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A Brief Introduction

This book is a comprehensive study of the lives and thought
of the” Yuan brothers of Gongan,” three of the most prominent
figures in Ming intellectual history. The methodological ap-
proach of this book has four distinguishing characteristics. First,
the author devotes great attention to contextualizing the intellec-
tual contributions of the Yuan brothers. The book adopts a three
— tiered structure, taking Yuan Hongdao as the central focus,
with the three Yuan brothers as an overarching theme, and the
influence of followers of the Gongan school as a general parame-
ter. In the hope of giving an overall picture of the Gongan
school, the author pays close attention to the relationship be-
tween these three areas as well as to the theoretical concerns of
the members of the Gongan school. Second, the book combines
attention to theoretical writings with attention to poetry in prac-
tice, drawing heavily on literary works to examine the literary
thought of the time. Third, the author emphasizes change, -fo-
cussing on the development in the thinking of the Yuan brothers
and the process by which their writings evolved. Fourth, the au-
thor emphasizes the relationship between the scholastic and liter-
ary thought of the figures discussed. For example, the book de-
voles considerable attention to the Buddhist thought of Yuan
Hongdao and demonstrates the influence of these ideas on his
approach to literature. The book makes use of much new materi-
al. In particular, when discussing the Buddhist thought of Yuan
Hongdao, the author draws on rare materials such as the Ming
editions of the Jin xiao pian and the Shan hu lin in the rare
books collection of the Beijing Library.
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