holler’ away: out of the range of the
human voice A Y52 4} (here the writer means that

houses are far apart — so far apart that you can’t attract




Lesson 1

UNIT 1

Alone — Totally Alone

are on top of ' the whole situation, *picking up on'~ the
activities of the night where eyes can be so inadequate.
Somehow, the night has a way of awakening all the senses
into duty. Whereas the day can so often be just a routine,
the night is always an adventure. It requires so much more
awareness.

In many ways, it is too bad that man is almost totally a
daylight creature. He fears the dark. Even those who claim
to be "nighi people" are mostly night people in well-lit
environs”. Tavemsu, coffee shops, and lively parties are
the domain of the night people.

But for the day people — people who are coordinated??
to the rising and the setting of the sun—night is the time to
draw into the protective shell of the house. They chase away
the darkness with bright artificial lights. *They keep each
other company with telephones. They block out the things

2% in the night with television or stereos.

that go "bump

*To be alone — all alone — out in the country on a dark
night is truly a test of courage. Things that go "bump" in the
night could be any number of things — domestic animals,
pets, or wild (and clumsy) creatures. Houses creak and groan
as they cool in the night air. Floorboards make cracking
noises. Refrigerators rumble?* as they work and are
ominously silent when they do not. Clocks tick loudly without
competition. And, of course, the night creatures stir about®.
Some may be drawn by the light in your windows. Even
moths® can raise a tiny din? as they flutter?® around porch®
lights.

There are many ways to test hravery, but one of the best is
to spend a few nights out in the country alone—totally alone.

anybody’s attention by velling (hollering) for helpTEiX
BEERERESMRIE, THEREHMEEERA
SHATE])

10.prowl v.

go about cautiously looking for a chance to get food
(as wild animals do), or to steal etc;go about in this way
HEEITLIIREY, RMT%E; BETF

11.screech v.;n.

make a harsh,piercing sound; ~ ing cry or noise &%
Ay R, B

12.out in the sticks

ouit in the country;out beyond the edge of city iT B4R
i

13.ominous adj.
of bad ominous; threatening M JKRY, RNEERY
14.countenance n.

(formal)face,including its appearance and expression
(EARHE)EZ, EE [ formal or ‘elegant expression’
which usually refers to the face or to the expression on
the face;not generally used in informal writing or conver-
sation,although you will occasionally hear an expression
such as “It’s good to see your smiling countenance” as
a ‘flowery’ way of saying, “I'm glad to see you” . IE
KB RIEE, BREANRERR FivE
1 BEEXWEERIHERARER, BRFS
BTTIUT I, “I’s good to see your smiling countenance.”
XHEMFREE, XAHER “I'm glad to see you.” ]
7 — PR AR A

15.sweet smelling

smells clean or fresh <, B #f

16.versed adj.

~ in,skilled or experienced in ¥R, B

well-versed feet means very experienced or well-
trained feet BIFRA R BRI Z T B IFN A (n
suggesting that a person’s feet are ‘well-versed’ or
experienced, the writer is using a figure of speech, of
course, to express the idea that the person is very familiar
with a certain place because he or she has walked there
many times 13 1 ] L MR BERX N AR # 77 +
SYEAE, DR R R K T)

17.handrail n.

a narrow rail for grasping with the hand as a support
FHAEMF

18.0n top of

in control of #5#) [in suggesting that a person’s ears
are ‘on top of "or in control of the situation, the writer is
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UNIT 1

Alone — Tdtally Alone

using a figure of speech to express the idea that a person
is *on top of * or in control of a situation because of the
sense of hearing which makes it possible to realize fully
what is going on YEE TEMALIE ] T thMi 9 Fi%, 18
—MATEEFSM AT LU O S BRANE 2 R 4 i — 1]
19.pick up on
receive information;keep up with (sth.)or keep track
of (sth/BEI{FE, B EaUmRER
20.environs n.(pl)
districts surrounding a town,etc Xp7, XD
21. tavern n.
(archaic or liter)inn or public house (Fr B3O &R,
I, WS
22.coordinate vt.
make coordinate;bring or put into proper relation
F%, %, EihiE
23.go “bump”
make a noise;make a mysterious sound (that can’t be
explained)&% AW, & H#HHKCEEBBA) AT
[ the pronunciation of the word ‘bump’ seems to
produce an imitation of the noise or sound itself
‘bump’ #)5 EFA B A —Fh TR ]
24.rumble v.
make a deep,heavy,continuocus sound & H f f& 75 5,
W
25.stir about
move around,roam around PU4LIE N, 1&F
26.moth n.
sorts of winged insect flying chiefly at night, attracted
by lights 4
27.raise a tiny din
make some noise & H}—8LE W [a ‘din’ means
aloud or confusing noise;in saying that a moth can ‘raise

atiny din’ the author is expressing the idea that a moth

can make a surprising amount of noise considering
that it is only a tiny creature. ‘din’ B NS, @
A AEXE EERERAGR SR TR ER
HLL, BT R BRI 2 KSR AR ]
28 flutter v.
(of a bird)move the wings hurriedly or irregularly
without flying,or in short flights only ¥ , 13
29.porch n.

built-out roofed doorway or entrance to a building | 1/8f

II Sentence Analysis and Translation

1. Suddenly, keeping a cool front is not only unnecessary,

4

it’s ridiculous.
verb-ing [ as subject ] ---is--- BN AVE FiE
BN, -RIFER BN T AMUEL
PE, TEAEAE,

. Silence falls over the country as the stealthy predators of

the night forage and hunt in the dark.

as TERLALYEER], Fom “H--- 20"

#: HRETE SR ASYERANEF T MM
BIMHREYN, FHROHEERT S,

. With so many other creatures as neighbors, it is often

difficult to be certain of just what is screeching.

with so many /much--,+ [itis ] «-- with #
REFEERIE

#: BARABEAX A ZHSYBPRE, REHHR
EGRE RHETE R RN,

. Terrain that was familiar to eyes is now crossed by well-

versed feet.
B AR BT BRAYX F -, AR IE B A LR
SR T

- And the ears are on 1op of the whole situation, picking up

on the activities of the night where eyes can be so

inadequate.

P W RIEE B A MELL, 18T A LI
TR BRI E S -

. Somehow, the night has a way of awakening all the senses

into duty.

B BRRELUEAN 7 XM REATA OE ik
TR TAE,

. But for the day people — people who are coordinated to

the rising and the setting of the sun — night is the time
to draw into the protective shell of the house.

B BITS T REAR LA E. H W
“people” —iH], EIWATSZRIMNE, AR
IE,

¥ X R FARLE (1 R IE S AN T— b1 52
RS B H &R B O sh— R At 19
NE, IR R,

- They keep each other company with telephones.

keep each other company FH {E f#
F: fATEREDCR, BERISRHEE EE.

. To be alone — all alone — out in the country on a dark

night is truly a test of courage.
to—verb [ as subject ] --ise-+ ‘10’ AR 40iE
P WA~ ATES BB, R RIEGE
L,



Lesson 1

UNIT 1

Comprehension Checkup [%EHE#%

1. Look through the reading passage again and find the
sentences that contain the words and phrases listed below.
Then choose the description or explanation of meaning
that best fits each sentence.

Ko BIEEADEL PR — 8, #8438 T 5 sLim sial 4

AT, RGBS £ T X,

keep cool: (a) stay out of the hot sun, (b) remain calm, (c)
stay neither too cold nor too hot

keeping a cool front: (a) protecting your face from the hot
sun, (b} keeping the front part of the house at a tem-
perature that is not too hot or too cold, (c) doing things
so that other people see that you are remaining calm

seek out: (a) look for something outside, (b) look for and
find, (c) throw away or get rid of (something)

terrain: (a) ground or land, (b) a heavy rainstorm, (c) things
such as houses, buildings, etc.

raise a din: (a) lift something heavy, (b) cause a lot of
dust, (c) create a noise

2. Locate words or phrases in the reading passage that have
approximately the same meaning as the following:
FERSCF 5 T3 AR s I B UL A%k
%, IR EBTERE T
a. your close friends  d. make a strange noise

b. by yourself e. not very graceful

c. entertain each other f. moving around

3. Complete these sentences using ideas contained in the
reading passage.
RFRXHNEZ AT
a. It’s not difficult to be brave if__
b. You never need to be alone in the city because___
¢. When you hear a dog barking in the country, it usually
means that___
d. Night time in the country always seems ominous until
you___
"Day people" use artificial lights to__
"Night people" are usually "night people” only when__.
. "Day people" use television or stereos to__

oot oo

. A true test of courage is to__

—-

Even though you can’t see in the dark, you can get
around all right because___

j- If you hear a strange noise outside at night, you can
find out what it is by___

4. Answer these questions about the reading passage using

your own words.

WRIBRXAZEH E C BiE EE T 5 8,

a. According to the writer, when is it easy to be brave,
and when is it hard to be brave?

h. Why are people’s ears more adequate than their eyes
on a dark night?

c. According to the writer, what is the usual domain of
those who claim to be "night people"?

d. Why is it that a simple cat screech can be so alarming
when you are out in the country at night?

e. What are some examples of things that go "bump" in
the night out in the country?

f. According to the writer, what does night do to our
senses?

g What happens to houses in the night air?

h. What does the writer mean when he says that the
nearest neighbor is more than a ‘holler” away?

Discussion i1ig

1. Do you think the writer of this reading passage is a "day
person” or "night person"? (Explain why you think so.)

2. Do you think the writer is a person who is afraid of the
dark or not? (Is your opinion based on something in the
reading? If so, what?)

3. Do you think that most children are afraid of the dark?
What about adults? (Give your views.)

4. Why is it that people are afraid of the dark? Can you
explain what it is about the dark that causes fear?

5. Have you ever been alone at night and heard strange
noises that you couldn’t identify? (Tell about any experi-
ences you have had.)

6. If you knew a six-year~old child who was afraid of the
dark and who wanted you to leave the lights on at night
in his bedroom, how would you teach the child not to be
afraid of the dark? (What techniques would you use?)

Thinking and Writing A —48, 5—5§

Pretend that you were all alone last Saturday night in an old

house in the country. Write a composition about your

experiences from 10 o’clock Saturday night until 2 o’clock

Sunday morning. Limit your composition to approximately

150 words. Include a description of the following:

1. The different (strange) sounds you heard (and what time
you heard them).

2. What time you went out in the dark to find out what was
making a strange sound.

3. What happened outside.



Lesson 2

UNIT 1

CONVERSATION:"It can be frightening to be alone..."

xiE: Ik AE

Introduction to the Conversation

HENTAR

Joe Wells is employed as a school
psychologist in a rural school system. His
job requires him to travel to approximately
30 schools within a radius of 60 miles from
his home. As school psychologist, he is
responsible for administering certain tests,
for arranging special classes for students
with learning disabilities, for counseling
"problem" students, and for consulting with
school authorities, county agencies, and
parents.

Pat Croydon is employed as a staff
psychologist in a county mental health
center. The center provides special services
to other county agencies, including the
county school system.

Because of the nature of their jobs (in
the same county), Joe Wells and Pat
Croydon regularly consult with each other
as professional colleagues. In addition, they
are good friends and frequently get together

on a purely social basis.

Setting ZRIZE

Joe Wells and his wife Virginia were invited
to the Croydons’ house for dinner this evening.
Dinner is over now, and Joe and Pat have
moved into the living room to have their coffee.
Virginia and Pat’s wife Cindy are still sitting
at the dining room 1able, sipping coffee and
chatting.
Joe and Pat have both read an article entitled
"Alone—Totally Alone,” which concerns the
problem people have of being afraid of the
dark. The ideas contained in the article have
caused them to reflect on their own personal
experiences of being alone and to try to figure
out some of the psychological factors involved
in people’s fear of the dark.

As the conversation begins, Joe is telling
Pat about an experience he had one time when

he was camping out in the mountains.
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Participants:

Joseph {"Joe") Wells,
32 years old, married,
M.A.degree in psychology

Patrick ("Pat®) Croydon,
34 years old, married,
Ph.D. in psychology

Introductory

Listening Practice
Listen to the conversation
between Joe Wells and Pat
Croydon. (Joe speaks first.)




