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Abstract

Based on a vast number of historical investigations, the book of “On
Social Intercourse” successfully outlines the developing threads of Chinese
and western thoughts concerning about social intercourse. The author steadi-
ly persists in the materialist dialectics, and makes good use of rational fac-
tors in the methodologies of system theory, general information theory, gen-
erative structuralism, and functionalism. According to the theughts of social
intercourse of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaop-
ing, the book discusses the essence, system, function, history and reality of
the social intercourse. .t strives to expound the scientific, systematized,
theorized outlook of social intercourse. ’

The author thinks that social intercourse is one of inherent claims of
human essence. The human essence is the ensemble of social relations that
come into being on the basis of material production. As the mode of social
existence of man, the social intercourse is the action that persons come and
go mutually in order to conduct material and mental interchange, given cer-
tain historical conditions. Material production is the material base of social
intercourse . Social intercourse is the prerequisite of material production.
The fundamental types of social intercourse include material intercourse,
mental intercourse and bisexual intercourse. There are both connection and
difference between social intercourse and Jiao Ji (direct intercourse among
individuals) , exchange of commodities (alienated form of social intercourse,
given the condition of commodity economy on the basis of private ownership
of the means of the production), and communication. Social intercourse is
an organic whole of many components, including subjects and objects,
forces, relations, consciousness, needs and feelings, etc. The subjects and
objects of intercourse are concrete, social and realistic men. As the signs of

developing levels of the forces of intercourse, the tools of intercourse can be
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divided into four types, namely language, means of communication, means
of transport, and money. Intercourse relations can be defined as the status
and mutual relations of men in social intercourse. Intercourse relations and
production relations are also the integral part of the whole of social relations.
Production relations are the bases of intercourse relations. Social intercourse
can raise individual forces of production, create social forces of production,
and promote all - round development of human being. It is the precondition
of the emergence and development of cognition. World intercourse is the
premise of communism. The development of social intercourse is the unity of
inheritance and creation, quantitative change and qualitative change. The
basic contradictions in society are the fundamental motive force of the devel-
opment of social intercourse. Derived from the basic contradictions in soci-
ety, the contradiction between forces of intercourse dnd intercourse relations
is the direct motive force of the development of social intercourse. The his-
torical form of social intercourse is consistent with the history of social forma-
tion. Based on different material production, social intercourse differs in the
primitive society, slave society, feudal society, capitalist society, socialist
society and communist society. In the primary stage of socialism, social in-
tercourse is suitable to the economy, politics and culture of socialism with
Chinese characteristics. Judged by the theory of communicative action,
Habermas, although attempting to go “toward a reconstruction of historical

materialism”, espouses a view contrary to historical materialism.

Key words: social intercourse, forces of intercourse, intercourse rela-

tions .
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