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PREFACE
—BENJAMIN SERIES ON HIGHER EDUCATION

The central issue of the socialist construction in China is economic
construction,and the essence of economic construction is to enhance
the productive forces. Science and technology is the first productive
force,and the base of the transmission and dgvelopment of science
and technology is education, espécially higher education which
trains people for senior level professional skills. In order to meet
the development of economy,sclence and technology,it is necessary
to deepen the reform in higher education and to raise its quality.

The reform and development of higher education needs the guid-
ance of cdutational theories and policies. Therefore ,the research on
higher educational science has become a strategic task for the im-
provement of science and 'tcc1111ology,promo't'ion of economic pros-

perity and development of the society.

The I;is_titute of Higher Education Science,Xiamen University was
the first scientific research institute in China with higher education
as its object of study. It is an institute with qualification to award
master and doctoral degrees,and it is also one of the key institutes

in China.

In order to mcet the nceds of reform and opening in the new peri-
od, the institute has decided to publish a series of books,the Ben-
jamin Series On Higher Education,hoping to contribute its share in
promoting the research of higher education ,deepening the reform of
higher education in China,and developing the discipline of higher e-
ducation. |
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The series includes the latest achievements by the institute's staff

in the research of higher educational theories and practice.

Benjamin Series on Higher Education is published under the sup-
port of Mr. Benjamin G. Chua,JR. who is a patriotic overseas Chi-
nese in the Philippines,a famous enterpreneur,and a king in the
iron and steel industry. Mr. Benjamin G. Chua,JR. lives abroad ,but
has his own country at heart. He regards the development of Chi-
nese culture and education as his personal duty. In the past few
years s Mr. Benjamin G. Chua,]JR. has donated a great sum of money
for running schools. He pays special attention to the development of
higher education and has contributed to build a Foreign Student
Building in Xiamen University. He also set up a fund for academic
research in the Institute of Higher Education Science, Xiamen Uni-
versity. His foresight and sagacity deserve our great admiration. In
the educational circles of China,it is the first time to publish a se-
ries of books under the support of an enterpreneur. The publishing
of the series will not only have a far —reaching influence in academ-
ic research of higher education ,but also set a good example for fur-

ther cooperation among enterpreneurs and educational circles.

Institute of Higher Education Science
of Xiamen Univcrsi;y
Board of Editors for Benjamin Serics
on High'er Education
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INTRODUCTION
Fang Xiao

With long history, study abroad became more popular alter the

Second World War, cspecially durmg the last three decades. While
the growmg tmportance of the study abroad optnon is evident and
on the increase worldwide, the research on intérnational students
and forengn study is growing and thousands of articles ax}d books on

the issues have been gencrated tluroughouf the world.

Since the 1980’5, with the ”open door” 'policies, study abroad has
become more and more popular in China. With over 100, 000 stu-
dents studying abroad, constituting over ten pencent of the total in
the world, China has become one of the main sendmg countrles and
has spent significant amounts of money for this purpose. However,
as with other sending countries ,rcsearch ‘was 1gnored and only very
modest literature was gencrated in Ch:_na. The purposes of this pub-
lication, the first volume of sclected articles (_)h st'ud'):r;abmad in
Chinese, include to introduce some li:‘teratur‘e' on sf’tidy abroad to
Chinese readers, espccially to those policy makers and researchers

concerned, and to promote research on this issue in China.

The selected articles in this volume mainly focus on the following
topies ; |
1) Literature Review;

2) General research;



3) Policy issues; views from sending countries;
4) Policy issues: views from host countries;
5) Issues of foreign student adjustment;

6) Impact and evaluation of study abroad.
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