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Unit One

Passage 1

ame! troubled Marie Curie and also her husband, because science was their world

F and in this world of science fame and honour” to persons had no value®.

One day,

when a writer for a newspaper tried to ask Marie about herself and her thoughts and

her beliefs, she answered him, “In science we must be interested in things, not in

persons.” Much of the real character and spirit of this unusual woman was found in

these few words, which she was later often to repeat. One evening, at a big party, a

friend asked her if she would like to see the King of Greece, who was also a guest.

She answered in her simple manner, “I do not see the value of it. "Then, seeing that
she had hurt the feelings of her friend, she quickly added, “But...but...of course, I

shall do whatever® you please. Just as you please .’

i3

Notes

1.fame the condition of being well known and talked about &7/ , =4

2.

e.g. The young musician rose quickly to fame.

honour great respect, often publicly expressed F#F
e.g. They fought for the honour of their country. {10 E R FEHE TR

. value usefulness of something #r{H
. whatever anything like that Titft 4, FEH4
e.g. You can eat whatever you like. {REEM AT 4,
Exercises
. Spelling.
1) The information will be of great v to us in our research work.
2) Don’tt _ yourself about such a trifle( > ¥).
3) Shewasas s as a child.
4) My son is i in science.
5) We decide to do it, w happens.

A ERHERFRBRRLET .



2. Decide whether the following statements are true(T) or false(F).
1) Marie's husband also paid his attention to scientific research.
2) From this passage we believed that Marie Curie refused to answer the writer’s questions.
3) Marie Curie’s friend was unhappy with Marie's answer at the big party.
4) Marie Curie was eager to meet the King of Greece at the big party.
5) Marie Curie was a kind-hearted woman.
3. Choose the best answer.
1) What was most valuable to Marie Curie?
A. Science and research.
B. Fame and honour.
C. Character and spirit.
D. Persons and things.
2) The writer for a newspaper was interested in
A. things B. Marie Curie
C. Marie's husband D. persons
3) Wily did Marie Curie’s friend suggest she meet the King of Greece? It might be because her
friend herself
A. came from Greece B. was an olficial
C. enjoyed meeting great persons D. knew the King of Greece well
4) What might happen at last?
A. The King was angry with Marie Curie.
B. Marie Curie met the King of Greece.
C. The King wrote a letter to invite Marie to his country.
D. Marie Curie held a party for the King.
5) What we should mainly learn from Marie is we should
A. fix our attention to our work and study
B. attend parties and meetings frequently
C. sing high praise of officials
D. try hard to get fame and honour

Passage 2 I

I read your story (the 4th of February) about the cost' of living in the country

€dr sir,

rather” more than in the town, and I agree® with most of the points that you made.
My husband and I lived in the middle of Holton until two years ago, a seaside town of

nearly five hundred thousand pecple. When my husband stopped working, we moved
2



to our present house in a small village at the foot of Roland Hill, and there is no
doubt® that our costs are higher now.

I have to do my shopping in a small shop, where the food is more expensive than
that in cities, it costs more to travel by bus; and because the man who comes to mend
the television or the washing machine has to come farther, we have to pay more.

But it does not cost much to enjoy what is beautiful in the country; and peace
and quiet are cheap. Many people spend a great deal of time and money driving into
the country to enjoy the simple things of life; yet, we can enjoy them just by going
out of the front door. It costs more to live than it did in Holton, but now life is really
worth living.

Yours,

Mrs Randall

Notes

1. cost the price of making or producing something % F
e.g. Their prices are high because production costs are very great. FENHAE, L
.
2. rather quite 534
3. agree to accept an idea or opinion [Al &
e.g. Do you agree with me about the need for more schools? 3 FZHH—2MNE, R
] &g
4. doubt to be uncertain PFREE
e.g. Do you doubt my words? RIFEERAYIED?

Exercises

1. Spelling.
1)Thee __ of living in the city is increasing day by day.
2) When the teacher came into the classroom, the students s
3) There was an old tree at the { . of the mountain.
4) The phrase “e oneself” means “have a good time”.
5) The rarer(# ' 69) itis, the more itisw
2. Decide whether the following statements are tme(T) or t‘alse([l)
1) Mrs Randall and her husband lived in the middle of Holton for two years.
2) Mrs Randall has to do her shopping in small shops where the food is cheaper than that in
the city supermarket.
3) Not everything costs Mrs Randall more than the others.




4) It is easy to enjoy the simple things in the country.

5) Mrs Randall and her husband will go back to Holton and stay there for the rest of their
lives.

3. Choose the best answer.

1) The story of the 4th of February is about whether
A. it costs more to live in one country rather than another
B. it costs more to move from the town to the country than the other way round
C. it is better for old people to live in the town or in the country
D. it is more expensive to live in the town or in the country

2) Holton is a
A. big city
B. small town beside the sea

. C. town of nearly a million people

D. small village until two years ago

3) It costs more to live in the country because
A. the men who mend the television have to come by bus
B. food costs more in small shops
C. the television goes wrong more often in the country
D. Mrs Randall has to travel by bus to the city shop

4) To enjoy what is beautiful, the Randalls ___
A. have to drive only for a short time

B. simply walk out of their front door
C. spend time and money
D. can have none of the simple things of life
5) Although it costs less to live in a town,
A. it costs more to live in Holton than in a small village
B. life is not worth living in Holton
C. life is more worth living in the country

D. life is worth only when you live in a small village

Passage 3 I

On a very cold winter day, a group of Japanese children travelled long distances'

and arrived at a small island where nobody lived. After setting up a camp, they
caught fish in the sea, and walked on the snow in search of? firewood, wild fruit and
fresh water. Then they made a fire’ to prepare a meal. They were not homeless

children or modern Robinson. They were all pupils from a primary school and
4



campers of special “hardship* camp”.

Every year primary and middle schools in Japan organize such camps to develop
the children’s spirit of bearing® hardships. Such places as thick forests and far-off
mountains are often chosen as camp sites.

The Japanese educational circles generally consider it necessary to give children
opportunities of suffering hardships. Children in Japan now may hardly find times of
hardships, thanks to® the rapid growth of national economy’ and marked improvement
in the people’s living conditions. The experts think that such hardship camps can help
children learn to exist and develop in the struggle against nature in modern society.

It’s reported such hardship camps are warmly accepted by both Japanese school
children and their parents.

Notes

1. distance FERS
2. insearchof F#, FR
e.g. He is in search of a house. MIEERET,
3. make a fire 42K
e.g2. Then they made a fire to prepare a meal. #RJGfthfi 14 A AEA IR -
4. hardship B
5. bear endure something Z 3%, WEF
6. thanks to E5, hF
€.g. Thanks to your help, we finish the work. £5 TREER, BRI1THR T T TIE.
7. economy 2%

Exercises
1. Spelling.
1)Heg _ gets up very early.
2) Itakethiso___ of thanking you.
3) There is nothing to ¢ between the two.
4) He is always the first to bear h
5) Salt e in many things.

2. Decide whether the following statements are true(T) or false(F).
1) On a very cold winter day, a group of Japanese children travelled long distances for
enjoyh]ents.
2) The hardship camps are usually set up by a beautiful seaside.
3) Every year the parents organized a special “hardship camp” to develop the children’s sprit
5



of bearing hardships.
4) Because of the rapid growth of national economy and improvernent of people’s living
conditions, the children live too much comfortably.
5) It's reported such hardship camps are warmly accepted by both Japanese school children
and their parents.
. Choose the best answer.
1) Many Japanese children set up camps in far-off mountains or forests to
A. be modern Robinson
B. suffer hardships
C. stay away from the troubles at home
D. enjoy travelling
2) Children in Japan now hardly find times of hardships because
A. they have too much homework to do every day
B. their parents do most of the things for them
C. their living conditions are greatly improved
D. they don't go out often
3) It seems that hardship camps are in Japan.
A. getting fewer and fewer B. very popular
C. not necessary among the children D. good to those who are homeless
4) What one group of children did on a small island could help them learn
A. how to travel in places where nobody lived
B. about islands and seas
C. what to do at home after school
D. to exist in the struggle against nature
5) What seems to be a problem to children in Japan today according to the passage?
A. What to do at school. B. Where to go to set up camps.
C. How to develop in modern society. ~ D. Whether to get children to go out.




Unit Two

Passage 1 I

uring the Second World War it was very difficult for ordinary people to travel by
Dplane, because the seats were needed for important government and army people.

Mr Brown worked for the government during the war. He acted as' an ordinary
cook but in fact he was doing very secret work, and nobody was allowed to know how
important he was except for a few very top people.

One day Mr Brown had to fly to London to make a report to some important peo-
ple in the government and army. He placed an order® for a seat in a plane. But when
Mr Brown was about to* get onto the plane, an important army officer came to the
airport at the last minute, and Mr Brown’s seat was given to the officer, so Mr
Brown had to wait for the next plane which was to fly to London two days later.

It was not until he reached London that the high-ranking officer discovered that
the man whose seat he had taken was the very one whose report he had flown to the
city to listen to!

Notes

1. actas Y, HfF
e.g. He acts as an interpreter.  fiiB{E %,
2. except for Bf---4b
¢.g. His composition is good except for some spelling mistakes. [& T A —EHE4&#1RH,
fib FE X B3 1RETF
3. place an order (T4
¢.g. He placed an order for the air ticket. BT T —3KHL 2,
4. be about to Bt
e.g. Autumn harvest is about to come. - BKBTHRERT ,

Exercises

1. Spelling.
1) We have no s from you.




2) Don't w for me if [ am late.

3) Time { like an arrow. _
4) We have d that she was careless with her work.
5) —N we buy a new machine?

—No, we needn’t.
2. Decide whether the following statements are true(T) or false(F).
1) During the Second World War it was difficult for people to travel by plane, because there
were few planes at that time. '
2) During the Second World War Mr Brown cooked for a few top people.
3) One day, Mr Brown had to fly to London to give a lecture on cooking.
4) Because of the bad weather, the plane which Mr Brown got on was delayed.
5) In the last sentence “very” means “actual; truly such”.
3. Choose the best answer.
1) During the Second World War, seats on the planes were in great need because
A. there were only a few civilian{ & A #9) planes
B. they were needed for thousands of people
C. they were mostly taken by the top people who were thought to be very important
D. so many spies had to travel by plane
2) Only a few top people were allowed to know how important Mr Brown was because

A. he worked as an ordinary cook
B. he did secret work for the government
C. he was too proud .
D. he didn’t want to be famous
3) Mr Brown’s seat was given to a high-ranking officer because
A. Mr Brown was late for the plane
B. the officer would make an important report in Londen
C. the officer was thought to be much more important than Mr Brown
D. Mr Brown was not able to pay some more money for the seat
4) of Mr Brown's listeners knew the reason why Mr Brown was late.
A. Only one B. Most C. Al D. None

Passage 2 I

decided to go to South Carolina to meet my former schoolmates there. “I could go

by bus, but is there any other way? ” I wondered . Suddenly an idea occurred to!

me.
8



On the school bulletin board®, I put up a notice, “Need a driver to Columbia,
South Carolina. Weekend. Will share gas. Call me at 7032677.”

Jim called. He was a student of history and was going to South Carolina to meet
his girlfriend. We arranged® where to meet and when to start. Then I prepared food
and drinks enough for two persons.

It was a long way. Jim proved himself to be a good driver by driving his car fast
and steadily*. The cars in front of us were slipping behind us one by one. From time

to time I served him with food and drink, and we enjoyed talking a lot.

Jim showed great interest in Chinese history. “It’s wonderful that you have such
a long history,” he said, “maybe one day I will visit China as a history researcher. ”
“Good idea! I will be your tour guide.” I encouraged him for his future plan.

We talked and laughed all the way to the very doorstep of my friend’s flat. “T'll
come to pick you up at 10 on Sunday morning.” Saying this, he drove away.

Needless to say , it was a happy reunion for several of our schoolmates to meet in
a foreign country. We had photos taken, and made jizozi in a big flat. “For our get-
ting together in the US, cheers! ” We proposed® a toast® to this happy moment.

In South Carolina there were many Shanxi Chinese students, because South
Carolina and Shanxi established’ sistership connection, which was set up through the
help of the Chinese ambassador® to the US, who was also from Shanxi. When those I
met got to know that I had settled down in Shanxi for eight years during the Culture
Revolution®, they all talked to me like fellow villagers.

The good time passed quickly. It wasn't long before'® Jim came to pick me up.
All of my friends got to see me off. We shook hands and promised to communicate
with them as often as possible. I waved good-bye to them as the car drove away.

Notes

1. occur to  come to one’s mind FAEF)
e.g. A fresh idea occurred 10 him. B —HEE,
. bulletin board notice board i & }§
arrange to set in a good or pleasing order 22 HE
. steadily FEiih
propose 1o suggest 213, BiY
. toast TR
. establish to set up B3
- ambassador a minister of high rank representing his country in another country either for a

wqa\g.n-bmlo

special occasion or for a longer period F{ii




9. the Culture Revolution U fb K&
10. It is /was not long before A
e.g. It won’t be long before we meet again. AARITESREH,

Exercises
1. Spelling.
1) It never o to me to phone you.
2) She put u an oil painting on the wall.
3) The doctor a for me an X-ray examination the next week.
4) Don’t worry, we have e time to do the work.
5)Het to me like an old friend, but 1 really didn't know him.

2. Decide whether the following statements are true(T) or false(F).
1) The writer found a way to Columbia, South Carolina on foot.
2) Jim was interested in Chinese history.
3) Jim proved himself to be a good driver by driving his car steadily and slowly.
4) During the Culture Revolution, the writer lived in Shanxi for eight years.
5) The writer promised to communicate with his schoolmates once a week.
3. Choose the best answer.
1) The writer put up a notice
A. to save some money on the trip
B. to call for a reunion of the Chinese students
C. to take on a driver
D. to seek for ways to spend the weekend
2) From the passage we know that the writer was a Chinese

A. tour guide B. traveller

C. student D. ambassador
3) The writer must have __ the trip.

A. paid nothing at all for B. suffered a great deal because of

C. spent a dozen days on D. paid for half of the gas duning
4) The underlined sentence in the fourth paragraph suggests that

A. Jim drove at a high speed B. the road was rather crowed

C. they didn’t start early D. Jim'’s car ran slowly

5) We can conclude from the passage that .
A. Jim and the writer didn’t study at the same school
B. the writer didn’t return to the school in Jim’s car
C. Jim was not easy to get along with

D. the writer wasn’'t born in Shanxi

10



ery few people came to eat at the White Rose Restaurant, and its owner didn’t

know what to do. The food there was cheap and good, but nobody seemed’ to
want to eat there.

Then he did something that changed all that, and in a few weeks his restaurant
was always full. Whenever a gentleman came in with a lady, a small waiter gave each
of them a beautiful menu®. The menu looked exactly the same on the outside, but
there was an important difference inside. The menu the waiter gave to the man gave
the correct price for each dish and each bottle of wine, while the menu he gave to the
lady gave a much higher price! So when the man calmly ordered dish after dish and
wine, the lady thought he was much more generous® than he really was!

Notes

1. seem appear 1§, fIF

e.g. She seems happy to me. RE MEFHE N,
2. menu a list of dishes in a meal or separate meals, especially in a restaurant 388
3. generous showing readiness to give money, help or kindness, etc. 8, K HH

Exercises
1. Spelling.
1) Hes ‘to know the news.
2) This is the s pen that I lost.
3) I went in and asked if they hadac suit.
4) In these restaurants, people o __ their food.

5) After the storm came a ¢ o
2. Decide whether the following statements are true(T) or false(F).

1) After the White Rose Restaurant opened, the restaurant was always full, because the food
there was cheap and good.

2) Whenever a gentleman came in with a lady, a small waiter gave a beautiful menu to each of
them.

3) The menus for the man and the lady looked exactly the same both outside and inside.

4) Because of the high price in the White Rose Restaurant , the man must bring a lot of
money for the dinner.

11




5) In the White Rose Restaurant, the waiter only asked the lady to order dish and wine.

. Choose the best answer.

1) The waiter gave beautiful menus to
A. the gentlemen
B. the ladies
C. either gentlemen or ladies
D. the gentlemen and their lady friends
2) The menus for the man and the lady
A. were completely different
B. were the same on the outside only
C. were exactly the same
D. changed the prices of food and drinks
3) Why was the man calm when he ordered dishes?
A. The dishes were not too expensive.
B. He was generous before his lady friend.
C. He had to pretend to be rich.
D. The gentleman was more generous.
4) From the passage we learn that .
A. the prices of food and dishes became much higher
B. the man ordered very expensive dishes
C. both the men and the lady friends were satisfied with their dinner in the restaurant
D. the more expensive, the better the dishes are
5) What does the story mainly suggest?
A. Businessmen should learn some psychology(«s 2 4).
B. People like to go to expensive restaurants.
C. Restaurant owners should use different menus for different customers.
D. Men and ladies have different requirements.
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