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Preface
Xie Yalong

On the evening of September 23,1993, millions of
people on China’s vast land were having a dream a
dream of hosting the 2000 Olympic Games in Beijing.

It was indeed a critical moment for all the bidding
cities.

People in Sydney, Manchester, Berlin and Istanbul
were also waiting with the same Olympic dream.

When President Samaranch opened the envelop and
announced: “ The winner is Sydney,” the Australian
people immediately hailed their victory with boundless
joy.

Beijing didn’t succeed ;she lost the chance to realize
her dream at the last moment.

With hundreds of thoughts coming to my mind, I
couldn’t fall into sleep at that night.

I thought of, at that very moment,a man named
Sisyphus, who was punished by gods to move a huge
stone from the foot of a mountain up to the peak. Each
time when he was almost reaching the peak,the stone
rolled down the mountain to deep valley. Sisyphus was
clear that was a trick played by gods as punishment for
him. But he firmly chose the road to fight against fate
and gods. With hope he tried again and again, and
bravely bore the strike of defeat all the time. Camus,a
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French philosopher, called what Sisyphus had done as
hopeless repetitions.

I don’t quite agree with Camus’view. The
philosophy of life in which T have faith is to struggle. It
is struggle that ushers the way to success. As a process,
a means,and a bridge to success,struggle is absolute and
success is relative.

We don’t fear defeat. The meaning of struggle
doesn’t only lie to win success,for success is only a pearl
of the chain,a medium phenomenon of the process of
struggle. Even we lose,we wouldn’t stop. The greatness
of mankind and humanity is embodied in the ceaseless
struggles.

Struggle should be a prolonged, absolute, eternal
and ceaseless process.

Beijing’s bidding lost at the final moment,however,
the bidding process was great,magnificent and glorious,
of which all the Chinese over the world would be proud.

Beijing’s bidding was a declaration, making the
world know that China was determined to continue
reform and opening up,and make more contribution to
mankind.

Beijing’s bidding was a planter,sowing the seeds of
friendship, peace and development among all
nationalities of the world.

Beijing’s bidding was an exhibition,showing to the
world the progress and achievement of China in the last
forty years, particularly in the ten years of reform and
opening up.

Beijing’s bidding was a huge stage ,presenting to the
world the image and manner of China,a nation with long
history and a population of eleven hundred million,
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