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An Introduction to New Year Picture

New Year picture, which prevails throughout the country, is a
large kind of Chinese folk arts with a long history, All of the
subjects of the pictures, the techniques of block printing and the
art styles have distinctive national features.

“Door-god” is the original subject of the New Year pictures. In
the Tang Dynasty the pictures were often pasted on the front
door of the kitchen, storeroom and bedroom of a temple. With
the diversity of the subjects of the pictures, the pictures of
Zhong Kui, a door-god, appeared in the New Year to exorcise
evil spirits. According to the analysis of the images of Buddha in
the Mogaoku Caves, blocking printing had reached a fairly high
level in the Tang Dynasty, However it was from the Song
Dynasty that the blocking printing was extensively used to
produce the New Year pictures. From then on the pictures
started to enter a new stage. At that time almost all families in
the city put up the pictures. The folk New Year pictures,
prevailing in Central Plains in Northern Song Dynasty, reached
the South of the Changjiang River during the Southern Song,
then Jiangsu and Fujian. Meanwhile in the North the pictures
were popular in Pingyang, Jinbei and Yanjing, and then Shanxi,
Hebei and Shandong. Especially in Sichuan the pictures of
Mianyang evolved a style of its own to take the door-god as its
main subject. The pictures were at a low tide during the Yuan,
However the subjects, the techniques and the styles of the
pictures were all varied in the Ming Dynasty. Particularly the
patterns also tended to be finalized. During the Ming
Yangliuxing of Tianjing, Yangjiabu of Weifang and Tachuawu
of Suzhou were all celebrated for their outstanding New Year
pictures. Up to the Qing Dynasty the pictures were thriving.
Just at that time the pictures unprecedentedly drew their
material from many fields such as traditional operas, novels, real
life, landscape paintings and flower-and-bird paintings. The
technique of the pictures also changed a great deal. Block
printing or half-painting, half-printing totally replaced the
traditional realistic painting.
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The New Year pictures are prevailing throughout the country
for a long time. Although the pictures of different areas
influence each other, the differences is life style, mode of
production and customs make the different areas have the
pictures of their own. The Chinese New Year pictures are
virtually composed of eight kinds of local pictures.

1. The pictures of Bejing, Tianjin and Hebei

The subjects of pictures of Beijing are mainly paper horse, the
images of Buddha and door-god. Yangliuqing, the center of the
pictures in Tianjin, began to produce the New Year pictures in
the Ming Dynasty, then had a period of great prosperity during
the Qing. The pictures of Yangliuging, whose traditional
technique i1s to combine the block printing with the realistic
painting, have a good sale in the North. The centers of pictures
in Hebei are Wugiang, Handan and Daming, among which
Wugiang is the most famous picture-produing area. The pictures
of Hebei with the rough style, booming in the middle of the Qing
Dynasty, chiefly draw materials from the traditional operas.

2. The pictures of Shaanxi and Shanxi

The centers of pictures in Shaanxi are Hanzhong, Fengxiang,
Shenmu, Pucheng and Changan, among which Fengxiang is the
most distinguished representative. Shaanxi are celebrated for
the pictures of door-god. The patterns are so varied that in
Fengxiang alone there are about 40 kinds of door-god pictures.
The pictures of Shanxi are composed of two branches: The
pictures of the north of Shanxi produced mainly in Datong and
Ying County, are mostly the ones for window decoration. The
pictures of the south of Shanxi, centralizing in Linfen and Yun
City, with a bold and uninhibited style, have a sharp contrast in
color pocess.

3. The pictures of Shandong and Henan

The pictures of Shandong and Henan are also composed of two
branches. In the east of Shandong, Yangjiabu, Gaomi and
Pingdu began to produce the New Year pictures from the middle
of the Ming Dynasty. At the end of Qing Dynasty there were
about 100 workshops in the east of Shandong. They were
distinguished for a variety of New Year pictures, especially the
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pictures for Kang decoration. Unlike other districts that apply
block printing, Gaomi has a peculiar technique to produce
special lifelike plastered pictures. In the west of Shandong
Dongchang is well known for the pictures of door-god and paper
horse, which are both vigorous and delicate. Zhuxianzhen, the
representative of pictures of Henan, which began to produce the
pictures in the Northern Song Dynasty and boomed during the
Qing, was the leading center of pictures in the North and
Central Plains. The pictures with simple background are not
very large, mainly depicting the figures of the traditional operas.
4. The pictures of Jiangsu and Zhejiang

Taohuawu of Shuzhou began to produce pictures in the Ming
Dynasty, then thrived around the middle of the 18th century.
The techniques are classified to two branches of painting and
block printing. It is principal to apply scarle and yellow,
especially pink, green and gray, to make the pictures bright
colored and more refined.

5. The pictures of Fujian and Taiwan

The picures of Fujian were mainly produced in Quanzhou,
Fuding and Fuan. Most of the pictures of Quanzhou, produced
by colored block printing, were the pictures of door-god, images
of Buddha and magic figures drawn by Taoist priests. With
originating during the Ming, the pictures of Zhangzhou
developed so rapidly that there were about 150 kinds of patterns
by the end of the Qing Dynasty, which were chiefly door-picture,
pictures for benefaction and genre paintings.

6. The pictures of Guangdong and Guangxi

Most of the pictures of Guangdong were produced in Foshan,
Xinghui, Anbu and Chenghai. In Foshan the techniques are
classified into two branches of block printing and coloring by
hand. The pictures of Guangxi were mainly produced in Guiling,
Quanzhou, Nanning and Dongxing. The dancing baby-picture of
Guiling is unique in the New Year pictures. Most of pictures of
Quanzhou are paper horse. In Nanning the pictures are door-
god, door-boy and talisman, among which the picture of a little
door-boy with yellow ground is very special and put up by some
national minorities.
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7. The pictures of Sichuan, Guizhou and Yunnan

The pictures of Sichuan are distributed mainly over Mianzhu,
diajiang, Chengdu and Jianyang. The pictures of Mianzhu with
the largest output are divided into two kinds of “Red” and
“Black”. “Red” is not very large. The process of making “Red” is
to engrave the designs on the block in ink at first, then color the
patterns. “Black” is made by rubbing in red or ink. Most of
“Black™ are copies of famous calligraphy and painting,
auspicious images of Buddha and hanging scrolls. The pictures
of Mianzhu are celebrated for door-god and have a good sale
throughout the world. Processed with four mineral and plant
colors, the pictures of Jiajiang called “Yellow Lead Door-god” is
particularly striking in the cloudy and rainy days. Pictures of
Yunnan, which are mainly images of Buddha and paper horse,
are distributed in Baoshan, Lijiang, Nanjian and Baqu.

8. The pictures of Hunan, Hubei and Anhui

Tantou town of Longhui County, the center of pictures of
Hunan, is well known for its special technique. Firstly whiting
the paper made from bamboo, then coloring and printing by
threadplate, at last coloring the cheeks of the figures in red. The
pictures of Hubei, which are mainly fowers, birds, door-god and
other auspicious signs, are distributed over Jun County,
Xiaogan, Huangpi and Wuhan. The pictures of Anhui, produced
in Fuyang, Linquan, Su County, Jieshou, Wuhu and Taihe, are
much more delicate than that of Zhuxianzheng. -
Through thousands of years of development, the Chinese New
Year picture is a reflection of aesthetic standards and painting
thought of the Chinese common people, and a part of life style as
well. From the historical and cultural point of view, the Chinese
New Year pictures are not only pictures but also representation
of both local culture and history.
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Shentu and Yulei (door-god) Weixian, Shandong
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Shentu and Yulei (door-god) Weixian, Shandong
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Zhuxianzhen,
Kaifeng, Henan

Mashangbian (warrior door-god)
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Mashangbian

(warrior door-god)
Zhuxianzhen,

Kaifeng, Henan
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Rooster (wood engraving) Fengxiang, Shaanxi
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Heralding the break of day Tachuawu, Suzhou

51 TR (%) WE4E 52 THER (7%) WWFE4EE
Dazhugui (door-god) Weixian, Shandong Dazhugui (door-god) Weixian, Shandong



