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\ Svenska Akademien

Mr Jimghe Zhang
Kungshamra 64-3-002
IR0 Salna

Dwear Mr Zhang.

| hawe with the grentest interest read your work on the hestory of Swedish anology
and | am very much impressed both by the thoronghness with which vou have
approsched ths difficull ask and by your ahility 1o complete it in such a sho e,

It = my sincere hope that it will prove possible te publish your work i the People s
Kepubiic of China. [ have discussed this matier with Prolessor Tornjorn Lodén. Head
of the Depariment of Chenese at Stockhalms University. Smce he shares iny
appreciation of your work we have decided pointly to approach the Royal Swedish
Acadeny of Leners. History and Antiquines with a request lor a grant owasds this

end

[Hirmiy believe thar vour work will serve o sienathen the ties and the cooperation
berween research workers in our lwo countnies. | comgratulate you warmly on yeus
achievenent.

With my warms regards,
/’———77;:-.. ,'aﬂa—w——_;‘zi"_’?'
MG Malmgyis
Professor ementus
Member of the Swedish Academy
The Roval Swedish Academy of Sciences
The Roval Swedish Acaderoy of Leters. History and Antquities

Swockholm, fanvary 120 19464
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PREFACE

The essence of scholarly work is the search for truth. Yet the
history of any schoarly discipline is a history of rejecting and
revising old "truths"in favor of new hypotheses. The final and
absolute truth about empirical reality can never be attained, but
the incessant search for truth may still serve 1o dispel
misconceptions and attain a "truer”, if not "the thuth”, view of
. that section of reality that the scholarly discipline concerns irself
with.

Looking back at the history of Swedish China studies one might
despair at the possibility if understanding anything at all. In the
course of the 25 years that | have myself devoted to China
studies, how many times have I not found it necessary to revise
earlier convictions| On balance, however, [ find that the history
of Swedish China studies calls not so much for despair as for
scholarly humility and optimism about the ;ara:spcms of inter —
cultural contacts — — humility because history reminds oneself
that any hypothesis will be refuted, optimism because cantacts
between Chinese and Swedish ( as part of Western ) culture have




become so much more intense and close, leading 10 many
interesting new cultural phencmena.

The most important role for the Swedish China scholar, as 1 see
it, i to serve as & cultural intermediary. As a matter of fact,
this impressive book by Mr. Zhang linghe is self a product of
inter —cultural contacts. During hig stay in Sweden of less than
three years and with no prior knowledge of the Swedish
language, Mr. Zhang Jinghe has made himself familiar with the
tradition of Swedish China studies in a way that | would have
considered almost impossible. The work that he has producted s
written primarily for a Chinese audience but is also, as far as [
know, the biggest work so far in any language dealing with
Swedish China studies as a whole. Mr. Zhang Jinghe is to be
congratulated for having produced a work which will no doubt

play an important role in Sino—Swedish cultural comacts,

- -
Torbjarn Lodén

Professor of Chinese language and culture
Stockholm University
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