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Preface

As everyone knows, English is the most intensely popular subject in uni-
versities all over China. In order to obtain a good job, it is necessary for ev-
ery student to learn English well. Indeed, as English is the world language,
more and more people study and use it. Many people who first studied other
foreign languages such as French and German are now beginning to learn
English. Ten years ago, College English Test (Band4 and Band6) were ar-
ranged by the Chinese Education Department. So far, CET4 and CET6 have
been the perfect English tests. However, it is worrying that the passing rates
of CET4 and CET6 have been decreasing for years.

1 achieved a score of 98 in CET4 as a freshman. But the good result did
not come easily. Although my English score in the College Entrance Exami-
nation was almost a full mark, I could not get used to the college English
study. I worked hard, conscientiously carried out all the tasks the teacher set
us and studied my course books regularly, but it was of little avail. I even did
not get a score of 60 in a stimulated English test(Band4). Therefore, I real-
ized that as English learners we must do virtually everything for ourselves;
that if we know how to study, we have little need of teachers; but if we do
not know how to study, teachers will be of no use. It happens to be consis-
tent with the idea of English writer Amorey Gethin in his paper “Learning the
World Language: Today and Tomorrow ”. Professor Gethin thinks that
teaching English for the most part inhibits learning. This idea implies that
English learners must be of self-reliance and active curiosity although it may
not be of generality. The same goes for CET4. It is not enough for students
to finish the tasks their teachers set them, if they plan to pass CET4, or even
to gain good results. I believe that most students want to learn English well
at any cost, but they do not know how to learn efficiently. I feel their English
teachers can not best give them the good way because the teachers, who are
specialized English, have not experienced for themselves CET4 and CET6
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which are intended for students whose major is other than English.

T have asked advice of many students who attaincd high scores in CET4,
CET6, TOEFL and GRE, and I acquired some new ideas about learning Eng-
lish well especially improving reading comprehension, listening, writing and
grammar. I obtalned a good result after six months hard work and got a score
of 96 in' CET6 when I was a sophomore. From then on, I seemed to pass the
so called threshold on the way of English study. It has been easy for me to
improve my English since then. I took TOEFL and GRE as a senior and the
scores wére 640 and 2200 respectively. The high TOEFL and GRE scores

“contributed a great deal to my being enrolled by the Computer Engineering
Department, Southwestern Louisiana University, USA.

My methods and skills aimed at CET4 were included in the series of
books “CET4 and ETC6 Good Results Break — Through”. Half of the compil-
ers have obtained high scores in the tests of CET4, CET6, TOEFL and

“GRE. The others are experienced English teachers who have been guiding
students to pass CET4 and CETS6. 1 am sure this series of books will help the
collége students to get good' results in CET4.

Xiaoping Wei

in Louisiana
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Attention to detail is something everyone can and should do especially in
a tight job market. Bob Crossley, a human —resources expert notices this in
‘the job applications that come cross his desk every day. “It’s amazing how
many candidates eliminate themselves. ” He says.

“Resumes (fi§ 7 ) arrive with stains. Some candidates don’t bother to
spell the company’s name correctly. Once I see a mistake, I elimindte the
candidate” Crossley concludes. “If they cannot take care of these details, why
should we trust them with a job?”

Can we play too much attention to details? Absolutely, perfectionists
struggle over little things at the cost of something larger they work towarci.

“To keep from losing the forest for the trees,” says Charles Garfield, associ-



ate professor at the University of California, San Francisco, “we must con-
stantly ask ourselves how the details we’re working on fit into the larger pic-
ture. If they don’t, we should drop them and move to something else. ”

Garfield compares this process to his work as a computer scientist at
NASA. “The Apollo I moon launch was slightly off —course 90 percent of
the time,” says Garfield. “But a successful landing was still likely because we
knew the exact coordinates of our goal. This allowed us to make adjustments
as necessary”. Knowing where we want to go helps us judge the importance
of every task we undertake.

Too often we believe what accounts for others’ success is some special
secret or a lucky break (§Li&). But rarely is success so mysterious. Again and

again, we see that by doing little things within our grasp well,, large rewards

follow.
1. According to the passage, some job applicants were rejected .
Q_) because of their carelessness as shown in their failure to presefit a
clean copy of a resume
B) because of theiy inadequate education as shown in their poor
spelling in writing a resume
C) because they failed to give a detailed description of their back-
ground in their applications
D) because they eliminated their names from the applicants’ list
themselves
2. The word “perfectionists” (L. 9) refers to those who . )(

A) demand others to get everything absolutely right
B) know how to adjust their goals according to the circumstances
£) pay too much attention to details only to lose their major objective
D) are capable of achieving perfect results in whatever they do
3. Which of the following is the author’s advice to the reader? >
A) Although too much attention to details may be costly, they should
T not be overlooked.
B) Don’t forget details when drawing pictures.
C) Be aware of the importance of a task before undertaking it.
)Careless applicants are not to be trusted.

4. The example of the Apollo_I_moon launch is given to illustrate that

,,,,,, ot e



A) minor mistakes can be ignored in achieving major objectives
B) failure is the mother of success
C) adjustments are the key to the successful competition of any work
D) keeping one’s goal in mind helps in deciding which details can be
overlooked
5. The best title for this passage would be -
#& Don’t Be a Perfectionist ‘
B) Importance of Adjustments
C) Details and Major Objectives
'B‘) Hard Work Plus Good Luck
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