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Snakes have no legs!

They have to slide along the ground to get from one place to another.
But they can move quite quickly. They slide over the ground and appear
and disappear in a minute. They can hide easily.
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Their eyes are very bright. They never close their eyes, because they
have no eyelids! The pupils change in bright light. Snakes often live in hot
countries with bright sun. They go in and out of the sun. They can see in
the sun and in the dark shadow.
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The skin of a snake is very shiny, and it reflects light.

Very often, the skin looks wet, even in a dry environment.

When you touch it, you feel that the skin isn’t wet. It is dry and smooth.
It feels like soft leather or silk. It’s nice to touch a snake! Lots of people
think that snakes are wet and horrible, but they are warm and dry. They are
good to touch!
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Rattlesnake
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Scales, which are hard and strong like human fingernails, cover every
part of a snake’s body. It is difficult for birds and other animals to attack the
snake, because of the scales. The scales are a good protection for the snake.

You can see these scales in the picture on this page. They are even
around the snake’s mouth and eyes.
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Birds and mammals grow when they are young, and then they stop.
Humans, for example, usually stop growing before they are twenty. But
snakes grow all through their life.

The problem for snakes is that their skin does not grow with them.
When the skin gets very tight, the snake feels uncomfortable. Would you
like to wear clothes that were too small for you! What could you do? You
could change your clothes. Well, the snake changes its clothes, too.
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Rock python
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This is the time when snakes change their skin. It is called sloughing.
It happens like this:

First the snake rubs its head on something hard — a stone or a piece of
wood — to break the skin. The skin begins to open. Then the snake moves
forward, and leaves the skin behind. It slides away. The snake has a new
skin. It does not want the old one.
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The shed skin
of a snake
s

Some people collect these old skins. They go into the country and look
for them. They are quite difficult to see. They are very beautiful, but they
break easily. In the picture opposite, you can even see the holes where the
snake’s eyes were. [t looks like a model of a snake, or a mask.

Snakes slough every time their skin gets tight, and so they have shiny
new skins very often. It is like having new clothes. They look good!
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Wait and see

When a snake is going to change its skin,
its eves turn white, like milk. Because it
can't see very well at this time, it stays in
a quiet place for about a week.
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Because snakes have no legs, they move along the ground in long curves.
A small snake moves by pushing one part of its body against a rock, or a
piece of wood, or a small bump in the ground. Each part of the snake’s body
must push against the same object or bump. Then the snake goes forwards.

The sidewinder snake shown here makes these marks in the desert,
where it lives. You can see how the snake moves. It makes a big “S” in the
sand. It pushes and it moves forward. It moves in curves. When it moves on
sand, you can see the pattern that it makes.
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Big, heavy snakes like pythons move in a different way. A big snake
can expand and contract the muscles in different parts of its body at differ-
ent times.

It lifts one part of its body off the ground, stretches it or makes it longer,
and then puts it down on the ground again.

By lifting different parts of their bodies, these big snakes can move
forwards, in a straight line, not in a curve. They can move quickly. These
big snakes are dangerous. They attack small animals and eat them. They
move quickly and silently in a straight line to catch their food.
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Eyelash viper
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Not all snakes live on the ground; some snakes live in the sea, and
some live in trees, especially in Asia and Africa.
How do they climb trees? And what do they eat?
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Long-lost legs
Millions of years ago, snakes had legs, like lizards. Monitor
lizards, like this one, are the closest relatives of snakes today.
Some lizards look like snakes because they have no legs.
But there is a difference: lizards have eyelids!
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Because they live in trees, some snakes
must climb. They can climb because the scales
underneath a snake are larger than the scales
on its back. It uses these scales to hold on to
the tree. (Remember, they are like the nails
on our hands!) Then it pulls itself up the tree
with its muscles.
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Boa constrictor
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How are snakes born! .

Some snakes lay eggs. They can have from 10 to 100 eggs at the same F 4
time! That’s a big family! -

Other snakes reproduce like humans. They don’t lay eggs but give birth
to live baby snakes. 5
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This Florida kingsnake is laying eggs.
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