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Unit 1
Myths and Legends
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Betraylng a trust is a very quick and painful way to
termmate a friendship.
<> Ralph Waldo Emerson, American thinker
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1. An Argument About the Sun
Sum ple answers

1)Both the children are wrong. The sun gives out almost the same amount of
heat at any time of the day. We feel sometimes it is hotter. and sometimes it is cooler
only because the angle between the sunlight and the surface of the earth varies con-
stantly.-

That the sun seems bigger at daybreak is an optical illusion. When it appears on
the horizon, only a small part of the sky is bright enough 10 be seen against it. This
makes the sun seem bigger. But when it’s high up in the sky, it seems smaller with
the huge bright sky against it.

That it is cooler in the morning than at midday is not because of the change of the
distance between the sun and the earth. Tt is because of the change of the angle be-
tween the sunlight and the surface of the earth. We don't feel very hot in the morning
because less sunlight is received per unit of area when the angle is smaller. But as time
passes. more and more sunlight per unit of area penetrates the atmosphere and reaches
us, so we feel hotter at midday.

2)Confucius was knowledgeable, but not a genius. We can't expect him to know
everything. Everyone has his or her limitations. Another reason is that at that time
science was not developed and people didn't have advanced equipment to do research on
the sun and the earth. So it was difficult to understand or explain many natural phe-
nomena.

3)A. 1 think Confucius was honest. He didnt pretend to know the answer.

B. No one is perfect. One may be an expert in one field, but a layman in other
fields.

C. The children were very curious, a good quality of theirs. But they only saw
one side of the phenomenon and then jumped to conclusions. One should consider dif-
ferent aspects before drawing any conclusion.

2. Bedtime Stories
Sample

Long ago there were two brothers. The elder brother was rlch but the younger
brother was poor. They made a living by cutting wood in the forest. One day when
the younger brother was crossing a bridge, his iron axe fell into the water. He was
very sad and began to cry. At that time an old man appeared. After he knew what
happened, he dove into the water and brought a silver axe to the younger brother, but
the younget brother said, “No, this isn't mine. Mine is made of iron. ” Again the old
man dove into the water, and brought a gold axe to him. But again he said this wasn’



3 : . UNIT ONE
t his. The old man was very happy with this because the younger brother was honest
and not greedy. So he gave the younger brother the gold axe,

After the younger brother got home. he told all this to his elder brother. On
hearing the story the elder brother went 1o the same bridge and dropped his iron axe
into the water. The old man appeared too and dove into the water after knowing what
happened. He brought a silver axe to the elder brother, but the elder brother said this
wasnt his, his was a gold one. The old man was very unhappy and brought him a gold
axe unwillingly.

The elder brother went back home with the gold axe, but as soon as he was
home. he became a statue, as a result of the magic power of the gold axe.

3. Chinese Fables
Three at Dusk and Four at Dawn

In the state of Song there was a man who was very fond of monkeys and kept a
large number of them. He could understand the monkeys and they could understand
him. In order to satisfy the monkeys demands. he reduced the food consumption of
his {amily,

After a while his family did not have enough to eat. so he wanted to limit the
food for his monkeys. But he was afraid the monkeys would not submit to him. So he
played a trick on them.

“1{ | give you three chestnuts in the morning and four in the evening . would that
be enough?” he asked the monkeys.

All the monkeys rose up in a fury.

After a short time he said, *If I give you four chestnuts in the morning and three
in the evening. would that be enough?”

All the monkeys lay on the floor. happy and satisfied with this proposal.

His Spear Against His Shield

In the state of Chu there was a man who had a spear and a shield for sale. He
was loud in praises of his shield.

“My shield is so strong that nothing can pierce it through. ?

He also sang raises of his spear.

“My spear is so strong that it can pierce through anything”

“What would happen,” he was asked. "if your spear is used to pierce your
shield?”

He was unable to give an answer.

It is impossible for an impenetrable shield to coexist with a spear that finds noth-

ing impenetrable.

= ZmBWAh

¥ (Listening— Centered Activities)



Listening [

(=) REEX

Mart Moodys Bird Dog

Mart Moody from Tupper Lake used to tell this tale. “1 went out one day and
there was a big flock of ducks out on Tupper Lake, And I had this good dog. 1 shot at
the ducks, and then I sent the dog out there. She was heavy with pups at the time,
and 1 didn't know whether I should send her out there, It was a cold day in the fall.
Well. she took right off and away she went. But she didn't show up when it got dark.
I began to worry about her. She was a good dog. a really good retriever. Shed get an-
ything I shot at.

So the next morning I woke up and 1 thought I'd better go see if 1 could find her.
And 1 got down to the shoreline of the lake and 1 looked out. Suddenly I saw some-
thing coming. It was this dog. She came into the shore! She had three ducks in her
mouth, And behind her she had seven pups. And each of the pups had a duck in his
mouth. ”

(=) &IER

Exercise 1
1) What did Moody shot at one day?

Ducks.
2) Who went with Moody?

His dog.
3) What happened to the dog after she left?

She didnt turn up/show up that day.
4) Why was Moody worried about her?

It was unusual for a dog as good as her not to come back.
5) What do you think of the ending?

It is somewhat unbelievable, I don't think it is possible for a new-born pup to carry

a duck in his mouth. And it is also incredible that the dog had three ducks at once

in her mouth. Moody is obviously exaggerating.
Exercise 2
DF 2) F »T 4T 5) F 6) T
Exercise 3
Sam ples

1) Moody told the story to show what a good and responsible retriever the dog
was. For example, when there were too many ducks for her to carry, she gave birth
1o seven pups. And even the new-born pups were able to carry ducks on their own. Of
course. Moody is exaggerating. Anyone can see this isn't a true story at all.
2) Moody must be very proud of his dog. She was good and faithful. She carries

out her masters orders dutifully even when she was big with pups. Even when she had
given birth to her pups, she didn’t forget to accomplish the task her master had as-



signed her, Although this story is not true, we like it because it is very funny.
Listening I

(—) RERX
Women Are More Clever than Men

There was an old man who had a daughter. He told his daughter that he had invi-

ted a preacher to his house. He said. “Daughter, I'm going down to the train to meet

the Reverend, and I've roasted two ducks and left them there for him in the other
" room. Don't you touch them.” The daughter said, “No, I won't touch them.” So her
Papa went to the train to meet the Reverend, and the girl began to taste the ducks.
The ducks tasted so good that she kept on tasting them until she had eaten them all
up. every bit of them.

After the old man came back, he didnt even look in the place where he had left
the ducks. He went directly into the other room to sharpen his knife on the oil stone
50 he could carve the ducks. The preacher was sitting in the room with the girl. She
knew that her papa was going to punish her, and she started crying and shedding some
tears, The preacher said, “What is the matter with you, girl?” She said, “Papa has
this one bad fault——he invites preachers to his house and goes to sharpen his knife to
cut off hoth their ears. ” And the Reverend said, “What is that you say, Daughter?”
The girl said, “Yes, Papa invites preachers here all the time and cuts off both their
ears,” The preacher said, “Daughter, hand me my hat, quick!” The girl gave him his
hat and he ran out of the door quickly. The daughter called her Papa and said, “Papa,
the preacher got both of the ducks and has gone, ” The old man ran to the door and
yelled to the preacher, “Hey, where are you going in such a hurry? Come back here
right now!” But the preacher just kept running and shouted back over his shoulder,
“Damned if youll get either one of these. ”

(Z) GAER
Exercise |
1) Whom did the old men invite to his house?
A priest. / The Reverend.
2) What did he roast for the guest?
Two ducks.
3) Where did the father go to meet the Reverend?
To the train station.
4) What did the daughter do while the father was away?
She ate the two ducks.
5) What did the father do after he came back with the guest?
He sharpened his knife on the oil stone,
6> Why do you think the daughter started to cry in front of the guest?
She wanted to attract the preacher’s attention. / She wanted to make her story
more credible.
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7) What did she say to the guest?
“Papa invites preachers to his house and cuts off their ears.”
8) What did the guest do after he heard what the daughter said?
He took his hat and left quickly.
9) What did the daughter say to her father when the preacher left?
She told her father that the guest had taken the two ducks. ’
10) What did the father shout to him?
“Where are you going in such a hurry? Come back here right now. ”
11) What did the guest reply?
“Damned if you get either one of them.”
12) What does “either one of these” mean to the guest and to the father?
It means the ears to the guest, but to the father, it means the two ducks.
Listening [|
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The Cat with the Wooden Paw
Jack Storme was the local barrel maker and blacksmith of Thebes, Illinois. He
had a cat that 1) stayed around his shop. The cat was the best 2) mouse catcher in the
whole country, Jack said. He kept the shop 3) free of rats and mice. But, one day.,

the cat got caught in a piece of machinery and 4) got a paw cut off. After that, he be-

gan to 5) grow weak and thin and didn't take any interest in anything, because he

wasn't getting enough to eat,
So, one day, Jack decided to §) make a wooden paw for the cat. He made one

with his pocket knife and 7) fastened it on the injured leg. After that, the cat began to

8) grow sleek and fat again. Jack decided to stay at the shop one night to see how the
cat 9) managed with the wooden paw.

After dark, the cat got down in front of a mouse-hole and waited. Pretty soon a
mouse 10) peered out cautiously., Quick as a flash the cat 11) seized it with his good

paw and knocked it on the head with his wooden one. In no time, the cat had 12)
eighteen mice piled up in front of the mouse hole,

(219 words)
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Sam ple answer

Once there was a man who owned a cat. He said his cat was the best mouse
catcher in the country. One day the cat got one of his paws cut off. Afterwards he be-
came thin and weak. The man made a wooden paw for his cat. Soon the cat became
strong and energetic again. The man wanted to see how his cat managed the wooden
paw. He found out one night that the cat could catch the mice with his good paw and



