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Words of Editors

Words of Editors

Trade association is the new type social economic body emerged in the economic structure reform in China.
The birth of trade association is destined by the three cuases, in another words, trade association. after its e-
mergence, has played its functions in the three aspects in economic operating machanism. First, the government
still wants to be well informed in time the development of micro — economic activities, changing tendencies,
various ratio relations of different trades as its basis for policy —decision and making, control and adjustment.
Though the government is no longer administering the micro —economic activities of the enterprises, vet the en-
terprises at the same time want to understand timely thie intentions of the policies made by the government to
have thorough grasp of the spirit of the policies so as to go in for their production and business independently
within the scope specified by the policies and at the same time to reflect their opinions, demands timely to the
authoritative departments of the government to protect and promote healthy development of the trades by imple-
menting the principles and polices of the government. Thus trade association plays a role as bridge and tie be-
tween the government and enterprises. Second, in our socialist country where the foundamental interests of the
state, the peoplc and social organizations remain same, there does exist the difference of interests between dif-
ferent interest groups. Therefore, one important contents of the state economic management is to coordinate all
kinds of interest relations, especially economic interest relations. In this aspect, trade association, serves as an
staff officer and assistant of the government in trade management, is not only the representative of the interests
of the trade. but also an interests— coodinator of the different enterprises beling to the same trade. Third, the
social large—scale production is an organic whole composed of a crisscross network of cooperation and service.
Trade association can provide enterprises with good services in many aspects such as information, technology .
management, professional training, business guidance etc. and can act as a go— between for promoting eco-
nomic cooperation and union between the enterprises. Trade association undertakes not only some trade service
functions assumed in the past or still being assumed by the government, but expands the service scope and con-
tents, raises the service quality, which create conditions for the government to simplify administration and dele-
gate its powers to root units. '

Trade association in our country is not long both in development and history and it hasn’t formed a system
in the economic management structure, hasn’t completely streamlined the relations between the government and
enterprises and other social groups, hans’ fully displayed its functions. In addition, the economic structure re-
form is a gradual —advancing procedure. Though 'ail kinds of reform measures come out varying in order of
time, they will finally work in concert and develop coordinately. Therefore trade association needs constant
perfection and exploration both theoretically and practically, which requires comrades engaging the work of
trade association to have ideological preparations for working hard, studying and borrowing advanced foreign
experience selectively. The more important is to explore, to create and set up trade association system and
mangement experience in line with the Chinese practical conditions. '

{Regional Trade Associations of China} collects articlels written by more than 150 local trade associations
in Beijing, Shanghai, Shenyang, Harbin, Nanjing, Wuhan, Zhongqing, Xian, Henan etc. introducing the
development of the trade associations in regional economic activities from different angles of views. Though
most of the associations wete born not long ago, the activities of some associations are colorful and their experi-
ence is worth for other trades to follow. The purpose of compilation of this book is to communicate the trade as-
sociations for information exchanges, to introduce development of the Chinese trade associations to domestic and
international personages who are concerning and interested in the trade associations so as to expand their influ-
ences. With the constant help of the trade associations, we will improve our work further and even work harder
to enhance the quality and we rest assured that several years later, {Regional Trade Associations of China ) will
become a series book recording the history of development in China and providing first hand materials for the re-

searchets studying the trade associations in China.

November, 1989
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