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About the Author

Herbert George Wells was born on
September 21, 1866 in Kent, England, the
youngest of three sons. His mother,a house-
maid, began teaching her son to read at the
age of three, and little “ Bertie "—as his
family called him, never stopped reading as
he grew up. He read anything he could get
his young hands on.

A broken leg at the age of 7 kept Bertie
in bed for several months. To keep him oc-
cupied, his father brought home library
books on astronomy, biology, and botany.
This started Wells on a lifelong love of
science, opening up to him worlds he had
never seen or heard of. He later called that
broken leg his “lucky moment” in life.

Bertie didn’t have a good education be-

cause that cost money,and his father barely
I



made a living. So, even though he was forced
to leave school and go to work at the age of
14, his love of reading, his fascination with
science, and his determination to teach him-
self resulted in a scholarship to the Royal
College of Science in London when he was
18. After graduation, he began teaching sci-
ence, and his first published work was a
Textbook of Biology .

H. G. Wells wanted to spend his time
writing. Even though he had read mainly
non-fiction for years to gain what he called
“useful knowledge,” it was his fiction that
brought him worldwide fame and wealth.

Wells used his knowledge of science
and his imaginative genius to create his “sci-
entific fantasies” that would take readers to
possible future worlds in The Time Machine
(1895), The Island of Dr. Moreau(1896),
The Invisible Man(1897), The War of the
Worlds (1898), and The First Men in the
Moon (1901).
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CHAPTER 1

A Mysterious Bandaged Stranger

BEPHEUPMBBEN

It was a snowy February night when a stranger
got off the train at Bramblehurst railway station in
the southern part of England. A large-brimmed" hat
and long black coat covered him from head to foot,
but they barely? protected him from the biting® wind
and heavy snow that piled* up on him and on the
small black suitcase he was carrying in his gloved®
hands.

There were no carriages® at the station,and the
man was forced to struggle through the storm on

foot for several hours to reach his destination—the

1.["ldzg'brimd] a. K2 &g, % 58 2. ['beali] ad. TR
3. ['baitin] a. LA, HF Y 4. [pail] v. 3,38
5.(glavd] a. ®F £ 6.['keeridz] n. Wit L £
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small village of Iping.

Flinging' open the door of the Coach and Hor-
ses Inn, the exhausted® stranger staggered inside,
more dead than alive. Keeping his head down on his
chest, the man gasped, “A room and a fire! And
hurry, please!”

“I’m Mrs. Hall, the innkeeper here,” said a
woman coming out from behind the bar. “If you’ll
just follow me upstairs, sir, I’ Il show you to a
room.”

The stranger kept his back to Mrs. Hall as
they negotiated® a price for his room and meals.
Then, after lighting a fire in the fireplace for the
man, Mrs. Hall went downstairs to prepare a meal
for him.

By the time she returned with a tray* of hot
food, the fire was burning brightly , making the room
warm and comfortable. The stranger, however, still
wore his coat, hat, and gloves as he stood at the win-
dow, staring out at the storm.

“The snow from your coat and hat is melting’

1. [flig] v. &, 7t 2. {ig'zostid] a. ##& A1 At
3. [ni'goufieit] v. 2 # ,#&H 4. (trei] n. &, %% &
5.[melt] v. &4t
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“A Room and a Fire!”
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on my carpet, sir, said Mrs. Hall. “May 1 take
them and dry them in the kitchen?”

“No!”snapped! the man, finally turning to face
her. “I prefer® to keep them on.”

At that moment, Mrs. Hall got her first real
look at the man. Below the wide brim of the hat
were big blue glasses that wrapped® around the front
and sides of his eyes. A bushy* beard and sideburns’
came down over his coat collar, completely hiding
his cheeks and chin.

“Very well, ”she said and left the room.

Ubon her return to the kitchen, she discovered
that she had forgotten the mustard® for the man’s
meat, so she put it on a tray and went back upstairs
with it.

She knocked once, then immediately opened
the door. Her sudden appearance surprised the man,
and all she saw was a flash’ of white as he ducked®
under the table.

“I suppose I can take these now, sir?” she
asked, pointing to the overcoat’ and hat on a chair in
front of the fire.

1. (snzp] v. RikH 2.[pri'ta] v. &%, TH
3.[repl v. %R, Bk 4.['oufil a. 38, REH

5. ['saidbomz] n. 4LBEA M 6.['mastad] n. #F XK

7.0 f1ef] n. —IW, A% 8.[dak] v. &RIKKH T & (Shisk)
9.['Zuvakaut] n. K&, &
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“The coat, yes, but leave the hat,”came a muf-
fled! voice as the fnan sat up.

Mrs. Hall gaped in shock at the sight before
her. Behind the blue glasses were masses’ of white
bandages® wrapped around the man’s head. Only a
shiny pink nose and thick patches* of black hair
stuck out between the bandages. Just as strange
were his hands, still wearing gloves, as they held a
large napkin® over the lower part of his face, com-
pletely covering his mouth and jaw. His dark brown
dressing gown had its high collar turned up and a
scarf knotted® at the front.

“Leave the hat, "repeated the man firmly.

“Y-yes, sir,” stammered the woman as she
slowly began to recover’ from her shock. “I didn’ t
know, sir, that —"

“Thank you,madam. That will be all.”

Mrs. Hall picked up his coat and hurried out
of the room, shivering as she closed the door behind
her. “The poor soul’s had an accident or operation
or something,” she muttered to herself. “What a

1.['mafl] a. £, MM 2. [mas] n. B,k
3.['baendidz] n. ## 4. [peetf] n. AAT, vk
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