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Preface

The English language is very popular in
modern-day China, Millions of students are
diligently trying to master it. Unfortunately,
~ the English they learn from their textbocks is
often old fashioned and stilted. When they try
te use the English they have studied, it does
not sound natural. »

When these students try to communicate
with English speakers, they often have prob-
tems. When they speak, they sound like books
;nstead of people. When they listen, they can
not understand many of the expressions Eng-
lish speakers use, : :

This book, Popular English for Modern
Communication, is designed 1o help -Chinese
students overcome these problems. It presents
the English language as it is actually spoken
in the United States today. Students who mas-
ter the lfxnguage contained in its sample con-
_versations will be much better prepared to com-

municate with English speakers.



The conversations in the book are based
on speech samples taken from real-life conver-
sations, television programs,and popular books,
These samples were gathered in the United
States over a period of one year, They were
categorized, compiled, and then checked (and
double-checked)for naturalness by native-speak-
er teachers of HEnglish, The result is an au-
thentic representation of English as it is spoken
by Americans today,

Popular English for Modern Communication may
be used as a textbook in English classes at
the universily level (for both English majors
and non-English majors), High-level stu-
dents in middle-school will benefit from this
book also, as they learn natural, authentic
English from the beginning.

At the beginning of every  unit, the lan-
guage and culture which it focuseson are intro-
duced and explained thoroughly. Additional ex-
planations are provided within many units, Of
course, the major portion of each unit consisis
of dialogs or conversations of varying lengths
' (mini, normal, and extended), which present
English as it is actually spoken in the United
States., For many lines in these convérSations,
additional alternate expressions are given in

PR SRR s s
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squarevv“brackets. Optional words, explanavions,
and instructions are given in parentheses. At
the end of each unit, particular points of diffi-
culty C(either linguistic or cultural) in the
conversations are explained, Teachers and stu-
dents will find these notes valuable and enlight-
ening.

This book is the result of friendly cooper-
ation among various individuals and institu-
tions in the United States and China,The authors
wish to thank the administrative officers of
Jilin University, Brigham Young Universily—
Hawaii, and the Polynesian Cultural Center for
their support. A special expression of thanks
goes to President Alton Wade(BYU-Hawaii)and
Pres. Wu Zhuo-qun (Jilin University), whose
vision and good will made the exchange pro-
gram between their two universities possible,
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Unit 1 1

Unit 1
Greetings

Greetings are indispensable in -our lives.
We use: them many times every day to make
contact with other people, recognize their pre—
sence, and show friendliness.

It is 1mportant to remember that the ex-

pressions used for greetlng people usually do
not carry any literal meanings, For example,
» “What’s up?” does not really mean, “What is
up?” It is only an expression of greeting. Also,
remember that a positive response to a greeting
is usually expected, even if it is not totally
true, For instance, if someone greets you by
saying,“How are you?”“Fine,”is the most appro-
priate response—even if you are feeling bad.

Greelings vary in their level of formality,
Using a greeting that is too formal or too casual
for a particular gsituation is .a social error
which may be offensive or embarrassing,

There are at least five different styles in
English, frozen, formal, consultative, casual,
and intimate,! The style which is appropriatfe
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for a situation depends on the age and the rela-
tiohship of the people speaking as well as
where they are and what they are talking
about,

Frozen style is seldom used in normal speak-
ing situations. It is a classic, literary, almost
ceremonial style reserved for the most formal
occasions, such as declamatory speeches to -large
audiences. Language in this style is carefully
edited and rehearsed, It is used for 6ne—way
communication, and the listeners remain social-
strangers to the speaker,

Formal style is sometimes used in speaking

(such as in universily lectures and formal
introductions), but it is most commonly used
in written form-—in.text and reference books,
reports, and business letters,Formal utterances
are usually either formulaic (established words
and structures are used repeatedly with litile
variation) or prepared in advance <(carefully
composed and edited), Although il is used for
conﬁmunicating information, formal style typi-
cally does not allow immediate feedback from
listeners, It is a socially detached style for
addressing strangers or large groups,

Consuitative style, the first of two collo-
quial styles in English, is used for two-way
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communication beiween people who do not be-
long to the same social group, It is typical of
interactions between a dominant person (such
as a professor or a supervisor) and his/her so-
cial subordinate(such as a student or a worker),
Consultative style allows cooperation and com-
munication without social integration, Conver-
sations in this siyle are usually not prepared
in advarnce but are composed as bthey develop,
Casual style - is used among members of the
same social group (for example, students in the
same grade, co-workers in an office, or two
teachers who are friends) or for integrating
strangers into a social group. Casual conversa-
tions are usually not planved, composed, or
edited in advance, Rather,ﬁwy develop through
interaction., Their conient and direction depend
on continuous and immediate feedback from
other members of the conversation group, A
Intimate style is reserved for members of a
small closely related group (such as a family
or club) or pdir (such as a husband and wife,
mother and child, or boyfriend and girlfriend).
It joins personalities and reflects a cozy re-
lationship., Intimate utterances are abbreviated
and minimal, with much of the message left
unsaid but understood since the conversational
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partners are so close, “Insider words,” whose
special meanings only the partners understand,
are common in intimate style, as are titles
which show affection, such as dear, sweetheart,

darling, or honey,

Formal “style is typically used when people
first meet. With the passage of time, as a fri-
endly relationship develops, the style used will
become casual, Be careful,, however, mnot to
shift styles too quickly. Becoming friendly or
casual too soon can be offensive. In the course
of a conversation, it is possible to switch or
alternate s'tyles, but only from one style to its
neighbor. Do not take more than one step at a
time. i |

Greetings can consist of a statement and/or
a question, Used ‘alone, the question (such as
“How are you?”)seenis rather abrupt.Generally,
the question comes only after a greeting
statement (such as,“Hello.”). )

In different regions of the United States
and among different ethnic groups, non-standard
greetings are common. For example,. in the
West, “Howdy” is a common greeting, In the
South, people say, “Hi, y’all*” and in Hawaii
you may be greeted with the question, “How-
zit9”*Some ethnic groups add special titles also,
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resulting in greetings such as “Hey, bro,”

Wh_i,__le it is useful to be able to recognize these
greétings, you should use them cautiously.

They oftenimply a-casual or intimate relation-
ship and may be offensive if used by an out-
sider,

1-1  Mini-conversation

Situation, Two strangers meet at night.‘(formal
—>consultative)
Mr. A. Hello,
Ms.® B, Good evening.”

1t-2 WMini-conversation

Situation, Two acquaintances meet:. (formal-—
‘ casual) o
Katherine. I:Iello, Robert,?
Robert., Hello, Katherine,

1-3 Mini-conversation

Situation. Two acquaintances or friends. (casual
—>intimate)
Katherine, Hi, Bob.
Robert, Hi, Kathy, ®?

1-4 Mini-conversation

Sjtuation, Two people who are familiar with
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each other’s faces but do not know
each other’s names meet, (casual)
Person A, Hi, there,
Person B, Hi,

1-5 Mini-conversation

Situation. Two acquaintances or friends greeb
_ " each other. (formal—>casual)
Katherine, Hello, how are you? ¢
Robert, Fine, thanks, and you?

Katherine, Fine,

1-6 Mini-conversation

Situation, Two acquaintances or friends meet,
' (consultative—>casual)

Mary, Hi, How are you?

John, Fine, How are you?

‘Mary, "Good, 1

1-7  Mini-conversation

Situation, Two friends meel again after being
apart for a few days or weeks, (con-
sﬁltative———masual)

Louie, Hi, Carmen, How have you been?
Carmen, Pretty good, and you?
Louie, Just fine,




