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A HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE
EAST IN THE TWENTIETH
CENTURY

Peng Shu-zhi (ed, ), Higher Education
Press Beijing, 1991

Being the first one on the contemporary history of
the Middle East, writen by Chinese scholars, this book
tries to make both historic and multi-disciplinary resea-
rches on the Middle Eastern society in the twentieth
century as one different from other areas in the world,
The writers suggest that the reforms in modern pzrsia
and Ottoman empire, the spread of western democratic
thoughts and the struggle of other nations for independ-
ence constituted the first wave of nationalist movement
in the Middle East, After world war I, the reforms of
modernization in Turkey, Iran and Afghanistan devel-
oped side by side with the movement for independence
in the fertile crescent, while Egypt under British ruile
failed in her constitutional experiment, revealing the
importance of national independence to political modern-
ization, The years after world war Il saw a more com-
plicated situation in the Middle East, as shown in Ar-
ab-Israeli conflict, the Cold War as well as the tra-
~ditional contradictions among the Middle Eastern ccun-

tries.The Egyptian Revolution in 1952 and the Iraqi Rev-
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olution in 1958 marked the cominz of the second wave
of nationalist movement in the Middle East,The move-
ment, however, losed its dynamics after the death of
president Nasser, because of Egypt’s economy in a dil-
emma, the failure of Arabs in 1967 and the conflicts
among Arab countries, The Middle East after the war
of Ramadan was characteristic of a trend towards peace
negociation and economic opening in many countries,

and in the same time, of new dangers caused by the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan,the rise of Islamic Rivi-
val after the victory of Iranian Islamic Revolut ion and
finally the outbreak of Iran-Iraqi War,

The book gives an analysis of both important prob-
lems and those seldom studied in the past, like the
change in the relations between the Middle and China and
other third world countries, It also provides a detailed
discussion on different patterns of economic moderni-
zation and the achiecvements and frustration of political
modernization in the Middle East,What is more,the re-
searches in the book on the social life and different
political thoughts in the Middle East fills a gap in the
past studies, The ending section of the bgok, looking
into the future development of the Middle East, holds
that the Middle East is at the dawn of peace with
thunder of war,and remains an area with both opportu-

nities and challenges,

The editor
PENG SHU-ZHI, professor of contemporary world his
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tory in Northwest University in Xian,Dean of the Col-
lege of Historic Relics and Musealogy, and Vice-Pres-
ident of China’s Society of Middle Eastern Studies,

The authors

HUANG MIN-XING, lecturer of contemporary world
history and doctor candidate in the Middle Eastern
studies, in NW University,

MENG QING-SHUN, lecturer of contemporary world
history and doctor :andidate in the Middle Eastern
studies, in NW University,

ZHANG RUN-MIN ( late ), lecturer of Turkish studies
and doctor candidate in the Middle Eastern studies 1in
NW University,
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