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1 A Puma at Large

Pumas are large, cat-like animals which
are found.in America. When reports
came into London Zoo that a wild puma
had been spotted forty-five miles south of
London, they were not taken seriously.
However, as the evidence began to
accumulate, eaperts from the Zoo felt
obiiged to investigate, for the descrip-
tions given by people who claimed 1o
have seen the puma were extraordinarily
similar.

The hunt for the puma began in a
small village where a woman picking
blackberries saw ‘a large cat’ only five
yards away from her. It immediately ran
away when she saw it, and experts
confirmed that a puma will not attack a human being unless it is cornered. The
search proved difficult, for the puma was often observed at one place in the
morning and at another place twenty ‘miles away in the evening. Wherever it
went, it left behind it a trail of dead deer and small animals like rabbits. Paw
prints were seen in a number of places and puma fur was found clinging to
bushes. Several people complained of ‘cat-like noises’ at night and a business--
man on a fishing trip saw the puma up a trec. The experts wete now fully
convinced that the animal was a puma, but where had it come from? As no
‘pumas had been reported missing from any zoo in the country, this one must
have been in the possession of a private collector and somehow managed to
escape. The hunt went on for several weeks, but the puma was not caught. Itis
disturbing to think that-a dangerous wild animal is still at large in the quiet
countryside.

cvidence began 1o accumulate

Additional Information
Something about pumas,

The puma, also called cougar or mountain lion, is a large
wild cat that preys on deer, elk, and other animals. It is the second
largest cat in America. Only the jaguar, which is occasionally
found near the Mexican border, is larger. 7

A puma has a small round head, long limbs, and a slender
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muscular body. It stands 25 to 30 inches tall at the shoulder, is
from 6 to 8§ feet long, including its 30-inch tail, and weighs up
to 170 pounds. Its short furry coat is greyish-brown.
Vocabulary
1. spot (n) ‘
a. small mark
Ex. (example) a spot of ink on my shirt; blue cloth with red
spots '
b. a particular place
Ex. a pleasant, quiet spots scenic spotss my favourite holiday
spoty trouble spots in the world '
on the spot (phr)
2. at the place of the action
Ex. The thief was caught on the spot.
b. at once
Ex. Anyone breaking the rules will be asked to leave on the
spot.
spot (v)
a. mark or be marked with coloured or dirty spots
Pt. (pattern) spot + sthy be + spotted + with + sth
Ex. The soup spotted his tie.
My dress was spotted with ink.
b. see; discover; recognize
Pt. spot +sb/sth
Ex. A policeman spotted him.
He was at the front of the troops, so he was the first to
spot the danger.
2. evidence (n)
indication; a reason for believingy proof
Ex. From the evidence, the police believe ' that two people
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committed the ctime. 4
Can you show me any evidence to support your theory?
3. accumulete (v)
increase in amount or numbery collect or bring together

Pt. accumulate ( + adv/prep phr)s accumulate + sth
Ex. Dust soon accumulates if we don’t sweep our rooms.

By buying ten books every month, he soon accumulated
enough for a library.
4. oblige (v)

compel to do by law, promise or dutyy think it is necessary
to do something

Pt. be+obliged+to V
Ex. They were obliged to sell their house in order to pay
their debts.
Parents are obliged by law to send their children to school.
N obliged (p.p/adj)
thankful; grateful
Ex. I am much obliged to you for your help.

NB. The word ‘obliged’ is more formal than ‘thankful’.
5. tnvestigate (v)

examines inquire into
Pt. investigate ( +adv/prep phr); investigate + sb/sth
Ex. The police investigated the murder.
They thoroughly investigated the cause of the accident.
6. claim (v)
a. say, without showing much evidence, that something is a fact.
Pt. claim+toV; claim + that-clause

Ex. She claimed that she was the best student in the class.
1 claim that these figures are correct.

He claimed to have done the work without help.
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b. ask fory demand
Pt. claim ( +sth) ( +prep phr on/for)
Ex. He claimed 20 yuan from the driver for the injuries he
suffered.
Does anyone claim this umbrellag
¢. needy require
Pt. claim +sth (often, ‘attention’)
Ex. There are several matters that claim our attention.
7. confirm (v)
make sure; strengthesensure the truth of something
Pt. confirm +sthy confirm + that-clause
Ex. The new facts confirmed his opinion.
He would not confirm the report.
The engineer confirmed that the old machine should
be replaced.
8. prove (v)
a. supply proof of; show to be true
Pt. prove +sthy prove + that-clause
Ex. Scientists can prove that air consists of many tiny bits of
solid matter.
He has proved his courage in battle.
b. be seen or found (to be) in the end
Pt. prove ( +to be) +adj/n
Ex. The report proved (to be) true.
The experiment proved unsuccessful.
The plan proved impossible.
He proved (himself) to be a successful scientist.
proof (n)
9. convince (v)
persuade by argument; satisfy by proof; make somebody feel
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certain of something
Pt. convince +sb + of +sthy convince + sb + that-clause
Ex. You have convinced me that I should go.
We couldn’t convince him of his mistakes.
convinced (adj) '
certaing sure
Ex. | am convinced of his honesty.
(=1 am convinced thst he is honest. )
10. complain (v)
say that one is not satisfied, that something is wrong, or that
one is suffering
Pt. complain ( +to +sb) + of /about + sth/sb;
complain ( +to+sb) + that-clause
Ex. She complained to me of / about his rudeness.
(= She complained to me that he had been rude to her. )
We have nothing to complain of / about.
complaint (n)
Ex. Have you any complaints to make?
They are full of complaints about their food.
11. possession (n)
a. ownership (esp.in the phrase, in the possession of )
Ex. The house is in the possession of( = belongs to)my father.
cf. be in possession of, take possession of; own
Ex. My father is in possession of ( = owns/has taken possession
of ) the house.
b. that which is possessed
Ex. These are all my private possessions.
The child’s favourite possession was a little wooden dog.
possess (v)
own; have



Ex. A dog possesses a keen sense of smell.
12. manage (v)

a. control (esp.a business); deal with

Pt. manage +sth/sh

Ex. He is learnihg how to manage a hotel.

He couldn’t manage his horse, and it threw him to the
ground.
He knows how to manage her when she’s angry.

b. succeed in doing something

Pt, manage (+to V)

Ex. | just managed to get there.

It’s heavy, but I can manage (to carry it).
Structure
1. V-ing/V-ed, (phrase) as postmodifier

A V-ing/V~-ed, phrase can be used to modify a preceding
noun. In such a structure, the V-ing/V-ed, phrase can be under-
stood as equivalent to a relative clause.

Ex. 1 have a friend living in London( = who lives in London).
Will the people sitting at the back, (= who are sitting  at
the back )please, keep quict?

Students attending this school (= who attend this school)
have to wear uniforms.

The puma found in the village ( = that was found in the
village) escaped from the zoo.

He likes to read novels written in English (= which are
written in English).

As may be noted from the above examples, the difference
between the V-ing and V-ed, is that the former is used in the
active sense whereas the latter is usually passive.

2. V-ing phrase as complement
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Vt (active) + n/pron+ V-ings be +V-ed;, (passive) + V-ing
Look at these sentences,
When we got there, we found him lying at the foot of the
hill.

I heard someone knocking.

Puma fur was found clinging to bushes.

In these sentences, the V-ing phrase is grammatically known
as subject/object complement. The verbs to be used in the struc-
ture are ‘see’, ‘hear’, ‘feel’, ‘find’, ‘watch’, “notice’, ‘chserve’, ete.

More examples,

I saw him crossing the road.

We watched the children climbing up the hill.

He was heard singing in the next room.

The next day she was found playing the piano in her rcom.
Notes to the Text
1. A Puma at Large (Title)

At large’ here is a set phrase, meaning ‘free’, ‘uncontrolled’.
2. ... which are found in America. (L 1)

In this sentence, ‘are found’= (are known to) exist.

Ex. Pandas are found mainly in the south-eastern Himalayas.
3. When reports came into London Zoo that a wild puma had

been spotted forty-five miles south of London, they were

not taken seriously. (L 2)

a. Here, ‘reports’ means ‘one report after another’.

‘that a wild puma had been spotted forty-five miles south

of London’ is an appositive clause, which tells what reports

came to London Zoo.
¢. The word ‘south’ here is an adverb, meaning ‘tc the south’.
d. Here ‘take ,,, seriously’ means ‘treat ... as Important or
needing thought’.



4. ... who claimed to have seen the puma .., (L 9)
A perfect infinitive is used here to indicate the action of
secing happened before the main verb ‘claim’.
5. ... a puma will not attack a kuman being unless it is cor-
nerved. (Lo 17)
a. A ‘human being’ means a ‘person’.
b. The word ‘corner’ is here useid as a verb, meaning ‘drive
into a corner’ or ‘put into a difficult position’.
6. Wherever it wenf, it left behind it a trail of dead deer
(L 1y)
a. ‘Wherever it went” = No matter (<%§) where it went.
b. The noun ‘deer’ takes the samec form for both the singular
and the plural; one deer, two deer, etc.
7. ... a businessman on « fishing trip .. (L 224
Here ‘on’ = engaged in, and the phrase ¢(going) on a fishing
trip” means ‘(going) out in order to fish’.
8. As no pumas had been reported missi’g from any zoo in the
counlry, this one must have been in the possession of .. (L 24)
a. ‘missing” is an adjective, used as subject complement (sce
“structure 2”)
b. Here ‘must + perfect infinitive' is used for deduction about
the past.
9. "The hunt went on for several weeks, . (L 27)
Herc ‘went on’ mcans ‘continued’, ‘lasted’ .
10. It is disturbing to think that ,. (L 27)
The word ‘disturbing’ here is an adjective. It means worrying,
people’ or ‘causing people to become anxious’.
Exercises
1. Say whether the following statements are true or false. Give
reasons to support your choice when you think the statement
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1s false.

@ Pumas are large cat-like animals which are found 45 miles
south of London.

(@ London Zoo received information that a puma had been
seen forty-five miles south of London.

(® When the first reports were received, experts investigated
the matter immediately.

@ The hunt started in a small village where the puma was
first seen by a woman,

® When the woman saw the puma, she immediately ran away.

® According to the experts a puma will not attack a human
being unless it is in a corner.

@ It was difficult to find the puma because it was™ moving

T g,

from place to place aii the umik. -
Several people thought they heard the puma at night.
After several weeks’ search, the puma was found.
@ The experts were unable to find out whom the puma
belonged to.
2. Go over the following passage and fill in each of the blanks
with a word which you think is suitable in the context.
Mrs Stone had spent the whole morning _ blackberries.
It was nearly lunch time, so she decided to ____ working and
go home. She was just getting to leave when she heard a
noise in the ____ .Then she saw an animal which ___ like a
cat. She knew it was not a cat because it was much ____ . The
animal suddenly ____ towards her and she thought it was going
to ____ her. She dropped her basket and began to cry for .
Hearing the sound, the animal turned and ____ away. Then Mrs
Stone stopped ____ and ran all the way home. She told her
neighbour that she had a narrow escape from a dangerous ____,
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but they did not believe her. She also telephoned the police but

they did not ___ her words seriously.

3. Fill in the blanks with appropriate words from the passage,
paying attention to the proper form of the verbs.

() Work started to ____ while he was ill.

@ The enemy were ____ to retreat because they had no mors
food supplies.

@ 1 looked very carcfully but [ couldn’t ___ her in the
crowd.

@ There wasn’t enough ___ to prove him guilty.

® He ____ to be the best table-tennis player in the school,
but he had not played against everyone.

® 1 am fully ____that the animal people claimed to have seen
Wwas a pumia vecause tienr descriptions were extraordinarily
similar.

@ How can you ____ that most metals expand when they
ai® heated?

Yesterday the police reported that g little boy was __
from his home.

@ It was ____ on the radio last night that scientists had dis-
covered a new planet.

@ The police ___ traffic accidents to {ind out their causes
and discover if a law has been broken.

4. Turn the V-ing/V-ed, phrases in the sentences into  relative
clauses if possible. (Be careful about the choice of relative
pronouns, )

® A student hoping to finish college in three years must work
very hard.

@ Any customer not satisfied with the service in the store
may complain to the management.
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