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Introduction

Asia. Institute is China's first nen-govern-

mental organization devoted to the research of
social sciences, and was established when it hos-
ted a forum on «10 years: Economic Reform in
China», Here we present “New Asia”, which fea-
tures again those exciting speeches on the forum,
which we think mirrors the focus of our research
efforts as well as our standpoint,

we are at the same time looking at the world
outside China. The past two hundred years has
been a record of changes and conflicts, which
have originated from the emergence of a mode
of production based on industrialization and mar-
ket system, Hence there came the Industrial
Revolution, the exploration of the New World,
the Opiun War, the Meiji Restoration, the Reform
Movement in China in 1898, the popular adop-
tion of republicanisin, the two World Wars, the
Cold War, the détente, and the movement of na-
tional independence, the price increase of oil, Also
resulted from the new world order is the moder-
mization process around the world,

we are also looking at the Asian and Pacific
regions whose economy has enjoyed a’ rapid
development in the past thirty years. A majority
of the Asian countries had followed China for




several thousand years, and decades ago, they
started their development programs on equal foot-
ing with us, and now, as a direct consequence
of the mode of preduction, seme of them have
already greatly outrun China, while some are just
ahead of us by a small margin and some runzing
closely behind,

Now comes the pressure and sense of criss,
which we share with many of our contemporaties,
Tt seems to us that although carrying with it alot
of irrationality and contradictions, this new mode
of production, together with the post-war new
era of world-wide competitions, have created
much more opportunities, choices and challenges,
and getting away from which has been proved to
be unable to bring forth good fortunes to the
people,

We understand that the ups-and-downs of
a nation is nothing unusual when viewing from
a historical angle. However, Where there is a will
there is a way, and it is alsc an unrefutable truth.
The fall of other long-standing civilizations
doesn’t necessatily mean the doom of the whole
ancient civilization, and the economic boom in
the Far East again indicates the possibility of
communication between fraditional cultural heri-
tage of Hen nationality and the modern civilize-
tion. Thercfore, what's more startling and wor-
risome than the changes of a nation’s power is the
apathetic approach of giving up rather than trying
again,

It is against this background that we entitle
out publication “Nezw Asia”, in the hope of intro-
ducing te our readersthrough our research efforts




a true new Asia which has been refreshed by the
economic take-off in the Far East and in some
other countries in the region, Obviously the sue-
cessful economic take-off and the corresponding
changes in politics and social envirenment have,
in fact, broadened the concept of “Asia”, It is no
longer limited within the geographical region, but
has more or less become a model-—undeveloped
countries turning into modernized ones, With its
further efforts in economic reform and opening to
the outside world, China has been exerting an ever
preater influence on the new Asiz and the rest of
the world, It may be helpful, therefore, to our
reform course by understanding the new Asia, By
this publication, we would like to bind those who
share the common goal and make efforts to build
a practical and scientific economic and world
outlook,

Also featured in this virgin issue are four ar-
ticles concerning with the economy and politics in
Far East. Besides, we present an exclusive inter-
view with Mr. Wang Dachan, adviser of Shanghat
Municipal People’s Government, on Asian studies,
while carrying 2 summary of a seminar on “Asia &
Modernization Program in China” in which we
can share the fresh ideas of some young and
middle-aged scholars in Shanghai. And also Mr.
Yao Weiqun reviews “COur Nation’s Path” written
by the former President of South Korea Park
Chung Hee, which has just heen published in
China,

“New Asia” is & quarterly and dedicated to
Asia studies by the way of exchanging different
viewpoints, Well-meaning criticism and sugges-




tions are welcome. We are looking forward to en-
joying your company in our effort to look at the
tomorrow of China, and the whole world,

Asia Institute
Dec 20, 1938
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