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- EDITOR’S NOTE

As we finished editing this selection
to present to our readers, we felt as if we
were taking leave of a flowery garden
of great artistic charm.

Books are a special commodity, a form
of nourishment for the spirit. The cover
of a book provides the first impression
for readers. A well-designed cover distills
a book’s content, revealing to people its
quintessence and artistic conception.
Although it is true that a book’s value
depends on its contents, a cover chara-
cterized by wunity and harmony, clarity
and perfection, distinctive features and
profound implications, and the makings
of culture and artistic power can serve as
a guide, enhancing the reader’s pleasure
with its beauty.

Lu Xun,the great revolutionary, thin-
ker and writer, attached enormous im-
portance to books’ cover design and
binding. He attacked the enemy and edu-
cated people by writing with his sharp
pen articles which are clearcut in view-
point and penetrating in content. In
addition, he designed striking covers for
«Call to Arms,”“Grave,”«Selection of Yin
Yu,”“Selected prints of Kathe Kollwitz,”
«Monthly Bud,”«Zhaochua,” “Benliu” and
so on with different types of calligra-
phy, inscriptions from bronzeware and
stone tablets and decorative borders.
These covers helped reveal the contents
of the books and magazines. Lu Xun’' s
covers remain fresh in the minds of
readers even after several de ades.

Unfortunately, the art of the cover
design has not received the attention it
deserves over the past thirty years or so
since the founding of the People’s Repub-
lic of China. Some people think that the
content of a book is paramount and that
it makes no difference whether a book’s
cover is well designed. Others think that
fine cover design is appropriate for art
and literature but not for books on
science and technology. Nevertheless, com-~
rades engaged in the cover design pur-

sue their work quietly and industriously,
With the love for the art of cover design
and based on a deep understanding of
the -content and distinguish features of
books and the intentions of authors, they
have designed a number of top quality
covers which are full of artistic charm and
sense of beauty, and are widely loved by
the people. The hundreds of covers con-
tained in this selection represent  only
a bouquet from the garden of cover de-
sign.

The current National Exhibition of
Book Binding and Cover Design, the
comparison and appraisal of the- works
at the exhibition and the establishment
of organizations on the subject are spur-
ring the development of the art of cover
design. As a result, fine works are con-
stantly emerging. Yet we are aware that
we lag far behind the advanced countries
in the press and printing. At the world’s
largest international book fair in Frank-
furt, each showroom is like an’ art galle-
ry where many Countries display their
finest cover designs with their own unique
styles. We were greatly impressed by
these works. We are convinced that the
art of cover design will shine with dazzling
splendour in China which has a long hi-
story and culture and the art of printing
which can go back to the ancient fimes.

To exchange experiences and raise
the level of cover design we are plan-
ning to compile, print and publish a series
of «Selected Book Cover Designs”.” Un-
doubtedly many excellent pieces have not
been included in this selection due to li-
mitations in our collection, of space, and,
what is more, of our ability. For this,
we apologize to the teachers and students
concerned and lovers of art. It is hoped
that we will join together to tend this
newly cultivated virgin land to help it
blossom and bear more fruit.

We welcome the response of our
friends and sincerely hope to hear their
opinions and suggestions abaut our work.
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