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On the coast of South-East China and on the west bank of
the Taiwan Straits Lies a piece of beautiful and richly endowed
land——Fujian Province, which is growing ever more world-fa-
mous at the high tide of economic reforms and opening to the
outside world. ‘

GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE

Fujian Province is located between 115°5'-120°5' east lon
gitudes and 23°35'-28°18' north latitudes,and measures 540km
across from east to west and 550km from north to south,with an
area of 121, 400km?®. It is adjacent to Zhejiang Province on the
north, Jiangxi Province on the west, Guangdong Province on the
south and facing ']éiwén Province on the east across the Straits,
the shortest route across which is no more than 72 nautical
miles.

With the Wuyi Mountains in the west and the Donghai Sea
to the east, Fujian lies in an area that slopes from the northwest
down to the southeast, with ranging mountains and rolling hills
that take up more than eighty percent of the total land area and
the alluvial and submerged coastal plains, mainly consisting of
the Zhangzhou - Xiamen Plain , the Fuzhou Plain , the Putian -
Xianyou Plain and the Quanzhou Plain.

The river basins in Fujian Province are typical of separate

systems each river runs into the sea on its own course. The
Province is noted for its abundant water resources with numer-

ous short-course rivers, large flows, swift current and low rate of

sandiness.

Fujian Province boasts its 3324 km meandering coastline,



which is about one-fifth of China’s total and is second to none in
its curvature throughout the country. Along the coastline from
north to south are 125 natural harbors varied in size. Among the
largest are Shachengwan, Sanshawan, Luoyuanwan, Fuzhou Sea-
port, Fugingwan, Xinghuawan, Meizhouwan, Houzhu Seaport,
Xiamen Seaport and Dongshanwan, which are not only ice-free-
and silt-free but also guarded by islets and surrounded and pro-
tected by capes or peninsulas to form the narrow-mouthed, big-
bellied and deep-water ideal waveless natural harbors. There are
as many as 1404 islands and islets clustering along the coastline,
including the four islands of Pingtan, Jinmen, Xiamen and Dong-
shan with an area of more than 100 km? each.

Situated in the semitropics and facing the Pacific Ocean, Fu-
jian Province is favored with a subtropical maritime monsoon cli-
mate. With the natural defence of the Wuyi Mountains in the
Northwest to keep the cold currents from coming from the north
and with the vast maritime space to keep sending in the warm
and moist currents, most part of the province is neither too cold
in winter nor too hot in summer with plenty of rainfall. Fujian
has a longer sunshine time and can usually assure of 240 to 330
frost-free days every year. The average annual temperature
ranges between 17°——21. 6 C and the average rainfall in a year is
between 1, 400mm to 2, 000mm. As Fujian is a mountainous
province, it has marked differences in vertical climate between
valley and mountain areas that help provide a beneficial ecocli-
mate for the living and multiplying of different plants and ani-

mals and for the cultivation and production of agriculture,
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forestry and livestock throughout the province.
EVOLUTION IN HISTORY AND ADMINISTRATIVE
DIVISION

Fujian has a long history of 2200 years with its remotest ori-
gin of Minzhong Prefecture established in the Qing Dynasty in
214 BC, and was thus entitled “Min” for short. Then in the
Southern Song Dynasty (early in the 12th century), Fujian was
called “Eight Min” for there were one prefecture,five administra-
tive divisions and two military regions under its jurisdic-
tion. Fujian Province was officially founded in 1356. Today the
province’s juridictional organization is divided into the six munic-
ipalities of Fuzhou, Xiamen, Putian, Sanming, Quanzhou and
Zhangzhou‘right under the provincial government and the three
adminstrative prefectures of Nanping, Ningde and Longyan with
twelve cities and fifty-two counties (including Jinmen County)

and seventeen districts under the municipal governments.

Administrative Divisions of Fu jian Province

Names of = |Number of Cities, Names of
Municipalities or | Counties and Cities, Counties or Districts under
Prefectures *  Districts the Municipalities or Prefectures

Gulou Dist. , Cangshan Dist. , Tai-
jlang Dist. ,Mawet Dist. ,Suburban
Dist. , Fuqing County, Lianjiang
13 County, Luoyuan County, Minqing
County, Yongtai County, Changle
County, Pingtan County, and Min-
hou County

Fuzhou
Municipality
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Xiamen
Municipality

Simin Dist. , Kaiyuan Iist. , Gu-
langyu Dist. , Xinglin Dist, Huli
Dist. , Jimei Dist. , and Tong’ an
County

Putian
Municipality

Chengxiang Dist. ,Hanjiang Dist. ,
Putian County,and Xianyou Coun-
ty

Sanming
Municipality

12

Sanyuan Dist. , Meilie Dist. , Yong-
an City, Mingxi County, Qingliu
County, Ninghua County, Datian
County, Shaxian County, Youxi
County, jangle, County, Taining
County,and Jianning County

QuanZhou
Municipality

Licheng Dist. ,Shishi City, Jinjiang
County, Hui” an County, Nan’ an
County, Anxi County, Yongchun
County, Dehua County and Jinmen
County

Zhangzhou
Municipality

10

Xiangcheng Dist. , Longhai City.
Yunxiaoc County,Zhangpu County ,
Zhao’ an County, Changtai Coun-
ty, Dongshan County, Nanjing
County, Pinghe County, and Hua’-
an County

Nanping
Prefecture

10

Nanping City, Shaowu City, Wuy-
ishan City, Jian’ ou City, Shun-
chang County, Jianyang County,
Pucheng County,Guangze County,
Songxi County, and Zhenghe
County

Ningde
Prefecture

Ningde City, Fu’an City, Fuding
County, Xiapu County. Gutian
County, Pingnan County , Shouning
County, Zhouning County, and
Zherong County
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Longyan City, Zhangping City,
Yongding  County, Shanghang
LLongyan . :
7 County. Wuping County, Chang
Prefecture ) . ,
ting County, and Liancheng Coun-
ty

POPULATION AND NATIONALITY

According to the census by the end of 1992, Fujian Province
has a population of 31160000. People in Fujian Province are fairly
well-educated. Out of each ten thousand people, there are 123
college graduates, 198 senior middle school graduates and 1687
junior middle school graduates. People are best-educated in Xia-
men Municipality, where 3522 out of every 10000 have received
an education from a junior middle school or a higher school; and
people in Fuzhou come second with 3025 out of per 10000 having
received a similar education. Fujian people are predominantly of
Han nationality; there are still another 31 nationalities such as
She, Man, Hui, Gaoshan and Mongolian in the province. Common
speech i1s generally spoken throughout the province, while South-
ern-Fujian dialect, Fuzhou dialect, Putian-Xianyou dialect and
many other local dialects are also heard in it.
NATURAL RESOURCES

Favored with a broad area of mountains and waters, Fujian
is abundant in potential resources of minerals,water,forestry and
agricultural products, and sees much prospect of tourism devel-
opment within its domain.

97 different minerals have been found in Fujian and more
than 130 large and medium-sized mineral deposits have been i-

dentified. In terms of proven reserves, 13 of those various miner-




