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Hard hats B 1 ¥
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This is Liz. She’s a firefighter. She is at the fire station, and she is
checking the hoses. The water goes through the hoses onto the fire. They
are very important. The firefighters must check the hoses every week. They
look for holes.

The firefighters must check the hoses and the fire engines. Every-
thing must be perfect!

Liz is wearing her firefighter’s uniform. She is wearing a hard hat. The
hat protects her head. The uniform is fireproof. It protects her from the
fire. It is also waterproof. It protects her from the water from the hoses.
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And here is Dan. He is polish-
ing the wheels on the fire engine.
Everything must be clean and shiny.

Anthony isn’t checking the hoses
and he isn’t polishing the wheels! He
isn’t wearing his firefighter’s uniform!
He's upstairs in the fire station ... and
he’s looking in the fridge! He's
hungry.
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Anthony is always hungry.
He’s looking for a snack. He wants
some cheese or some fruit ... or a
drink ... or perhaps some sausages
... ot some cold pizza. He finds
a piece of cheese. Great!

Suddenly, there is a
loud noise! He drops the
cheese!

Anthony, Dan, and
Liz all know this loud
noise! What is it/

FRA BB
EAERE R A — LA
Bl ek oo B A
-+ S L RS
BE . ST

Pl KEFT!
B8k, Thok— BENE ZshI !
I F T T !

RIS, FHRRIZEB R X
EWE L R A EYE?



Ring!
Ring!
Ring!
—
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It’s the fire alarm. It rings and rings
and rings. Anthony grabs his cap. There
is a pole in the middle of the room and a
large hole in the floor. He runs to the pole
and grabs it firmly. He wraps his legs and
arms around the pole and slides quickly
down. At the bottom of the pole there is
a thick rubber cushion. His feet hit the
ground heavily. But the rubber cushion
protects his feet. He must put on his uni-
form very quickly.
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Ready for action
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Time is very important for firefighters. They
always roll their trousers over their boots. They
jump into their boots and pull up their trousers.
They can be in the fire engine in 30 seconds.
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Liz jumped into her boots and pulled up her fireproof trousers. She ran
to the fire station’s computer. The computer gave her information about
the fire. The fire was at 7 Oak Lane. There was a big map on the computer.
Liz saw Oak Lane on the map. She knew the road. There were lots of old
houses there. It was a residential part of the town. Perhaps there were small
children in the house. They must get there quickly!

She ran to the fire engine and jumped in. Everything was ready. The
two firemen, Dan and Anthony, were near the fire engine. Everything was

okay.

Liz felt excited. She grabbed the walkie-talkie and called the fire-chief.

“Chief Miller! This is Liz! We are
coming now! Liz, Dan, and Anthony,
Where are you? Out!”
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The fire-chief was in his special fast

car.

“Hi, Liz,” he said, “I’'m near Qak
Lane now. [ can see the flames from here.
It’s a big fire! Get here quickly! Meet me
at the house! Okay?”

“Qkay, Chief,” said Liz. “We'll be
there in a few minutes! Wait for us!

Out!”
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She started the engine and Dan and Anthony jumped into the fire
engine. They went to their places. They all knew their jobs. Each person
had a special job. They were very good firefighters.

Liz turned on the sirens and the flashing lights and drove out of the
fire station.

Liz drove the fire engine into the street. The traffic lights were red, but
Liz didn’t stop. All the traffic stopped and the fire engine went quickly
across the steet and off towards the fire in Oak Lane.
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Waa!
Waa!
Waal

The fire engine made a lot of noise. The sirens wailed and red and
yellow lights flashed.

Cars and buses stopped because they heard the fire engine and saw its
flashing lights. The traffic stopped to let the fire engine get to the fire as
quickly as possible.

The fire-chief called Liz on the walkie-talkie.

“I'm at 7 Oak Lanc. It’s an old house. Nobody lives there. It is empty.
But a man saw a boy in the garden today. The boy went into the house. Tell
Dan and Anthony to prepare their air tanks. There is a lot of smoke!”

“Okay, Chief,” said Liz, “I can see the smoke from here. Don’t worry!
We'll be there soon!”
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Liz and the other firefighters soon arrived at the house at number 7,
Oak Lane. There were a lot of old houses, with big gardens. There were
families living in some of the houses, but some of them were empty.
Number 7 was an empty house with a big garden.
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There were alot of people in the street looking at the fire. The fire was
very bad. Flames covered the top of the house. There were flames in the
windows. There were flames on the roof. There was black smoke everywhere.

“We must be fast,” shouted Liz, “The fire is spreading.”
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Hoses
Water comes out of a fire hose very fast. One
person cannot hold the hose because the
pressure of the water is very strong. The water N
can easily knock a person down onto the
ground.
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Liz jumped out of the fire engine. She put on her thick gloves and
grabbed a hose. She ran down the road with the hose and looked for a
water hydrant. The hydrant provides water for her hose. She had to find a
hydrant quickly. She carefully attached the hose to the hydrant and ran _
back to the fire engine. e

She called a firefighter. e

“Okay, we're ready! Stand behind me and hold the hose ...
The pressure is very strong!”

Liz and the firefighter grabbed the hose. They pointed it towards the
flames. The water rushed out very strongly. They had to hold the hose very
tightly. They had to keep their feet on the ground!
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tightly!

Whoosh!
!
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