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General Remarks

IDDLE schools, or secondary schools, in
the People’s Republic of China are
intermediate in level between elementary schools
and colleges or universities. They are subdivided
into junior middle schools and senior middle
schools. The junior middle schools laying
emphasis on the basics, are operated under the
nine-year program of compulsory education
prescribed by the state. The senior middle
schools afford what is called higher secondary
education, as do technical schools, normal
schools and a variety of other senior vocational
middle schools. There are separate yunior as well
as senior middle schools while there exist full
middle schools complete with junior and senior
divisions.

I. The Development of Middle Schools
1. Increase in number of middle schools

Education was very backward in old China.
There were only 4,266 middle schools with 1.496
million students in 1946 at the height of
educational development. Sine the founding of
the People’s Republic of China, secondary
education has been advancing rapidly. By 1985,
middle schools numbered 93,221, including
17,318 full middle schools and senior middle
schools as well as 75,903 junior middle schools,
with an enrollment of 47,059 million students.
Compared with the pre-liberation days, middle
schools have increased by 20.9 times, and
students by 30.5 times. Junior middle school
education is now practically universal in Beijing,
Tianjin, Shanghai and many other major cities in
the country.

In 1985, the average proportion of primary
school graduates entering junior middle schools
was 68.4%, while that of junior middle school
graduates entering senior middle schools was
41.2%. And the proportion of senior middle
school graduates entering full-time institutions
of higher education also reached 26.9% on the
average.

Before liberation, middle schools were
unevenly distributed in the country. Most of
them were located along the east coast. There
were many more schools in large and medium-

sized cities than in small towns and rural areas.
Very few schools existed in remote areas and
regions inhabited by the national minorities.
Since liberation, both the Chinese Communist
Party and the Chinese government have made
tremendous efforts to promote secondary
education in rural and mining areas as well as in
national minority communities. As a result, the
uneven distribution of secondary schools in the
old days has been basically changed. Today,
well-facilitated full middle schools or senior
midle schools are found in every one of China’s
2,069 counties, while almost every rural town
boasts a junior middle school. Special attention
has been paid to the development of education in
the regions inhabited by the national minorities.
In the old days, there were only 8 middle schools
in Xinjiang, 5 in Ningxia, 4 in Qinghal, and not
even one in Tibet. But now, the number of middle
schools has grown to 2,100 in Xinjiang, 430 in
Ningxia, 410 in Qinghai and 55 in Tibet.
2. Higher quality of education

Since 1949, the Chinese government has
made sweeping reforms in the aim, system.
curriculum, materials as well as methodology of
secondary education established in the old
society. These efforts have resulted in marked
improvement in quality of teaching. In the last
few years, Chinese middle school students have
participated in various international academic
competitions with considerable success. To meet
the demands of China’s modernization drive, the
Chinese Communist Party Central Committee,
by learning from past experience, issued the
Resolution on Reforming FEducational Systems
last year (to be called later in this article the
Resolution  for short). And this year, the
Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress also promulgated the Compulsory
Education Law of the People’s Republic of China
(to be called the Compulsory Education Law in
brief). These are programmatic documents for
the promotion of education in China. Guided by
these documents, institutions of secondary
education throughout the country are undergo-
ing a process of readjustment, rectification,
transformation and improvement. A new
atmosphere of life and vigour is being created in




the field of education.

China started restructuring its education by
establishing technical and other forms of
vocational schoels in the late 1950’s.
Unfortunately, such work came to a complete
halt as a result of the upheaval between 1966 and
1976. During those years, undue emphasis was
put on the development of full middle schools,
moving the country’s secondary education along
a single track. But efforts have been made to
change this situation since 1978. BY 1985, senior
middle schools in the whole country had an
enrollment of 7.41 million students, approxi-
mately 64% of the total number of students
enrolled in institutions of higher secondary
education. Meanwhile, senior vocational middle
schools of wvarious kinds enjoyed rapid
development. In the 37 years since the founding
of the People’s Republic, China has turned out
over 280 million middle school graduates. While
some of them continue their education in colleges
or universities, most of the rest join the work
forces in various fields directly after graduation.

I1. Tentative Plans for the Reform and
Development of Secondary Education

The following tentative plans for the reform
and development of secondary education are
based on the guiding tdea that education and
China’s socialist construction must go hand in
hand.

1. Step-by-step popularization of the nine-year
program of compulsory education ~

According to the Resolution and the
Compulsory Education Law, the nine-year
program of compulsory education is to be
gradually popularized, depending on the
economic and cultural developments in different
regions of the country. First, this program is to
be carried out and junior middle school
education to be made universal by 1990 in the
cities as well as in the economically more
developed coastal regions, where reside one
quarter of the national population. Then the
program is to be realized and junior middle
school education or vocational education of a
corresponding level to be made universal by 1995
in the moderately developed rural areas where
live about half of the national population. Once
these goals are attained secondary education on
the junior middle school level will become
universal in areas with 80% of the Chinese
population. By then, higher secondary education
will also have made big strides to meet the
growing needs of our socialist construction.

2. Further restructuring of sedondary education

Further readjustments are to be made on the
present structure of secondary education by
promoting technical and other forms of
vocational education. Plans are being made to
turn some of the existing senior middle schools
into vocational middle schools, or to attatch
special vocational training-classes to ordinary
senior middle schools. By1990, in most regions of
the country a balance should have been achieved
between the number of students enrolled in
ordinary senior midle schools and that in senior
vocational middle schools of various kinds, thus
making for a sounder structure of secondary
education.

With most young people in China, track-
dividing occurs during their middle school years.
To provide them with appropriate opportunities
for making such an important decision of their
life, a three-staged track-dividing system, namely
the stages of junior middle school, senior middle
school and post senior middle school, is to be
adopted.

3. Further reforms in principles of education,
content of school courses and methods of teaching

“Education should face up to the demands
of the modernization, the world and the future.”
In order to realize this strategic principle, China
will launch further reforms in the general
principles of secondary education, the content of
school courses and the methods of teaching while
drawing on both the Chinese ftraditional
experience in education and the experience of
other countries all over the world. Such reforms
will proceed on the basis of the actual conditions
of most schools, as well as of the mental and
physical characteristics of young people. In
making such reforms, special attention will be
paid to the principles of “‘teaching in accordance
with the students’ aptitude” and “combining
education with productive labor”’. Emphasis will
also be put on improving the students’ ability to
do physical work and acquire vocational skills.
At the same time, the general school curriculum
will be made more rational in order 1o broaden
the students’ scope of knowledge. Among other
things deserving special consideration will be the
correlation between different subjects as well as
students’ extracurricular activities. The final aim
of all this is to improve the students’ problem-
solving ability and develop their intelligence.
Such reforms are intended to better the quality of
secondary education so as to serve well China’s

socialist construction on both the material and
spiritual levels.
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The National Educational Working Conference was held in Beijing in May,1985 and Decision of
the Central Committee of the Comunist Party of China on the Reform of the Educational Structure
was promulgated thereafter.

A Statistical Table of China’s Regular Middle Schools

Number of Number of Students Number of Full-time Teachers
Senior Middle Junior Middle - Senior Middle Junior Middie

Schools School - School Total Schools Schools

4,045 207.000 832,000 67.000 14.000 53,000
11,096 6,281,000 904,000 5,377.000 234,000 40,000 194,000
18.102 9,338,000 1,308,000 8.080.000 457,000 78.000 379.000
93.221 47,059,600 7.411,300 39.648,300 2,652,000 492,000 2,160.000



RAGERIAE S al bl b CAU e R

Y 5 Bl WAL B o

&+ § ety
2L I8 T

FNFREIZI983E 9 A 8 ALK RIUFREA, “KEEENARML, HEER, EERK,

*Education be geared to the needs of modernization, the world and the future” — the words
Comrade Deng Xiaoping inscribed for Beijing Jingshan School on September 8, 1983.
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On the 45th Anniversary of the founding of Beijing Y ucai School, Comrade Chen
Yun wrote: “Carry forward and develop the Yan'an revolutionary spirit and make
new contributions to the cause of proletarian education”. The school was
established in the revolutionary base of Yan'an in 1937 and has trained large
quantties of competant personnel for the state in the past fifty years.
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Nankai Middie School in Tianjin wherc the great
proletarian rcvolutionary Comrade Zhou Enlai spent his

middle school days. Here is the bronze statue of Comrade
Zhou Enali and his inscription on the school campus.
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Suzhou Middle School of Jiangsu Province




62T =1 i iy 1 o - A==k % 51 7v The Middle School attached to Hunan Normal University

o ) ] The classroom building of Yucai Middle School in
TR EINFEX BB A FE RS R, Shenzheng Special Zone, Guangdong Province
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Campus of October the Tenth Middle School in Xiamem,
Fujian Province. This school was established in memory of the
1911 Revolution by Mr. Lin Zhuguang and Mr. Ma Qiaoru,

both patriotic overseas Chinese.




1976 R I K HURE, I g L F £ In 1976,0ccurred in Tangshan an earthquake which damaged
almost all the middle schools in the town. In a few years, new

iR, L IG BB R i, T schools sprang up one after another. This is the new classroom
RFREIE LT F+ et KM R,

building of No.12 Middle School of Tangshan.
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