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A Brief Introduction

Li Gou was known as a philosopher with the tenden-
cy of naive materialism and a thinker with progressive
ideas in the middle period of Northern Song Dynasty. He
was not only an enthusiastic supporter of ” Qing Li
Reform” led by Fan Zhongyan, but also a forerunner in
"Xi Ning Reformation” promoted by Wang Anshi. His
ideas exerted great influence on both his times and the fol-
lowing generations.

This book analyses the times and society in which Li
Gou lived, gives a brief introduction to his life story and
works, and, on the basis of abundant materials, makes an
all-round evaluation of his ideas in philosophy, politics,
economy and military affairs, and elucidates the rich con-
tent, profound significance, positive effects, historial con-
tributions as well as current values of these ideas. There-
fore, it is a pioneer book of high academic value, the first

of its own kind.
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