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Lesson Qas

Text A Sweet Potato Plot

Phonetics 1. Incomplete Plosion

‘ 2. Review of Sounds — [iz], [il, [e], [=].
leil, fail; Is), [2)

Grammar Basic Uses of the Definite and Indefinite
Articles ()
Word Study search, surround, insist, hurry, worry
TEXT ‘

A SWEET POTATO PLOT

At the top of the mountain there were thirty of us comrades,
At the foot of the mountain was a whole battalion of Kuomintang
soldiers, surrounding us in a tight ring. We had given the enemy
a hard time. They dared not come after us, but we could not get
away. '

Three days passed, with no fighting. It was clear that they meant
to starve us out. We lived on the little wild fruit we could find as
theie was nothing else on the mountain in late autumn.

One evening, as we were searching for berries and apricots, Little
Tsai suddenly shouted, “Hey, look what I've found here! Sweet
potatoes!” Before we could stop him, he had rushed on to a potato
plot and dug up one of the potatoes. : '

“Don’t touch them!” we called out. “We'll ask the political
commissar what he thinks about it.” Little Tsai jumped up, look-
ing a little ashamed of himself, for his hunger had made him forget
army discipline,

There was a heated argument among the comrades. Some said
we should eat the potatoes; others thought not. But before the politi-

5



czl commissar had a chanee to speak, two of our scouts returned
10 report that the situation was favourable for a breakthrough. We
decided to fight our way out that night.

Three months passed, and we found ourselves back in a village
at the foot of the same mountain. It was a cold night, and every
door in the village was bolted. We were just preparing to pass the
night in the open when an old man came up to us, and insisted that
we should stay in his home. We were a little surprised, for this was
a newly-liberated area, and we had not expected to meet with such
kindness from the villagers.

When we entered his house, the old man asked us to sit down,
and began serving us tea. We were feeling more puzzied than ever
when he began to explain.

“Tll tell you a queer story,” he said. “Last autumn a number
of soldiers were surrounded by Kuomintang troops on this moun-
tain. T had a plot of sweet potatoes up there and I was worried
shout it. Several times I tried to go up the hiliside to have a look,
but cach time I was driven back by the Kuomintang men.

“One night there was the sound of firing. [ thought the Red
Army men had fought their way out, and I was right. Next morning
the Kuomintang troops left and I hurried up the mountain to my
plot.

“I found a lot of my potatoes had been dug up. Icursed my luck
and began digging up those that were left. But the first thing I
dug up was a piece of white cloth, and wrapped in it were five silver
doltars! There was something written on the cloth. It said: ‘Dear
folk: We are Red Army men fighting the white troops. We have
eaten your potatoes. Please accept these five dollars with our thanks.”

The old man touched Little Tsai on the shoulder: “Com-
rade, I often wonder where these men have gone. I'd like to sce
them with my own eyes.”

Little Tsai couldn’t keep quiet any longer and burst out:

“Just look round, Grandpa. They’re right here listening to you.”



The old man grasped Little Tszi’s hand tightly in his own.
He gazed at us, ote after another, while we all smiled happily and a
little proudly. A wonderful feeling of warmth filled our hearts.
(Based on a story told by
Lieutenant-General Wu Hsien-en)

WORD LIST

plot n. (FEHAL) —Heih breakthrough n. 22H
tepn. TH bolt [boult] v.t. FUT)
battalion [bo'teljon] n. (EP)FE insist [in'sist] v. 1R
surround [so'raund} v.z. f1H kindness n. #¥, Kt
tight odj. & puzzle v.f. KB
ring n. 3 ,EHE queer ad. Z{EM
dare aux. v. GE%R dared) W F troops n. pl. *BL
starve v./. % hillside n. i3
wild edj. B4R, BHY curse v... RE
search v... B, luck n. EH
berry n. 3z wrap v.f. £
apricot [‘eiprikot] n. # silver n. 17
key interf. M silver dollar ». &7
rush v.i. ¥ (dollar ['dols} n. 5¢)
commissar [ komi'sq:] n. % folk {fouk] n. %3
ashamed adf. ¥l accept [ok'sept] v.r. #32
discipline ['disiplin] n. #3#t burst v. %R
heated adj. HFIMY grasp [ara:sp] v.t. EiR
argee v.i. &if proudly adv. F 3, Sl

argument 7. ~ gaze v.i. HEH
scout n.  {fi B % lieutenant-general [lef'tensnt] x.
situation [sitju'eifon] n. ¥k Hi§ - '

favourable ['feivorobl] adj. ##|

IDIOMS AND EXPRESSIONS
at the top of (2 mountain) (1) = WLk -



at the foot of (a mountain} 7£ (1) to find oneself in a place (Ze#hih

BT REHETERE
to live on 20 2E{E inthe open #ZB/RXH
to be ashamed of oneself (¥ B a number of —¥&
BEM RIEmE to burst out M AHEH
to fight one’s way out 3TH% one after another —/~—/ Hb
WORD DERIVATION
starve — starvation decide — decision
argue — argument explain — explanation
prepare — preparation proud — pride
liberate — liberation wonder — wonderful
expect — expectation luck — lucky
serve — service favour — favourable

NOTES TO THE TEXT

1. ... thirty of us comrades R|II=+AFHE.
comrades B us §)E{riE.
2. ...dared not come after us REEFN].
Dare REHZR, 5RILHEZIE—, HEZARARALERS
o -s, FEMAERDARE 10, TEADIE dare BHTIEMNEG
B, Bilfn:
He dare not come here.
Dare you go?
1B dare RV {EREDIA, SHIHFRLEKEDREN, ZMHE
B LR R 10, Hlin:
Nobody would dare to do that.
He does not dare to leave the place.
3. ...the little wild fruit we could find IRFIFFEMAGRD —HEFRF.
litle FEXBRBRD”, -the linle {555 B RUBRFVFALHREG
“H— AR

HE fuit RATEAR, REBOUR fruits W% AR



T4,

10.

11.

...he had rushed on to a potato plot...

B0 3t fE 1% I (on the hillside), BEAEAE to BYE AR
7} on. :
to fight our way out #7H{J%:. .

Ji1 ene’s (=my, our, etc.) way BB REIETH:

to push one’s way through the crowd M A BErb e i3k
to squeeze one’s way into the hall itk T H 3.
There was nothing else, etc.

eV bR nothing WA nothing else, f£& X LB FRAR
...others thought not = othfars thought we should not, etc.

...we found ourselves back in a village at the foot of the same moun-
tain JPAIRMBRIIRE T A E LT B—AHFE.

fe5x 8, fnH came back to a village f&3% found ourselves back
in a village %S R A MK Bl
...we were just preparing to pass the night in the open when an old man
came up to us.

EEXME RS when BE REXERRY . HEHE
BRI A B A RHE S kM 224K ... (and just at that time).
i

1 was getting up when the telephone bell rang.
I had hardly finished writing my letter when 1 heard a knock
at the door.
...wrapped in it were five silver dollars! Wit A HEE.

XAEEEHRAEEEZN, WUEED, BOETE five siver
dollars WENR KRR, RIHEF.

The old man touched Little Tsai on the shoulder. 2 A8 T RE/NEE
o RS

PRV R OE— Bk RIUE R, R bR E R Sh TR A2 R A £
IE, AR R R MBI AR~ . Kb BT4:

to hit him on the head 74L& CR R hit his head);
to strike him in the face 7B k;
to pull him by the arm Rifl:{biy g5,



WORD STUDY

SEARCH

search v, e - ;
L ovr. @H (R Sk
They searched the house but found nobody in it.
Before the enemy could search him, he whipped out his plstol and
fired at them,
2. vi. B3
They searched everywhere for him but couldn’t find him,
A party of scientists were searching for cil deposits.
search n.
They started a search for the missing ship. 4
The militiamen were out in search of the spy,

e

SURRQUND
surround v.f.

1. Bi%gs:
The hill is surrounded by water on three sides.
The rest-home ($h 5 B7) is surrounded with a beautiful garden.
2. BH:
As soon as he got out of the train, he was surrounded by Pioneers
with flowers in their hands.
About ten thousand enemy troops were surrounded in the city.

INSIST
Yy

insist v,

1, R¥s: ) S
He insisted that we should stay there for supper,
They insisted on leaving right that morning. S
She insisted on our going by train.

2. =HUWH:
He insisted on her innocence.
He insisted that his method was correct,

10



HURRY

burry v. #EiR(g):

Class begins in five minutes. We must hurry,

Hurry up! You'll be late.

As soon as he entered, he hurried up the stairs.
hurry ». i

Why are you in such a hurry?

They were in a hurry to leave.

Take your time. There is no hurry.

WORRY
worty v. SR ED:

Don’t worry him with questions. He is busy,
I was worried by his illness.
Don’t worry about him. He'll be all right.

worried adf. B0 .
We all felt worried when he didn’t come back in time,
What’s wrong? You look worried.
What are you worried about?

FPHONETICS EXERCISES

1. Read the following words and word-groups, payirg special attention
to loss of plosion:
a) looked | stopped | begged | blackboard [ chapter | department |
picture [ outside | advice | breakfast
b) sweet potatoes |/ wild fruit [ at the top / one cold night [ next
morning / the firs? thing / keep quiet [ up there
1. Review of sounds:

1. [i] — i
eat — it seat — sit ease — is
leave — live reach — rich steel — still
beat — bit deed — did feel — fill
2. [if — fe] ’
big — beg it — ate lit — Iet

n



