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FOREWORD

The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade is a multilateral
treaty that lays down general rules, accepted by over
130 states, for the conduct of international trade relations.
Since 1948, GATT has been the main forum for the
liberalization of trade barriers and for the settlement of
trade disputes. The growing role of trade in international
economic relations has naturally led to a parallel increase in
interest in GATT affairs on the part of government officials,
the business community and scholars.

21l of these groups - and indeed anyone coming o the study of
the GATT for the first time - are bound to be struck by the
complexity and the highly specific nature of GATT law and of
the domestic trade laws of GATT's contracting parties.
Profeasional guidance in the interpretation of the law can be
very helpful.

For these reasons, as Director-General of GATT, I am grateful
to those who explain the principles of GATT and their
implications for international and national trade law, as well
as for the functioning of the world economy. To be effective,
GATT rules need to be known, understood and respected, and
they will not be respected unless governments and individuals
are convinced that the observance of the rules promotes
national and individual interests. Because international
trade tensions are rising, it is, more than evexr, important
for governments to understand that there is an inescapable
connection between the trading rules which they have accepted
and the economic growth to which they aspire, and that any
short-term advantages that may be gained through breaches of
the law are likely to be very dearly bought.

I am delighted to see Dr. Feng's book on GATY AND CHINA. It
is important for China to develop as much expertise as
possible in this area as this will help China derive the
maximum advantage from its relationskip with the GATT system.
This expertise will, of course, alsc’ be necessary to inform
poelicy makers, public opinion and the business community in
China of the rights and obligations that GATT membership
entails for China. We mnust be aware that in many countries,
the GATT is often used by governments to fight off domestic
lobbies asking for protection against imports. 1In this sense,
the GATT's rules and disciplines have helped governments
promote raformes and restructure their domestic economies.

Arthur Dunkel
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