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Foreword

This book is written as a grammar text for foreign stu-
dents who have studied Chinese for two or more years and
are at intermediate level in the Chinese language. It
provides a basic outline of Chinese grammar for the
students, a general description of the principles and unique
features of Chinese grammar, so that the students can have
an overall understanding of the grammar.

The book consists of nine chapters including functional
analysis, comparison of words, syntactic structure and sen-
tence types along with practice exercises. The author’s goal
in writing has been to provide simple and clear discriptions,
emphasizing important points and highlighting discrimina-
tions. In using the book, the teacher can make use of the
actual questions students have, emphasize the practice on
difficult points and analysis of incorrect sentences. Through
much practice, it is possible to achieve the goal of an accu-
rate grasp and use of the Chinese language.

Professor Thelmas Chow(U. S. A. )translated the book
into English. Here I want to express my appreciation for him.
Acknowledgements are also extended to Mr Shi Chunhong
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and Mr Jia Yinhuai who have made great efforts for the

publishing of this book.

The Author
May, 1999
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H—F oW R
Chapter One Word Classes

B—N FHIEER
Characters and Morphemes

hEESE M RERCF 7 AEMIAF IR, A
BLUA AT REFHRN, XRIRE T FRidmAw,

The traditional terms used in China are “character” (%) and
“sentence” (] ). Learning character is where the study of the culture
begins. Most people believe that sentences are formed with charac-
ters, but this obscures the boundary between character and word.

TFHIAAR-ANRE, TRAEEHIRTE RBEERFS, X
BETRL, ANFEEL  ANFRAEE N,

Characters and words are two different things. Characters are
the square written symbols. They. are also units of pronunciation.
Some characters have meaning, others do not.

A E XM Examples of those with meaning:

AF OB K F OF

FLE XA Examples of those without meaning;



BOK OH & K OB

CAER YR, — AR, B

A character can be a word, a word could be several characters.
For example:

h X £ k £ T F
TF B EHRERL LEREEINL
4 AR, S

REXRBEFMBERNXR, UEERIBER , BT WHE,
UAMEELUCHERRRET KL, BEAFOAR—TRE, T
H,RMNEFBEENRD REUESTFRIXNMRE,

In Chinese, most morphemes are monosyllabic, so people often
believe that morphemes are characters when in fact, morphemes and
characters are not one and the same. Below we will analyze the size,
similarities of morphemes, and their relationships with Chinese
characters.

—AMWFAUARILDMEER,

One character can represent several different morphemes.

/§;‘<AX_A 5.<aﬁ"\ 4T<59~4T

B IR
2. —IMUFHARMY{RER 5 — FF%AT% ?o

The same character may be a morpheme in one context but not

in another.
oF Ak LHF A3
’535 JEBR )’J 2
i &W?%ﬁ% ?o All the dotted characters are morphemes.
TR GiE FRA
WRWE /l\. ?%ﬁ Z:.E %%o ‘ l\.Ione of the dotted characters are
2



morphemes.

3. TRXKNFARER, il

Characters without meaning are not morphemes. For example:

B R OE E O M@ K B

FEHE QW KRR, HRREENL,E
R KTEEBEER EXMERT , RO o i 3t
M EBBRIFEER.

FRAAETER, BN FANERMHEERATIN,

¥, M, ¥ have no meaning, but 3,7 ,¥K have meanings
and are morphemes. In this case, we consider 3 , ", # as mor-
phemes. Although characters are not morphemes, they are impor-

tant in the analysis of the morphemes.

BV EEMF
Morphemes and Words

A8 Fostnd, R pr B, BT I, A3k R DL g By
R, ARLUEZE RN, HE, RITEINRA 4 £E, XAER
EETHAARER BRARHEERRN,

When we analyze sentence structure we analyze only to the
word level. It is clear that in syntax the unit is word and not mor-
pheme. However, if we want to understand words, it is not possible

for us to do so without first understanding what a morpheme is since

3



words are constructed by morphemes.

BEERB/DWABXNES A . HEIEF T R/YREM L
iz AR B UOMIE S B4,

T 2R IR B B A R, TR R A R B SRR R

ERMRAETEL EARES AN AETERB L Z
Mo

EEMEANXGETFREELH, Fln.

Morphemes are the smallest meaningful components of lan-
guage. Words are the smallest meaningful units of language which
can be used independently. Morphemes are the building material for
words, and words are the building material for sentences. The u-
nique feature of morphemes is that there can be no further break
down for meaning; the unique feature of words is that they can be
used independently. The difference between morphemes and words

is the ability to be used alone. For examples:

EE b
Morpheme Word

X 1 1
3 1
& 1 1
# 1
£ 1 1
A 1
#EH 1 1
KR 2 1
By 2 1



&A1 2 1 _
EEEF R R R RE B AR E R LT AR
104 LA
In the examples above K, %, can be used alone as words,
K, ¥, 17 cannot be used as words alone.
7 B B F R 3R A R BRI (A0 AR L L), BE B A JRER)
B EAR R, BRARE 0 K. ),
Morphemes which cannot form words alone are not words(e. g.
A ,¥L, 11). Morphemes which can form words alone may some-
times be words and sometimes not (e.g. K, &,3).
—AMBETUR AR, BT UE—-MEF. Fi.
A morpheme may be a word or it may be a sentence. For exam-
ple:
WYKL
FMBERAARKIREENE, LR RERNA., Fln:
Two morphemes together may be a word or a word group. For
example:
v 48 DrL K AR (18] 41 phrase)
@it & (78 word)
X% DK% % (9 4 phrase)
@5 % (18 word)
— BRI, B R RMEERMNERB AT

In general, the realm of grammatical analysis is from morpheme

1O sentence.
EE|
TR Ak (B
. .
T } e
,ﬂ’%} bk (335 A S



morphemes (the study of rules

morphology

words of word formation)
grammar
word groups (the study of rules of

syntax

sentences sentence formation)

f — > B M AR A A ] BE At 4A] , e A DL L BE Y E]
& A,

A word made up of one morpheme is called a simple word. A
word composed of two or more morphemes is called a compound
word.

HaiiF il Examples of simple word are:

X & &R 4+ #H AF

Al M Examples of compound word are;

xR M OEM KF OER

RERFAARE, EREA VAR ERNFEEE, BHiE
RAERIALE , FE B R AP M,

Based on whether or not a morpheme can be a word, mor-
phemes can be divided into free morphemes and bound morphemes.
Free morphemes can become independent words, while bound mor-
phemes cannot.

B B B iE R AR AR

Examples of words composed of free morphemes are:

3k H% TR LiE EE LF
HE &K XE 9% A @S
R A & AR
Examples of words composed of bound morphemes are:
: 5% Lk KB R AR K9
M EMEENEEERESRAIED:



Examples of words composed of free and bound morphemes

are:

S TR FR FE X BN
£W AT AR W WE KX
Sh ke iA A R BB A, AN

Among loan words some are simple words, such as:
Y #B EE TR Am EF
Lk EM BA FH o Fik
% BEER YA ZH HAL #HN
BHEIL EEMN RET HBKRF
AHREE FILEHK BRHEREZ TOTR

A WA AR, 0

Some are compound words, such as:

45 Fx BHe ®B FTEHF
TTHE KAL kEH EER
HrR wiAE aZWiE HRAK

% 2]
— U TFHESREBLRIEE WLRA:
i | i W 2
& 3 ? i KiT

LES % L7 o Bk
v (KA 5 nwh =Wk
BEHET w#EE EgX  JekR k¥



