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Edward H. Levi

Edward Hirsch Levi (1911 - 2000) was one of the
most distinguished and admired American lawyers of the
twentieth century . He was a scholar, an educational lead-
er, and a public servant whose career culminated as At-
torney — General of the United States ( 1974 — 1977) .
Although he is most remembered for restoring the integrity
of the United States Department of Justice following the
scandals known collectively as " Watergate”, his most
enduring legacy may be his contributions to legal educa-
tion and legal thought .

He was the son and grandson of rabbis. He attended
the preparatory school, college and law school of the uni-
versity of Chicago, where his grandfather was a founding
member of the faculty. He did graduate work in law at
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Yale Law School, then began his teaching career at the
University of Chicago just before World War II. After ser-
vice with the Antitrust Division of the Department of Jus-
tice during the war, Levi returned to Chicago where he
successively became Dean of the law School, Provost ( the
principal academic officer of the institution), and presi-
dent of the University. As teacher and scholar, he
worked to establish structures that would bring together ex-
perts from different disciplines to discuss problems that did
not fall neatly into conventional academic categories; the
most enduring example is the Committee on Social
Thought , of which he was a member and which he saw as
one model of interdisciplinary work. As Dean and
Provost, he encouraged and supported interdisciplinary
teaching and scholarship; he pioneered the employment of
professional economists to join legal scholars in teaching
antitrust law and other areas of government regulation of
commercial activity .

In 1949 he published his only sustained monographic
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work , An Introduction to Legal Reasoning. The work pro-
vides an elegant exposure and critique of the three princi-
pal domains of law in a customary legal system: common
law, statutory interpretation, and constitutional law. Us-
ing historical examples from each area, Levi demonstrates
how the law develops over time, with emphasis on
changes in interpretation .

The work is self — contained and elegant in its own
right, but it is most richly understood as a response to the
American “legal realist” movement, which flourished be-
tween World Wars | and II. The so — called ” realist”
were a loosely knit group of professional law teachers who
wrote numerous papers spanning a 20 — year period that
were largely united by a common theme : that law (in the
domains surveyed by Levi) was logical and objective in
form, but policy ~ oriented and subjective in fact. That
is, that the language of law — the opinions of judges,
primarily — were simply rhetorical exercises designed to

produce support for an outcome and were not what they
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purported to be, carefully disciplined analyses of authori-
fative principles . Without directly engaging any specific
argument by the ” realists” , Levi attempted to show that
the operation of the legal system was both more orderly
and less ad hoc than the critics claimed. He emphasized
that the attack on logical flaws in legal analysis was mis
~ placed: ” The contrast between logic and the actual
legal method is a disservice to both. Legal reasoning has
a logic of its own.”

Levi’ s defense of the legal system, was not an a-
cademic exercise. He believed that the quality of justice
depended on the integrity of the law upon which it was
based: ” We have lived,” he said when he was swom in
as Attorney General, ” in a time of change and corrosive
skepticism and cynicism concerning the administration of
justice. Nothing can weaken the quality of life or more
imperil realization of the goals we all hold dear than our
failure to make clear by word and deed that our law is not

an instrument for partisan purposes and it is not an instru-
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ment to be used in ways which are careless of the higher

values within all of us.”

After he finished his term as Attorney General, Levi
returned once again to the University of Chicago where he
taught for another decade, in both the College and the
Law School, and where 1 worked closely with him as a
colleague . The memorial service after hig death included
remarks by distinguished figures from the worlds of law,
education, and public service. Former President Gerald
Ford said on that occasion: ~ With each passing year, it
becomes more and more self — evident - Ed Levi is the
Attorney General against whom all others are measured
. . . [H] is legacy lives on, and so does his example.
The lamp of his luminous mind, his unassailable integri-

ty, and his profound humanity still cast its glow.”

Dennis J. Hutchinson

William Rainey Harper Professor in the College
Senior Lecturer in Law
The University of Chicago



/A &/

ABEEBEIANATTHNE, REK K —
FRENAT R AP MG S, FbX—X 4
BRERLFHEN M, L AHL, EIHHG—

MO EMFLEMN LR IHOTRELER 2 X,
FRAKALTAHAER EAZARL SN LK
MR Es, AHREARRABE AR, AL,
#%E K EE (Judge Frank) 7 465 Counrts on
Trial ') — P Fefghey, LTARLXMHFR
HBBEHREANTNTERELAETLNFTRRE
(fact - finding) T #, ZAT “ES5 AN EH &
ABEIRF SR BEARAELZFFLNER, BN
THiEARSEFRERGZ LG TR A

(VW

(1) Fmak, Counrs on Trial, 321, 325 (1949 ).



1 BRES

FERAAFHNEINAL, ¥F. LXFRATH
HREBNMATFPELS LN HR, 2FL5 —F
B 1T K o f2 K (Dean O'Meara) 2PVl 4, BHK A A
EHAANEEARACHLZE RS RTE, 2R
EHBEBEMPARNEFD AL TR £,
HAAAER, SF % EH 5, 5 A ARk
REBANLFRALERAR RS G ERT R
HEMSEmET, "—REAFN . BRI LA H R
BEMN, REAFBREUBES RS, (2 ¥

BERTUWIFRBREERZORALR, M
&%,%%&mﬁﬁ%%% AR 2 A 5k & W
REX—-HHE, BAEZXRGHITH

EAMGE, BN EAZmFRFESERIITH
HEARFHERMERGHL, P HFLFH BT HA
BEELEINEAESRHPEAT R, XNEFRE

[ 2] OMeara, natural Law and Everyday Law, 5 Natural L. Forum 83,
87 (1960 ).
[ 3] Kalven. The Turv. the Taw and the Persanal Tniurv Namace



BERE 1

BARFX—EMiE, RLAEV LA TARMNKE
ANTBAREA RERGF LR T HMNAERN M
BHOGIBFUARBEHNE. AL ESL
MMegR A%, BERFLZEERBAR, A
BB R FERAETR LY
F A, RHEAARTAYRELOBEHANR LA
CER VR RO R X E R & & P N
R, RERFL, AREFHEXAIER BGOSR
BHEEORABBERLSIN A RLEMH T B QA
The, EFABARAARIFERL, MEH4E
MFREABEEDBA TR, AT LELRERER
W, L THREZERFS.

%% =5 % $+ (Professor Montrose) (4} #

(4] Montrose, Retum to Austin's College, 10, 11 (1960 ).



