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An Opening Speech
At the First ASTALEX
Regional Symposium

(in Lieu of the Preface)

It gives me great pleasure to declare the opening of the First
ASIALEX Regional Symposium held at the Guangdong University of For-
eign Studies. On behalf of the organizing committee of the symposium and
in the name of President of the Guangdong University of Foreign Studies,
I would like to extend our welcome and thanks to our distinguished
guests, to Mr. Tony Cowie, well-known lexicographer from the United
Kingdom; to Dr. Andres Taylor from City University of Hong Kong; to
Prof. Han Jingti, vice-president of China Lexicographical Association;
and to Dr. Zheng Ding’ ou from City University of Hong Kong. Our warm
welcome and thanks also go to the presenters and participants from Cana-
da, Australia, Japan, Korea, Thailand, as well as delegates from Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region and Taiwan Province of China and
from various parts of mainland China.

The ASIALEX was established in Hong Kong in March 1997, with
the goals of fostering scholarly and professional activities, and of facilitat-

*  The First ASIALEX Regional Symposium was held at the Guangdong University of For-
eign Studies (Guangzhou, China) on the 14®-16" January 1999
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ing the exchange of information and ideas in the field of lexicography in
Asia. Over the past years, the association has already played a very im-
portant role in the cooperation in lexicographical researches and publica-
tions in the region of Asia. The aim of this first conference is to review
the latest development in lexicographical researches and publications in
this area.

We are highly honored to organize and host this Symposium at the
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies. As one of the prestigious uni-
versities in Guangdong Province, our university is committed to preparing
undergraduate students in 16 subject areas and post-graduate students in 7
subject areas; they are foreign languages, foreign affairs, international e-
conomy and trade, business administration, accounting, finance, intemna-
tional legal studies, joumalism, communication, linguistics, applied lin-
guistics, lexicography, literature and cultural studies, and so on. Owing
to its leading expertise in the field in China, the Ph.D. programme in
linguistics and applied linguistics of our university is recognized as one of
the State Key Projects sponsored by the National Government. In addition
to the teaching programme, our university invests heavily in academic re-
search which involves 16 research institutes and centers, including the
Research Center of Lexicography. Besides, our institute makes great ef-
forts to promote cross-cultural and academic exchanges; at the present,
the university has established relations of cooperation and exchanges with
more than 20 overseas universities and academic institutions.

The theme of this conference is to discuss the latest development in
lexicographical researches and publications in various countries and the
role the dictionaries might play in assisting language learning. I believe
that this conference will provide an excellent and timely opportunity for
the discussion of the major issues in dictionary researches and publica-

tions, for the exchange of views and experience in the compilation of
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learner’ s dictionaries and for a review of the achievements of ASIALEX,
EURALEX, AMERICALEX, and AUSTRALEX. With the enthusiasm
and support from all the presenters and participants, and with the hard
work of the Organizing Committee, I am fully confident that this Confer-

ence will be a great success.

President of ASTIALEX,
Huang Jianhua
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