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_On the North Pole
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aptain Robert Walton stood on the deck of

C his boat staring at the ice. The huge

sheets of ice moved together, forming one huge
black.

“Maybe T am wrong, ~ the English captain said

~ to himself. “Maybe I should turn around before it

is too late. ”

Captain Walton was worried that his men
would be killed. But, he knew that his life’s
dream was about to come tre,
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He had always wanted to explore dangercus
places. It was thrilling for him to go places that
no one had ever seen. That's why he had come
to the Arrtic. He wanted to find a way to sail
from Europe to Asia passing the North Pole.

Walton had not always been a sailor. His
family was wealthy and he could have dene any-
thing he wanted. But what he wanted, more than

- anything, was to sail. He wanted to explore so

he had been at sea for six years.

Life at sea was hard and often very dangerous.
Walton didn't mind though, he liked what
he did. Today, however, he was worried about
the danger. He wondered if he would ever see
England again.
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He sailed through the fog unable to see any-
thing. A few members of the crew stood on the
deck with him. As the fog began to lift, one of
these men spotted something., The man could not

believe what he was seeing.

“There’s a sled being pulled by dogs over
there! " he cried.




