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Foreword

Newspaper reading, which has become a daily must for many
people, is widely regarded as a way to enjoy their “right to know and
to know the right”.

For Chinese people who would like to read in English, newspaper
reading can also serve as a way to widen their scope of knowledge and
learn the ever-changing English language. It is all the more important
to learn the art of journalistic writing in English as it has been accept-
ed by more and more people on more and more occasions——journal-
istic English can even be found in some text books or in the reading
comprehension section of various tests such as postgraduate entrance
exams in China, and even GRE or TOEFL.

We need to know more about journalistic English.

It is perhaps for this reason that many colleges and universities in
China have taken English newspaper reading as one of their optional
courses (some even have listed it as a required course).

However, many teachers find it difficult to get a suitable text-
book for the course which is comparatively new in China. The books
currently available are written by language teachers who have little
field experience in the media, and are therefore mostly collections of
news stories with explanations of some new words and expressions.
These books offer little insight into journalistic writing, thus ending
up merely as a kind of extensive reading material.

What’s behind news stories? What are the rules reporters or edi-
tors apply to their news writing?

As a postgraduate who has obtained a master’s degree in English
news editing and reporting from the Chinese Academy of Social
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Sciences, one of the highest academic institutions in China, and a re-
porter who has worked for over 10 years for China’s only national
English newspaper, China Daily, as well as for Xinhua News Agen-
cy, one of the world’s most influential wire services, I am trying to
provide English learners with a deeper insight into news writing and
thus offer them a shortcut through which they can better understand
journalistic English.

I would like to thank China Daily and Xinhua News Agency
where I have been trained as a newsman and inspired to write the
guidebook. Special acknowledgement would go to Mr.Zhu Ying-
huang, editor-in-chief of Ching Daily, Mr. Zhou Lifang, former
president of China School of Journalism, and Mr. Zhai Shuyao, se-
nior editor of Xinhua News Agency, whose encouragement and sug-
gestions have made the book possible. Thanks must also g0 to Ms.
Lisa E. Buckley, an expert from the U.S. who has helped polish the
English in the book.

Ma Jianguo
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Highlights:

What is news? Many definitions have been given to “news”,
among which there is a well-known saying: “It is not news when a dog
bites a man, but absolutely news when you find a man bites a dog.”
The man-bites-dog definition, though absurd, fully illustrates one of
the widely accepted news values——the unusual, bizarre nature of a
recently happened event. v

Different definitions have been given to “news” at different times
and places. In China’s Tang Dynasty (618-906 AD), when a handwrit-
ten or wood-block-printed gazette was published for the emperor and
his subordinates, news was things happening to and around the emper-
or. A more recent predecessor of modern newspaper is the hand-writ-
ten newsletter that contained political and economic information and
was circulated among businessmen in the early 19th century.

The definition accepted in China’s academic circles as standard is
that news is the reporting of recent events.

A children’s newspaper might focus on children, while a paper for
sailors might be filled with news about seas and ships, and an evening B
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paper in a town carries mostly stories concerning the daily life of peo-
ple living and working in that town.

What is news, then? Is it something that happens among children?
Or is it something that happens on the sea, or in a town?

The answer is that anything that is newsworthy should be news,
and the values behind newsworthiness are:

# Importance of an event

# Timeliness-of an event

# Prominence of the people or things concerning ‘an event

# The uniqueness of :an event

# Human interest of an event

If we have grasped all these news values, we have good reason to
say that we know what is news. Then which newspaper to read? To
give readers a basic understanding of the print media in the West, the
author presents in the book a brief introduction of newspapers and
magazines mostly from Britain and the United States. To better under-
stand journalistic English, we must know that a news story is composed
of headline, lead, body, and before lead, there are dateline and by-
line.

While the dateline, which tells readers when and where the story
is written, is important, the byline, which gives credit ‘to the writer, is

B also-very important. : B
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