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gilly was a boy who loved horses more than anything
else in the world. He loved his own pony®, Blaze?, best
of all. After his father and mother gave him Blaze, Billy
spent most of his time with the pony. Blaze would come
whenever Billy called. He seemed to like the rides
through the woods or along the roads as much as Billy
did.

Billy felt sure that Blaze understood him when he
talked. And the pony really did seem to know what Billy
said.

Billy’s dog, Rex, usually went with them on their
rides. But one day Rex was sick, so Billy’s mother kept
him at home.

It was a beautiful day, and Billy decided to ride
along a little road that passed through some woods. Both
Billy and Blaze liked to ride through the woods because
there were so many things to see. They always met rab-
bits and squirrels and saw many birds. Flowers grew
along the way, and the big trees were green and cool
after the hot, dusty roads. The summer had been very
warm, and there had been little rain.

They had gone quite a long way when Blaze sud-
denly stopped. Billy looked ahead and saw smoke com-
ing out of a pile of dry brush at the side of the road. He
knew that it was against the law to build fires in the
woods during the dry season. It was not a safe thing to

do because there was the danger of starting a forest fire.

% GREE;{SP{CE SERIES / NATLRE

s MR W - B R R



o s
i
DT

Etﬂiﬂﬁi%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁwwm%%&ow
BEE AR LA Gu I —AEE, AL
REERAR E LA NZE R K3 o ) AR AR I
ML AE—R, RBELAA LRSS AER, EHAS
BERE, EMFRLARHERTFEIARKE LA
X HBAT A

A B s e, A RS TE, B
I 53 o A BT e 15 E 6 S ARAY £,

PAl 6 F AR E R — R B AT, 2 h— X,
REAMBT, TA WAGTERIHNGLETRE,

AR K A B
o, FrAA
REERE® L
F—FFHhmit
BT, K
AAh EERE
sk AR, B A
BHRAFSIEF
AW AT, 1]
% o5t JLE & Ao
WE L ERLEHFEI L, BRELEF KK LK
BA RBRELEORLBELATHRY, FREA, IANE
Et+otsh mAFEIH,

RATATHFR—BR AELETARAEEHT,
@A EE, RAMRBAG—E-THERAK T F |
k, e FEEERLA KR E FH, THMRR
Zh BARINEARKKY AR,

S

FLYING BLAZE ?
P I = e~ T

3



]

- —

4

Even as Billy looked, the flames burst out. He knew
that these flames were the beginning of a forest fire un-
less they could be put out. If a breeze came up and car-
ried the fire to the big pine trees nearby, the whole
countryside might burn. Not only the grass and trees
would be burned. fences and barns and horses and
houses would also go up in flames.

Billy had once seen a place where there had been
a forest fire. He remembered how bare and black it had
looked, with burned stumps® where beautiful trees had
been. He knew he must try to save the woods he loved
so much. He must go quickly and get help.

The nearest place to go for help was a large farm.
It was a long way to this farm by the road, and there
was no time to lose. Billy knew they could save much
time if they cut across country through the fields. But to
reach the first field they would have to jump a high
stone wall. It was higher than anything Blaze had ever
Jumped. But Blaze seemed to understand that they need-
ed to hurry. He jumped the high wall perfectly.

Then they went on as fast as they could across the
wide field. Billy did not need to coax® Blaze. The pony
was going like the wind. If he could only keep up this
speed, they would soon reach the farmhouse.

In the middle of the field was a river. There was no
bridge and no time to look for a shallow place to cross.
“Come on®, Blaze,” called Billy, and Blaze went even
faster than before.

The nearer they came to the river, the wider it
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seemed. It was too late to stop now. They were right at
the water’s edge. Blaze made a big leap. Billy could fell
how hard he was trying. It seemed that they would sure-
ly get over the river safely.

As they landed, the bank gave way under Blaze’s
hind feet. For a moment Billy thought they would fall
back into the brook. But Blaze scrambled® up the bank.
Then they were off as fast as the pony could go.

Blaze was breathing hard now, but the farmhouse
was near.

Suddenly, Billy pulled Blaze to a stop. There, right
in front of them, was a high wall with barbed wire® at
the top. He looked both ways but there was no gate in
sight. Billy almost gave up, but the thought of the fire
sweeping across the countryside was too much. They
must go on.

“Just once more, Blaze,” he whispered to the pony.
Poor Blaze was very tired, but he galloped® bravely to-
ward the fence. He was straining every muscle for the
jump.

They were almost over when Billy felt Blaze’s hind
legs catch on the wire, and they began to fall. Down
went Blaze to his knees, and Billy slipped out of the
saddle and up to the pony’s neck.

It seemed certain that Blaze would go down all the
way, taking Billy with him. But, with a great effort,
Blaze scrambled to his feet. And Billy, holding onto the
pony’s neck, stayed on. Then Blaze started at a gallop
for the farmhouse just across the field.

GREEN SPACE SERIES / NATURE

—&— e S W £ W - H A B

6



MIIIH'

A BTLERRAT, HEERE — 5K, LA 42
B ILERSKGHIL, FLEIAN-ZLERR
AWML X,

HRAERMNBERZF AR EEHERTE—TF
B, MNAE AR ERNSBETE 2AEER
ETTRE, B 02D REHCRA L,

A R b ut Ko oF (o R A RiZ 4L,

TR VA AELZHE DAL G EFTF A
—HHE BAEERANGELN, EEET A 2K
AR, WA EZNF B—-BH X KFEHEE
AR o3 S 3 HAT LR B ST

“HBEK KRR, R B B, TR
HREABERRET 2EAFHRORELRERA
= WMEE—RILA T F A,

HARMER £ 21t 65U WAHEIF L%
NGRS TRE AN RB%, SHFRERE
WA B EL S 2 THERORT L,

WEARERERAN ST LR AW 2h £ %
BREH ARELETRR, WA EERIEHRE %
B, EAKET A, BE FREALOEFE

HARANRES B A&,
FLY[NGBLAZEI
X

. 7



